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Tuis series of English Histo , Source Books is intended 


\for use with any ordigary {extbook of Eng:ish History. 


Rxperience kas conclusively showr that such ‘:pparatus is 
a vAiuable—nay, an® Indispengable—adjunct to the history 


=<s<Jesson. elt is capable of two main uses: either by way of 


-_" 


livély illustration at the close of a jesson, or by way ofginfer- 
ence-drawing, before the textbook is read, at the begi®ning 
of the lesson. The kind of proplegns and exergses that, may 
ke based on the documents are legion, and are admisably 
iLustrated in a Gistory of England for Schools, Rart I1., by 

»KSatii%ee and Fr oD PP: 377-381. Hpwever, we have no 
wish to prescribe for t#ie teacher the thanner in which he shall 
exercise his craft, but simply to proviée him and his pupils 

‘with materials hitherto not readily accessible for school 
purposes. The verk modegat prige of the hgoks in this 
series should bring tl#em within th reach of every secondary 
<®hel. Source books enable thg pupil to take a more active 
part than hitherto in the history lesson. Here is the appa- 
ratus, the raw material, its use we leave 8 teacher and 
taught. : 

Our belief is that the books may profitably be used by all 
grades of historicaf students between the standards of fourth- 
rm boys in secondary schools and undergraduates at Univer- 
sities. What dffferentiages students at one extreme from 


* thost at the other is not so much @ie kind of subject-matter 


deglt with, ,as the amount they can read into or extract 
2 


* from it. P @ b eo? 
In regard to @hoice of oe ee while fing to 
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vi | INTRODUCTION ° 
satisfy the natural demand for certain “‘ {ock ’’ documents 
of vital importance, we hope te introduce much fresH and * 
novel matter. It is our intention that the majority of the 
extractsshould be lively in style—that is, personal, or de- 
scriptive, or rhetqricakwor even strgngly partisan—and should 
not so Agnes to give the truth as supply data for in- 
ference. Wé aim at the greatest possible variety, and lay 
under contribution letters, kiographies, ballads and poems, < 
diaries, debates, and newsp®per accours. Economics; Lon- 
don, municipal, and®social life generally, and local“shiStory, 
are represeni¢@d in these pages * 
, rhe order of the extracts %s strittly chronglogical, eac 
being numbered, titled, nd rie akq@ its authority g& 
The text is modernised, whefe necessary, to the extent of 
leaving no difficulties in reading. hs ” 

Wshall be most grateftl to teachers and students who may 
oe apegey ons for improvement, 
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: Ss. E. WINBOLT. 
: KENNETH me 
: Sag ‘ é x < ° 
» NOTE TO THIS VOLUME e 
e 
(1760-180r) ° e 


THE difficulf&) which arineditor @ the ferics 1760-1801 has 
to face is the wealth of contemporary “Sources available. I 
have drawn largey, as will %e seen, on the series of Hime 
Office Papers jn the Calendar of State Papers, the series of the 
Acts of the Prgvy Couftcil, the Gentlemams Magazine, and 
Annual Register. I trust that the foreign relations of England 
are proportionately representegl, though ¢vantg of space pas 
been against the inclusion of much that naturally suggests “ 
itself. In spite of defects, my hope is thet teaghers and pupi 
in public schools and Unlaygysities wiff find these pages useful. 
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BRITISH VICTORIES—" A YUNG MR. BURKE *¥(2.961):. 
Souree. —Petters of Horace Walpole. Kdited by P. Cunning}am 
London : Bentley. Vol. iii., pp. 419-421. 1891 « 


be) 
_To George Montagu, Esq., Strawberry Hill, Jug ’22, 1701. 


Foa my part, I believe Mademoiselle Scuderi drew the plan 
of this year. Jt is§all reyal marriages, coronations “and vic- 
‘ tBries ; fey come tW@mbling so over one another from distant 
parts of the globe, that it looks just like the harfdy-work of 
ea lady romance writer, whom it costs nothing but a little 
false geography to 1¥ake the great Mogul in love with a 
princess of , and defeattwo mfshals of France as he 
rid¢s post on an elephant to his nuptials. I don’t know where 
I am. I had scarce found Meéklenburgh $trelit2 with a 
magnifying glass, before I ~ whisked to Pondigherri—well, 
I take it, and raze it. ¥ begin to grow acQuainted with 
Colonel Coote, and to figure ia packing up chests of diamonds, 
, and sending them te his wife against the King’s wedding— 
" thunder go the Tower guns, and behold Broglio and Soubise 
are e totally defeategl ; if the mob have npt much stronger heads 
and quicker conceptions than I have they, will conclude my 
lord Granby is become nabob. How the deucé in two days 
can ne digest all this? ‘Why is nots Ponglicherri in West», 
phalia? I don’t know how the Romans did, but Laannot 


a) 
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pr asc for the yeamr 761. psays, that ‘ 
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° { Oe . 


ae “A YOUNG ir BURK]”, 


6 e . 
ae victories every week. Well, but you will want * 
to know the particulars. Brogfio andi Soubise, united, 
attacked our army on the fifteenth, but were repulsed ; the 
next dgy, the prince Mahomet Alli Cawn—no, no;*I mean 
prigce Ferdinand, regurned the attgck, and the French threw 
down theiterm’, and fled, run Sver my lord Harcourt, who . 
was going ip Setch the new queen ; in short, I don’t know hew 
it was, but Mr. Conway is safe, and I am as happy as Mr. Pitt 
himself. "We have only fot a lie€tenant-colonel Keith ; 
colonel Marlay ang Hartly Townshend are woutded. .. .* 
I dined wigh your “oor yesterday ; there were Garrick 
and a young Mr. Burke, whqwrote® book in the style of lord 
Bolingbroke, that was Jaugh admired.. He is & sensible wn, 
but has not worn off his af@horism yet, and thinks there is 
nothing so charming as writérs, and to be one. Héwill know 
bet@r one of these day& I like Hamilton’s littlé Marly ; we 
walked in te great allée, and drank tea in the arbour of 
tretllage ; “they talked of” Shakspeare and Booth, of Swift a 
my lord Bath, and I was thinking of Mademe Sévigné. Gdod 
night ! eI have a dozen other letterg to of ite | I must tell my 
friends how happy Pary—not asan Englistman, but as a cousifi. 
‘ BE : Yours ever. 
: o 
HONOURS FOR MR. ea (1761). 
Source.“Correspond®yge of Veilliam Pitt, Earl of Chatham. 
Vol. ii., pp. 146 et seg. Lontion, 1838-1840. Pe 


« ‘ € 
: The Edrl of Bute to Mr. Pitt, October 6, 176t. 
in fk e 
I take®up the pen with nfore thafi ordinary desire to 
succeed in the business I am, by the King’s command, to 
write to you upon. I earntstly wishé& to*have carried toe 
his Majesty some little opening of your mind ; something that 
might have pointed tgwards that nfark o& his royal favour 
he seems impatieyt t6 @estow upon you.* mes 

* Mr. Burke, who wrote the historical portion of the Annuat 


When Mr. Pitt resigned thé seats, 
swat person to whom they were redelivered received them with 


* © a e 


3 


e 
As that was not,in my, power, the King has daniced me*to 
snfenti8n two ideas ; wishing to have the one most agreeable 
to you carried into immediate execution: but, if neither 
should be suitable to your inclinations, it is hoped t#fat you 
will not be averse to give &is,Majesty a @ttle msight into wour 
own thoughts upon this subject. The ae oat of the 
prevince of Canada, with a salary of five thofisdand pounds, 
seemed to strike the King most, and that for twg reasons : 
, the first, as you would preside oer a province acquired by 
your owneability and firmness*; gegondly@as it would convey 
to all the world his Majesty’s,intentions of ner parting 
with that great and important conqjfest. The cbjection of 
its not being tenable with a segteir #parliament i$ foreseen ; 
but a short bill might remedy that in this enew case; 
in the preamble of which the King’s reasons for _this 
appointment would be set forth. ff, however, this shauld 
not strike you in the same light it does ‘his, Majesty, 
the next thing I am ordered t& mention is th® chancellor 
of the duchy, w&%h the salary annexed* to it as before 
mengiongd. . 3 ee : 

Yop will, please, Sir, to consider these as proofs of the 
King’s earnest desire to show this countey the high opinion 
*he has of your merit. . If they do not entirely please, impute 


“ 


@ HONOURS HOR MR. PITT 


” 
ease and firmness, withouv_ reques@ng tha‘gne should resume his office. 
His Majesty expressed his*concern for the loss of so able a servant ; 
and’ tc@show the favourable sense he gntertained of his s@rvices, he 
made him a most gracious and unlimited offer of ahy rewards in the 
power of the Crown to bestow. His Majesty at the same time expressed 
himself not only va ae witg the opinio& of the jority of his 
council, but declared he would have found himself under the greatest 
difficulty how to have acted, had that council concurred as fully in 
supporting the ey Lee ereei by Mr. Pitt as they had done in 
reject?ng it. Mr. Pitt was sensibly touched with the grandeur and con- 
descension of the proceeding. ‘I confess, sir, I had but too much 
refon to expect your Majegty’s displeasure : I did not come prepared 
for this exceeding goodness : pagdon me, Sir,-®jt overpowers, it oppresses 
me.’ Ve burst into tears. We are far f@m angttempt to add any 
col@uring to so exquisitely affecting a picture ; we.are, indeed, far 
from peing able,to do justice tp perhaps one of the most pathetic and 


e@evated scenes which could nossibly be dispMyed,#-the parting of syc® « 


a prince, and such a minister. . 


4 HONOURS POR MR. PITT ¢ 
¢ t 
it ‘to the want of information I befgre hinfed at ; and do me 
, the justice to believe, that I mever shall execute any corfi-* 


mission with more pleasure than I have done this. , 


« fam, Sir, with the highest regard, 
° \ Yeur most ohbedfent humble servant, 
; ‘ 6 € BuTE.* 
e Pm ' si 
e° Mr. Pitt to the Earl of Bute, October 7, 1761. 
- [From a rough draugFt in Mr. P&t’s handwriting. ] . 
4 e 8 ‘ 
My Lorp, : ' s . 

é Overwhelmed with tn exteng of his Majesty’s gracious 

* goodness towards me, WI desire the favour ofeyour Lordspip 


to lay me at the royal fect,ewith tle*humble tribute*of the 
most unfeitned and respectful gratitude. Penetyated with 
the @ounteous favour of: most benign sovereign and m&ster, 
I afm confounded with his condescension in deigning to bestow 
one thoughabout any i&clipation of his servant, with regard 
to ‘the modes of extending to me marks of his royél 
beneficerce. 


Any public markwof his Majesty’s apprg ation, flowing from 
such a spontaneous source of clemerty, will be my comfort 
e 


* On the evening of this day Bubb Doddington (now Lord Melcombe) € 

- wrote thus to Lord Bute: “‘ I sincerely wishsvour lordship joy of being 
delivered of, a most eae ee colleagi his Majesty of a most 
imperious servant, and thg count®y of a ‘most dangerous minister. 

I am told that the people are sullen abouf it. Be that as it may, I 

think it my duty to my gracioys Sovereign and my generous fe.end to 

say, that, if I carf be of any service to either in anything that is most 
dangerous and difficult, I am most ready to undertake it.’’ In his 

answer of thé followingéday, Lord Bute says: ‘‘ Whatever private 

: motives of uneaSiness I might have in the late aflministration, I am far 
from thinking the dissolution of it favourable, in the present minute, 

® to the King’s affairs. I shall not fail to acqa the King with the 
very frank and generous declaration you made™ Indted, my gooé lord, 

my situation, at all times perilous, is become much more so ; for I am 

no stranger to the language held in this,great city: ‘ Our darlifig’s 
resignation is owing to Load Bute, andghe must affswer for all the con- 
sequences ;’—which js, unt @ner words, for the miscarriages of another 

system, that Pitt himself would not have prevented. All this kteps 

up my attention, and strengthens my mind, without alarming it; not 

e@nly whispers cautéon, Wut steadiness* and resolutidn ; whereth my 


° 


. noble &jend’s assistance will prove a real omfort to me.” 
e 
Rot . 
e ‘ 
4 « 
. ' 
Y e ® bs re Ane { , e 


*going Jjntq either of the offices | 


ag ® HONOURS HOR MR. PITT oe 
o 


and my glory ; aad I cannot but be highly sensible of all 
those circumstances, so peculfarly honourable, which, attend- 
ing the first of the two ideas suggested to me by his Majesty’s 
direction, have been mentioned. Commanded, however, as 
I am by the King, ina marner so infiftitely/gracious, ndt to 
suppress my thoughts on a subject of this extyemeé delicacy, 
I trust it will be judged obedience, not presumption, if 
I express the doubts I have, ag to the propriety of my 
x entone, or indeed, con- 
sidering fhat wkich I have resagged, eSing again into any 
whatever. ® 


7) 
Thus much én general I nave presiimed, not without paine 


and fear, to submit tothis Majes$y’s @nsideration * too proud 
to receiva,any mark of the King’s countenance and favour, 
but &boveall doubly happy could § see those dearer tg me 
than myself comprehended in that monument o royal apgro- 
bation and goodness, with which his Majesty shai} condescend 
to distinguish me ° 

Icannot conclu this letter, already much too long, without 
axpfessing my* warily thanks to your “Logdship for the most 
obliging manner in which you have’ conveyed ,to me his 
Majesty’s gracious intentjons, and®assufing your Lordship, 
that I shall always seé a high value on the favourable senti- 
ments which you are ‘pleased to express on my gubject. I 
have the honour to be, evith gfeat truth and respect, 

Sia e« Yours; &c. 

9 wW. Prt. 


@ 
e > be a 


The Earl of Bute to Mr. Pitt, October 8, 1761. 
SIZ, _ #« ° 
I laid the contents of your letter before his Majesty ; 
who was graciougly pleased to admit of the reasons you gave 
for not, accepting office, &nd to _ of the respectful 
opénings some part of the letter afforded. ° 
¢ Having received the King’s commands to consider of thg 


most becoming method of carrying his intentions into,exc®u-* 


tion, I have lost no time in my researchese The Engeish givil 


; € 
6 i . HONOURS rr MR. PITT €« 
¢ 


list would by no means answer; the Iri¢h had objestiong :, 
one only thing remained, that could possibly serve the King’s 
generous purpose. This his Majesty approves of,-‘and has 
directed me accordingly to acquaint you, that as you declined 
accepting 4 ce, his Majesty will confer the dignity of . 
peerage on Laly"Hester Pitt, to descend through her ladyship 

to your sons, with a grant of three thousand pounds per 
annum, on the plantation ities, to yoyrself and any two other 
lives you shall najne. thes unusual marks of*‘the royal‘ 
approbatiog cannot fail tdsbe agreeable to as mind like yours. 
Permit me to assure you, t}.at the communicating of them 


gives me the greatest p easure. f e 6 
Iam, Sir, with unfetsned regard, . 
: : Your most obedient humble serwant, 
© ¢ * Bore. 
e 


ry 
o e 
Mr.*Pitt to the Earf of Bute, October 8, 1761. 
. [From a‘draught in Mr. Pitt’s hanfiwriting.] 


e F S ef S.. 

I have not words tg express the sentenents of Veneratiof 
and gratitude with whick I receive the unboundéd effects of 
beneficence and grace, which the fnost benign of sovereignse 
has condescended to bestow on me, ape on those most dear 
to me. ¢ ‘ . & 7 

Your Lordship will not wonder if the sensations which 
possess My whgle breast refuse me the power of describing 
their extent, and leave me only to beg your Lordship will be 
so good as to wy me alid Lady Hester at the King’s feet, and 
to offer for us to his Majesty the genuine tribute of the truly 
feeling heart ; which I willedare to hgpe, the same royal , 
benevolence which showers on the unmeritorious such un- 
limited benefits may deign to acter vwaith eqyial condescension 


and goodness. . 
e o 
ae Iam, &c. . 
® & » : e « W. Pret. = 
e © 
*e - 
e 
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* THE PRISONS. © 


Sourcd:—Goldsmith’s Vicar of Wakefield (Chap. XXVI1). 


The next morning I corhmunicated t@ my wife and children 
the scheme I had planned of reforming thes priséhers, which 
tlfey received with universal 
possibility and impropriety of it }adding that my endeavours 

» would, ne, way contrifute to thir amendment, but might 
probably ‘disgrace my calling.” e 
“Excuse me,” returned 1, Yee Sea hov¥ever fallen, 


are still men ;,and that is a ve 


disapprobation, afle$ing the im- 


good title to my affections., 


Good écounsel rejecte@ returns ¢0° er@ich the givér’s bosom ; 


and thoygh the instruction 
ther’, yetaét will assuredly 


my chil 
to offer 


Yes, m 


~~ 


dren, were princes, t 


I communicate may not mend 


mend myself. If these wre ches, 


here would be thousands ready 


their ministry ; but in my opinion the heart that is 
buried in a dungegn is as precious as that seated upon a thyone. 
treasures, if I can mend them I*will ; perhaps they 
avil? no® all dtspise. me ; perhaps I may, catch up even one 
frome the gailf, and These will be great*gain ; for is there upon 


earth a gem so precious as the hurfan soal ?” 
Thus saying, I lefg them and descended to the common 


prison, where I found ‘the prisoners vepy merry, expecting my 
arrival ; and each prepared With sorae gaol-trick fo play upon 
t% cector. Thus, as I was going to begin, one turned my wig 


awry ; as if by ac 


second, 


through his teet 
third would cry, 


the*rest 


ir whitch I had disposed 
very -dexterously displace 


*jest-boo 


of all that this misehievous 


cident, and then asked*my pardon. A 


who stood at some distance, had a knack of spitting 


h® which fell in showers upom my book. A 
“ Amen!” in such an affected tone as gave 


great ‘delignt. A fourth had slily picked my pocket 
ef my spectacles. But there was one whose trick gave more 
universal pleasu®e thaff al} the rest ; for observing the manner 


k of his own in ,the p 


my books @ the,table before me, he 
d one of them, and put an obscene 


lace. Hewever, I took no ngt@e 


group of little beings coulédo, but 
e ~ e 
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went on! perfectly sensible that what was ridiculous in my 
attempt would excite mirth only ‘the firét or second" tim®,: 
while what was serious would be permanent. My design 
succeeéed, and in less than six days some were penitent, and 
all attentive. \ e ee 

It was new, that I applauded my perseverance and address, 
at thus givingtsensibility to wretches divested of every mordl 
feeling, and now began to think of doing them temporal service 
also, by rendering their > fe somewhat more corpfortable. : 
Their time had hitherto Been*divided between famine and 
excess, tungiltuous rict anU bitter repining.* Their only em- 
ployment was quarreing qmong*each other, playing at 


“cribbage, aed cutting tapacco-stoppess, From this lastmode 


of idle industry I took the Rint of setting such as chose to 
work at cutting pegs for tohacconists and shoemfkersy the 
prop&r wood being bought by a general subscription, and, 
when manufaétured, sold by my appointment ; so that each 
earned som@hing every day—a trifle, indeed, but sufficient 
to maintain him. . f 

I did not stop here, hut instituted fines for tke pynishnent 
of immorality, and ‘rewards for peculjar€industry, Thys in 
less than a fortnight I had.formed them into something social 


and humane, and had the pleasure ‘of regarding myself as a ° 
- legislator, who had brought men fromf'their native ferocity 


into friends&ip and obe lence. & 

And it were highly to be wished that legislative Dower 
would thts dirgct the law* rather to reformation than to 
severity ; that it would seem convinced that the work of 
eradicating crifies is not by making puntshments familiar, 
but formidable. Then, instead of our present prisons, which 
find or make men guilty, which enclose wevtches for the com- 
mission of one crime, and return them, if returned alive, fitteg 
for the perpetration of thousands, we ¢houldesee, as in other 
parts of Europe, places @f penitence and solitude, where the 
accused might*be Attended by such as could give them re- 


p@ntance if guilty, pr ney matives tb virtue if intiocent. Ande 


this,*but, not the increasing punishmehts, ig the way to mend 
e @ - a 
° 


- 
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a State : nor can I avoid even! questioning the validify of that 
-riht which social* combinations have assumed of capitally 
punishing offences of a slight nature. In cases of murder, 
their right is obvious, as it is the duty of us all, fron»the law 


of self-defence, to cut off #hat man whodhas shown a disregard 


for the life of another. Against such all natyre %is¢s in arms, 


biet it is not so against him who steals my propériy. Natural 
law gives me no right to take away his life, as 
, he steals, is as much Is property,jas mine. 
any rights it must be from a Comp jact mede between us, that 
he who deprives the other of his horsefshall die. @ But this is 
a false compact ; because“no mag: has i right to barter his life, , 


by that the horse 
If, then, I have 


any rgore than to takesit away as # is not his ewn. And, 


besides, the compact is inadequate, and would $e set aside 
ever,in a Court of modern equity; as there is a great penalty*for 
a very trifling inconvenience, since“it is far better that {wo 
men should live than that one manéhould ride® But a com- 
pact that is wa, Semele two fnen is equally % between a 
dred thousand ; for as ten millions of circles 

faneneey make a square, so the unitad voice ) 
not Jend thg smalle% fgundation to falsehood. It is thus that 
reason speaks, and untutored nature says the Same thing. 
? Savages that are dire ted by natural law alone are very tender 
of the lives of each other; they seldpm shed blood but to 


hundred and a hu 


retaliate former cruelty. a ° 


Ou, Saxon ancestors, fierce as they were in war, had but 
few executions in times of peate; and in “all commencing 
governments, that have the print of gature stil] strong upon 

° 


them, scarcely any crime fs held capital. 


It is among the citizens of a refined community that penal 
laws, which ate iffthe hands ®f the rich, are laid upon the 
poor. Government, while it grows older, seems to acquire 
the moroseness @f age® and as if ous property were become 
dearersin proportion as it increased-@as if {he more enormous 
our wealth, the more extensive our fears—all our possessions 
sare ‘paled up‘with new edicts every day, ared hung round with 

°° 


gibbets to scare every invader. 


f myTiads can- 
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i cannot tell whether it is from ¢he number of our, penal 
laws, or the licentiousness of cur people, that this country 
should show more convicts in a year than half the dqaminions 
of EurSe united. Perhaps it is owing to both; for they 
mutwially produ&e eact. other. Whén by indiscriminate penal 
laws a naéfoh beholds the same punishment affixed to dis- 
similar degfee$ of guilt, from perceiving no distinction in the 
penalty, the people are led fe all sense of distinction in the 


crime ; and this distinctioy is the bufwark of all morality : 
thus the multitude &f laws{produce new vices, and hew vices 
call for fres@ restraints’ 
« It were to be wished, cee Beta power, insteal of contrivipg 
new laws té punish vice#insteed of dfasving hard the cords of 
society till aeconvulsion come to burst them, instead gi cutting 
away, wretches as useless before we have tried their utlity, 
instgad of converting correction into vengeance ; it were to 
be wished ,that we tried ethe restrictive arts of government, 
and,made law the protector, ‘but not the tyrent, of the people. 
We should then firfd that creatures, whose souls are held as 
dross, only wanted the hand of a refiner ; we shouldethien find 
that wretches, now sttick up for long Sreures, 3 sest luxury 
should feel ‘a momentary* pang, might, if properly treated, 
- serve to sinew the State in times of danger ; that as their faces 

are like ours, their hearts are so too: ee few minds are so 
base as that perseverancescanno® amend : that a man may see 
his last crime without dying, for it ; and that very littleebloSd 
will serve to cer€ent our security. 

e 6 


e . 
TOWNSHEND’S CONTUMACY (1767). 


Source.—Correspondence of William PittgeEark of Chathaxs. 
Vol. ili, pp. 233 e¢ seg. London, 1838- 1840. 


Mr. Townshend then mentioned ¢he emtraordinaries of 
America, and the necessity of voting a particular sum jewhich 
he said he neither could nor would . move, unless the cabinet 
pecyiously took the whole state of Atnerica into cbnsideration,* 
and ertebled pim to declare to the House the opinion of 


8 
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a injstration as go the dort, the Indian trade, the dispo- 
sition of the troops, in short’ the whole arrangements, con- 
sidered with a view to a general reduction of expense, and a 
duty which he undertook should be laid to defray What re- 
mained : that he had promised this tothe House, and wpon 
the authority of what passed in the cabinets; and*i¢ he could 
not make it good, he should be obliged to corsider the best 
* means, by what he should say gry his conduct, tp make it 
*appeam that it was not his fault, ar against his opinion.* 
T acquainted your Lordship of this th@last time I had the 
honour of waiting on you from Lord Bagrington ; t&e difficulty 
greatly arisingsfrom several comjectural estimates being laide 


° 
* It's impossible to read this lett@ *.ithout being forcibly reminded 
of the follsgving splendid passages in »Mr. Burke's celebrated speech, in 
1774, erican taxation : . cd 
«Tf ever Lord Chatham fell into a fit of ghe gout, or if any othei@rause 
withdrew him from public cares, principles directly g¢he contrary of 
his own were sure to predominate. Whea his face was hid but for a 
moment, his whole system was on a wile sea, without ch@rt or compass. 
The gentlemen, his" articular friends, who, with the names of vasious 
departments of ministry, were admitted to seem 4s if they acted a part 
puder hita . withea modesty that becomes allmen, and with a®*confidence 
in him, which was jusgified even in its extgavagance by his superior 
abilifies, ha@ never, in amy instance, presumed upon any opinion of 
their own. Deprived of his guiding influence, they were Whirled about, 
? the sport of every gust, and*asily driven into any port ; and as those 
who joined with them ™ manning the vessel were the most directly 
opposite to his opinions, measures, and chgracter, and far the most 
artful and most powerful of the sgt, they easily prevaile@so as to seize 
upon the vacant, unoccupied, and derelitt minds of his friends ; and 
in®tan@y they turned the vessel wholly out of the course of his policy. 
As if it were to insult as well as to betray him, even @ng befdre the close 
of the first session of his administration, when everything was publicly 
transacted, and with great arade, in hi® name, they made an act 
declaring it highly j@st and éxpedient to raise a revenue in America. 
For even then, Sir, even before this splendid orb was entirely set, and 
while the western horizon was in a blaze with his descending glory, 
® on fhe opposite *quattér of the hedvens arose another luminary, and, 
ie his hour, became lord of the ascendant. You understand, to be sure, 
at I speak of Charles Townshend, officially the reproducer of this 
fatal scheme... ” niger . 
“ Heghad voted, and in the year 1765 en been an advocate for the 
st&mp act. Things, and the disposition o men’#minds, were changed. 
In rt the stamp act began to be no favourite in this House. He, 
ethet@fore, attefided at the pfivate meeting, in gvhich the resolutiqns 
moved by a right honoumable gentleman were settled ; resoliiox"s 
leading to the repeal® The next day, he voted for that repe ; and he 
* : e 
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by him before the House. I t asesurpriged at Mr. Towns- 


hend’s conduct, which really continues excessive on every 


occasion, till I afterwards understood in conversation, that 
he decfézed he knew of Lord North’s refusal, and from him- 
selfp The Duke of Giafton toldgmé, and I suppose may tell 
your Lordgnip, that he sent to Lord North to ask him. It 
appears to*® me quite impossible that Mr. Townshend can 
mean to go on in the King service; but of this your Lord- 
ship will judge much bett/r than I dan, after thee Duke of 
Grafton has given y8uafafther account. , , 
I have®he honour\‘o be, Nee great respect, 


Your Lordship’s mogi obliged humble,servant, 
% © t¢ “6 SHELBURNE. 


a ; 

wotld have spoken for it, too, if dn illness (not, as was ther given out, 
a polical), but, tomy knowledge, a very real illness, had net prevYénted 
it. glhe very next session, as the fashion of this world passeth away, 
the repeal begaf to be in as bad an odour in this House as the stamp 
act had beet ¢1 the session Befoze. To conform to the temper which 
began to prevail, and to prevail mostly amongst b aeg: most in power, 
he declared, very early in the winter, that a revetlie must be had out 
of America. Instantly he was tied down to his engagements,»y some 
who had no objection to stich experiments at the cost of pefsonf for 
whom they had no particular regard. The wole body of courtiers 
drove him onwards. They always talked as 1f the King stood in a sort 
of humiliated state, untfl something of the kind should be done. Here 
this extraordinary man, then Chancellor of the Exchequer, found him- 
self in great straits. To please universally was the object of his life ; 
but to tax aril to please, So more than to love and to be wise, is not 
given to men. However, hetattempted it. «lo render a tax palatable 
to the partisans of American revenue, he made a preamble, stating ¢he 
necessity of such g@revenue. Té¢ close with the American distifiction, 
this revenue was e%ternal, or port duty ; but again, to soften it to the 
other party, it was a duty ¢& supply. 

= ALO pratity tie colonists, it was laideon Britigh manufactures ; to 
satisfy the merchants of Britain, the duty was trivial, and (except that 
on tea, which touched only the devoted East India Company) on none 
of the grand objects of commerce. To countmawork the American 
contraband, the duty on tea was reduced from a shilling to threepence. 
But to secure the favour of those who would tax America, the scene a 
collection was changed, and, with the rest, it@vas lewed in the colonies. 
What need I say more? W@ his fine-spun®&cheme had the usual fate of 
all exquisite policy. Kut the®riginal plan of the duties, and th® moge 
of executing that plan, both arose singly and solely from a love of our 
applause. He was truly the child of tha House. He gever thought, 


did, er said anything,“®out with a View to A bn He every day adapted“ 
iniself 


himself tt®your disposition : and adjusted hi 
glass.¢ Hemce arose.thig unfortunate act.” 
e 


f 
e 


before it as at a looking- 
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WILKES RIOTS (1768). 


Sotfrce.—Calendar of Home Office Papers, 1766-179. 
Pp. 322, 323. London, 1879., ° 
‘. ° 
Robert Wood to Sir J. Fielding. *e, 
% and 6 April—Lord Weymouth has been inf8rmed that 
Mr Stuart, the wine merchant, spon application to you for 
-assistaace against the nob on, the! night of the illumination, 
had not met with that support which heffad reason to expect 
from the civil magistrate. Though ‘nis accour® does not 
agree with whe¢ his Lordship am conceived of your vigilance e 
and aétivity, yet he has’ordere@ me €o acquaint you with it, 
and to a¥d that though, on the one hand, he relxs much on 
your Weal, and is ready to do justic@ to your diligence af the 
time of the late riotous proceedings, yet, on ¢he other,e he 
thinks it his indispensable duty té take noticg ef any re- 
missness in a ma@yistrate upon whom so much of the public 
order and tranquillity depends ; and if Mr. Stuart’s account 
ef this Mhatter"be founded, his Lordship desires that I will let 
you know # will veryzmuch change that favourable opinion 
.which he wishes to presegve of you. Hs Lordship thinks it 
* would be unfair towa*ds you as well as to the public to keep 
this matter from you, though Mr. Stuart has not, given it in 
as matter of formal com plaittt, but ‘merely for the Secretary 
of State’s information. Lord Weymouth is willing to suppose 
there must be some mistake in what he has heard. 


P.S.—As Lord Weymouth had taken every precaution that 
could be imagined in order to support magistracy and give 
e weight to yous praeedings, he is disappointed to find that 
there should be any complaint; and though he despises 
clamour, he mus pay @ttention to facts urged by a citizen of 
character ; and I heartily*wish yougm4y put it in his power 
to*set you clear of imputation, which is his’wish also. 


© 
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The reply to this lettet is dated the 5th. ie 
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sir Jotin Fielding gives a his{ ory of the transactions of the 
night, and says that, to the best of ‘his kn€wledge, and’ to fue 
best of his abilities, with unwearied attention, diligence, and 
application, he has done everything in his power to preserve 
peace and good order, and to detect offenders and bring them 
to justice,,f0m the beginning to the conclusion of the late” 
unhappy ‘¢isturbances. Is sincerely concerned if in azxy 
respect Mr. Steward mistook his meaning, and more so that 
Lord We¥Ymouth should if Uissatisfied with his conduct as, 
a magistrate. Unfgrtunate he has always been ; at present 
particularly, so, when\ his warmest endeavours to discharge a 
public trust with loyslty t¢. his Sovereign, fidelity to his 
"country, and obediencg. to his superiors, have been so far 
ineffectual as not to secure nim the confidence of tiose by 
wkom he would wish to be approved.—Bow Street. 
e é 
- (RIOTS IN, THE NORTH (1768). 
Source®—Calendar of Hume Office Papeyz, 1766-1769. 
io Pp. 839, 840. London, 1849. 
Duke of N orthumbersand to H.M.’s Principél Seeriartes « 
© of State. ee « 


12 and 14 April*—Has received within these few days* 
several letters from Newcastle, giving ‘an account of a very 
riotous spigit having broken out among the sailors and other 
persons in that place and its neighborhood, who have c in- 
mitted many oxtrages, a cantinuance of which is still Sreatly 
to be apprehended. His Grace enters into full particulars. 
The Mayor Sad othef magistrates of Newcastle, and the 
justices of Northumberland and Durham, have been very 
vigilant and active on this Qccasion, byt,it is their united 
request, in which his Grace joins, that a regiment might be 
quartered and continued in Newcastle anq, the neighbour- 
hood.—Northumberlaxd House, 1#April. 


e x 
Reply from*Lord Weymouth, dated the r4th, enclosing a 
py of the letter gvritten in,conseduence to the ‘Secretary-at« 
‘Watt, directing him to give orders fot detaining the troops at 


é 
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Newcastle and the neighbourjood which are now tere, 49d 
tcerepert whether the present disposition of the troops in that 
part of the world may not admit of an alteration which may 
answer the purposes of support to the civil magistratege 


The Séme to the Satie. ' . 


+) 
13 and 14 Afml—Submitting whether itemay ‘fot be ex- 


pedient that certain arms belonging to the Middlesex militia, 
deposited in the vestry*yooms angl esther places of littbe security 


in Westmiaster and thé neighkourhood of London, should be 


removed to the Tower, in case tltere sho#ld be reason to fear 


a renewal of the mobs and riotors asse»iblies. 


Lord® Weymgush’s Rely dgted the 14the 

It is“gighly improper that arms should at aay time be 
deposjted *in places of little securty, and particularly “at 
present when so riotous a dispositfon appears among ghe 
populace. But as there are objectsons to depositing those 
arms now in the ower, his Gract is to take all possible pre- 
cautions for the present by giving the necessary orders for 
partsculir,atteation and vigilance upos this occasion ; and in 
case of an aftempt Sy,the populace té possess themselves of 
the arms, is to call out the military,«orders having been issued 


_ “to the Secretary-at-Wer to support the civil magistrate upon 


every mecessary occasion. ° 


‘ y 
A. RETITION TO GEORGE III. FROM THE FREEHOLDERS 


-* oF THE COUNTY OF M&DDLESEX® (1760). 
Source.—Letiers of Junius. London: G. Bell g~nd Sons. 
’ Vof# ii. IgII. ’ 
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
e 

The humble petition of the Freeholders of the County of 
3 a 9 Middlesex. 

Most, Gracious SovERHIGN, @ | . 

* We, your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal ‘subjects, the 

Freeholders of the County’ of Middlesex, heg leave, with al®, 


affectionate submission 2nd humility, to throw ourseWes at 
ae 9 a 
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your roy4l feet, and humbly to ifaplore your paternal attention 
to those grievances of which this county afd the whole nation 
complain, and those fearful apprehensions with which the 
whole ®itish Empire is most justly alarmed. 

With great grief and sorrow weshave long beheld the en- 
deavours .ef certain evil- minded persons, who attempt to 
infuse intosyour royal mind notions and opinions of the mest 
dangerous and pernicious tendency, and who promote and 
counsel stich measures as canfiot fail ta destroy that harmony 
and confidence which should ever subsist between a just and 
virtuous prince and alfree and loyal people. ~ 

For this disaffected purpos¢ they have introduced into every 


“part of the administration, ol our heppy legai constitution a 


certain unlimited and indefiriite discretionary powerrto pre- 
vent which is the sole aim 6f all our laws, and wis the sole 
cause of all those disturkances and revolutions which formerly 
distracted thfs unhappy.country ; for our ancestors, by their 
own fatal experience, well knew that in a state where discretion 
begins, law, liberty, and safety end. Under the pretence of 


this discretion, or, as,it was formerly, and has bee. lately, . 


called, Law of state; we have seen Ee | | 
English subjects, and even a member of the British Legis- 


Ci 


lature, arrested by virtue of a general warrant issued by a~ 


secretary of state, contrary to the law of the land. 

Their houses rifled and plun¢=red, their papers seized, and 
used as evidence upon trial. ae 

Their bodies‘Committed to close imprisonment, 

The Habeas Corpus ¢luded. 

Trial by jut y discountenanced, ‘and the first law officer of 
the crown publicly insinuating that juries are not to be 
trusted. c ee c 

Printers punished by the ministry in the supreme court 
without a trial by their.equals, without any trial at all. 

The remedy of the favo for false imprisonment debarred and 
defeated. 

.° The plaintiff and hie attorney, for their appéal to thé law 
“of “thesland, punished by expenses’ and imprisonment, and 


& . Cc 
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made, by forced engagements) to desist from their legaf 
claimn. : 

A writing determined to be a libel by a court where it was 
not cognizable in the first instance ; contrary to, law, L@cause 
all appeal is thereby cut off, and inferi@r courts qed jurits 

*influenced by such predetermination. 

A*person condemned in the said courts as the fatBor of the 
supposed libel, unheard, ‘without deésnce or trial. : 

Unjust, treatment of petitions, by selecting only such parts 
as might be‘wrested to criminate the petitner, and refusing 
to hear those which might procure him rr dress. . 

The thanks of gne branch of ba Legislature proposed by 
a minister to be given to an ack#@wieflged offender for his 
offence, wih the declared intention, of screening him*from the 
law. 4, ° 

Attachments wrested from their original intent ef removing 
obstructions to the proceedings of law, *to punish by sentence 
of arbitrary fine ar imprisonment, without trial or appeas, 
supposed qffences committed out of court. 4 

Rerpetual,imptisonment of an Englishman wthouk trial, 
conviction, or.sentencé, by the same mode of attachment, 
wherein the same person is at once pafty, aécuser, judge, and 
jury. : 

Instead of the ancient and legal civil police, the military 
introduced at every oppgrtunit}, unnécessarily and unlaw- 
fully “patsolling the streets, to the alarm and ferror ,of the 
inhabitants. 

The lives of many of your Majesty’s itnocent s@bjects de- 
stroyed by military eXecution. 

Such military execution solemnly adjudged to be legal. 

* Murder abetted® enc8uraged, and rewarded. 

The civil magistracy rendered alas by the appoint- 
ment of improper afid inca'pagle persons? 

The, civ magistrates tampered with $y 2 adrainistration, and 
neglecting and refusing to discharge their duty. 

Mobs and riots hired and faised by the ‘nini$try, in order te 
justify and recommend their own illegal i ya to 


Pe Ce 
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Peciudice your Majesty’s mif.d by false, insinuations against 
the loyalty of your Majesty’s‘subjects. 

The freedom of election violated by corrupt and undue in- 
fluené&., by unpunished violence and murder. 

«The just verdict® of juries and the opinion of the judges 
overrule by false representations to your Majesty ; and the’ 
determinatifns of the law set aside, by new, unprecedefited, 
and dangerous means ; «hereby leaving the guilty without 
restraint, and the injured without “redress, and the lives of 
your Majesty’s sul jects at the mercy of every ruffian protected 
by admiliistration. 7 2 

Obsolete and vexatious lange of the crown set on foot for 
partial and election purpoirs. “ © 
. Partial*attacks on the liberty of the press, the ost daring 
and pernicious libels against the constitution and ag@inst the 
Eberty of t#ie subject ‘being allowed to pass unnoticed, whilst 
the slightest libel against a minister is punished with the 
utmost rigour. ri 

Wicked attempts to increase and establish a standing army, 
by endeavouring to West in the crown an unliinited power over 
the militia, which, should they succe2d, must, cooner or later, 
subvert the constutior, by augmenting the power of adminis- 
tration in proportion to their delinquency. 

Repeated endeavéurs to diminish the importance of members 
of parliament individually, “in order to render them more 
dependent gn administration collectively. Evex threats 
having been employed by ministers to suppress the freedom 
of debates,and the*wrath of parliament denounced against 
measures authorized by the law of the land. 

Resolutions of one branch of the legislature set up as the 
law of the land, being a direct usurpafion df the rights of the 
two other branches, and therefore a manifest infringement of 


the constitution. .* i by c 


Public money shamefully squandered and utaccqunted 
for, and all inquiry into the cause of arrears in the civil list 
prevented by the ministry. ‘ aes 


: Iiiquiry into a paymaster’s public accounts stopped in the 


& « 
« 
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exchequer, though t sumseaccdunted for by that paymaster 
amount to above forty millions Sterling. 

Public leans perverted to private ministerial purposes. . 

Prostitution of public honours and rewards fo meff who 
can neither plead public virtue gor servic. e 

Irreligion and immorality, so eminently Sinan tenancot 
by your Majesty’s royal example, encouraged viene 4 
tion, both by example arfd precep. e» 

The. sagne | diiscretion has been, extended by the same evil 
counsellors to your, Majesty’s domifiions in “America, and has 
produced to our suffering fellow-subjects’ in that part of the 
world grievances ,and eT similar to those which 


» 
we are of at home. * a 
4 
e 


Most Gactous SOVEREIGN, “© ® . 
Such are the grievances and appreheffsions whic’ have long 
discontented and disturbed the greatest and best pagt of your 
Majesty’s loyal sulNects. Unwillirfg, however, to interrupt 
your royal repose, though ready to lay down our lives and 
fortunes for syour Majesty’s service, and *for, the constitution 
as by law established, *ve¢ have waited patiently, expecting a 
constitutional remedy by the means*of oar own represen- 
tatives, but our legal ans free choice having been repeatedly 
rejected, and the right of ee now futally takengfrom us 
by the unprecedented seating o? a candidate who was never 
chose® bys the county, and who, even to becomes: candidate, 
was obliged fraudulently to vacate his ant in parliament, 
under the pretence of an ins ignificant place, inviged thereto 
by the prior declaratién of a minister, that whoever opposed 
our choice, though but with four votes, should be declared 
ntembe? for the c8unt?. We see durselves, by this last act, 
depaived even of the franchises of Englishmen, reduced to 
the most abject st@te of Slavery, and léft, without hopes or 
meang of redress but from your Majesty®r Goal. 
Deign then, most gracious Sovereign, to listen to the prayer 
of the most faithTul of your Majesty's subfects® and to banisl» 
from your royal favous, trust, and confidence, for ever, hose 
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“evil and pernicious counselors ewho . endeavoured to 
alienate the affection of your Majesty’s most sincere and 
dutiful subjects, and whose suggestions tend to deprive your 
peopfe of their dearest and most essential rights, and who 
fave trajtorously &ared to depart from the spirit and letter 
of thogé lawsewhich have secured the crown of these realms 
to the Holse of Brunswick, in which we make our ‘most 
earnest prayers to Godethat it may continue untarnisked t¢ 
the latest posterity. ? 


‘ \ 
a 
‘ THE C]TY OF LONDON'AND THE EARL OF CHATHAM 
' ON PARLfAMENTARY REFORM iy 


6 2 . 
¢Source.—Leticrs of Jugiuss London: G. Bell andgSons. 1910. 
€ e Vol. 1. e e 


« ° Signed by 1565 Freeholders. 


Ata Common Couxcil holden on the 14th of May, 1770, it 
was res&ived : “ That tke grateful thanks of this court be 
presented to the Right Hon. William Earl of Chatham, for the 
zeal he has shownein support of those most yéluaple and 
sacred privileges, tht: right of election, end the right of petition; 
and for*his wishes and declaration, that his endeavours shall 
hereafter be used that parliaments may be restored to tHeir 
original purity, by,shortening their duration, and introducing 
a more tull and equal representation, an act which will render 
his name more honoured by posterity than the memprable 
succegses ofthe glorious war he conducted.” 


e 
To this*vote of thanks the Earl gf Chatham made the 
following reply to the committee deputed to present it to his 
Lordship : ; 


ee & & © 


GENTLEMEN, 7 ¢ 
It is not easy for me to give expréssion to all I feel on 
the extraordinery hdnour done to my public conduct by the 
city of London ;a body so highly respectable on every account, 
- ebut above all, tor their censtant assertion of the birthrights of 
Englishmen in every great crisis of the,constitution. 
Ss e 
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In our present unhappy situajion my duty shall be*on alle 
proper Sccasions, to &’dd the zealous endeavours of an indi- 
vidual to those legal exertions of constitutional rights, which, 
to their everlasting honour, the city of London has mgde in 
defence of freedom of electiom and freedony of petition, and fgr 
obtaining effectual reparation t® the electors of Gre@teBritain. 

As to the point among the declarations which f am under- 
stood to have made, of my wishes fgr the public, permit me 
to say there has been sbme migapprehension, for with all 
my deference to the sentiments*of the city, I am bound to 
declare, that I canfiot recommend triennial parliamehts* as a 
remedy against that cankef of the constitution, venality in 
elections ; but I ‘am ready to su'gmit my opinion ¢@o better 
judgment**f the wish for that measure shall become prevalent 
in the kingd#m. Purity of parliarhen® is the corner-stone if 
the commonwealth - and as one obvioas means towards this 
necessary end is to strengthen and extend the natural relation 
between the constitwents and the elé@cted, I have, in“his view, 
publicly — my earnest wishes for a more full and equal 
represantatign by the addition of one kaight of the shire in 
a county, asa further *alance to the mertenary boroughs. 

I have thrown out this idea with she just diffidence of a 
private man when he presumes to suggest anything new on a 
high matter. Animated by your approhation, I shall with 
better hope continue humbly sto submit it to tie public 
wisdem, gs an object most deliberately to be weighed, accur- 
ately examined, and maturely digested. ad , 

Having many times, when in the service of the.crown, and 
when retired from it,eexperienced, with gratitude, the favour 
of my fellow-citizens, I am now particularly fortunate, that, 
‘with their good liking I can offer anything towards upholding 
thia wisely-combined frame of mixed government against the 
decays of time, aad thes deviations ingident to all human 
institutiogs ; and I shall esteem my lie honoured indeed, if 

‘d On the subject of triennial parliaments, Lord Chatham appears 
suseqintly to have changed his opinion, as will bg seen by reference @ 


to his speech in the Lords, April 30, 1771, in which he declares himself 
“a convert to triennial parliaments.” 


» 
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the city of London can vouchdfe tp think that my endeavours 
have not been wanting to maintain thé national honour, to 
defend the colonies, and extend the commercial greatness of 
my cdéintry, as well as to preserve from violation the law of 
the land, and the esrential rights Of the constitution. 

e 


bd © 
© 
COMMENTS ON PARLIAMENTARY HAPPENINGS 
, (DECEMBER, 1,370). - = 
. 


Source.—Letters of Juniuse (Letter LX XXI.). ‘Lorfdon : 
¥ G. 11 and Sons. 191I. Vel. i. 


Ps e 
For the ‘“‘ Public Aduprtiser,’”’ Decembey 14, 1770. 
e 7 y : 
SECOND CHAPTER OF FACTS, OR MATERIALS FOR POSTORY. 


e 

* 1. The Earl of Chatkam* having asserted, on Teuesday last, 
in “he House of Lords¢ that Gibraltar was open‘ to an attack 
from the sea, and thatsif the enemy were masters of the bay, 
the place &uld not make amy long resistange, he was answered 
in the following words by that great statesman the Earl of 
Sandwich :—“ Supposing the noble Lord’s argumtnt,to be 
well founded, and supposing Gibraltae to be now unluckily 
taken, stil, according to the noble Lord’s own doctrine, it 
would be no great matter. For aithqugh we are not mastets 
of the sea at present, we probably shall be so some time or 
other, antl then, my ]ords, there will be no difficulty in re- 
taking Gibraltar.” N.B. This Earl fs a privy counsellors and 
appeared to Mive concertéd this satisfactory answer with Peg 
Trentham at the fire-tide. 

2. Sir EdWard Hawke, on Wednesdayelast, gave the House 
of Commons a very pompous account of the fleet. Being 
asked why, if our navy was so numeraits and ready for sere 
vice, a squadron was not sent to Gibraltar and the West 
Indies ? his answer was candid :—‘¢ That éor his part he did 
not understand sending ships abr8ad when, for aughthe knew, 
they might be wanted to defend our own coast.” Such i$ the 


& care taken of ogr pessessions abroad! One great minister 


tells @s they may be easily retakeh ; another assures us that 
e e . e 
e 
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they cannot be defended. Wil! that man who sleepeth never 
awake *until destrrption “come s upon him? Has he no 
friend, no servant, to draw his curtain, until Troy is actually 
in flames ? « 

3. Lord North informedethe House of Comraons of Wed- 

. nesday that, although he wishtd for an honourableaccommo- 
datson, he thought it his duty to tell the Housé, that, he feared 

war was too probable ; that he intended to move for a further 
augmentation of ten thofsand seathen, and that, at any rate, 
he should 2xlvise the keeping ug the naval,and military force 
upon the augmented establishment, for that, notwithstanding 
the language held by the French and Spanish ministers, there 
was, all over Ffance ands Spain,}the greatest appgarance of 
hostile p-eparations. . 

4. The riot in the House of Lords has shocked the delicacy 
of Sir PletcHer Norton. Upon occasign of some clamour ges- 
terday, he called to them, with all the softness of a bassodn, 
Pray, gentlemen, bg orderly ; you ase almost as bad.@s the other 
House. Z . 

5: On Tuesday last, Lord Camden de}ivered into the House 
of Lords a paper containing three questions, relative to the 
doctrifte laid down in Lord Mansfield’s paper, ewhich he 
desired that Lord would afiswer, if he could. Lord Mansfield 
was very angry at being taken by surprise upon a subject he 
had never had an opportunity of considering, and@said that 
he salued the constitutinal liberty of the subject too much 


my ; 
to answer interrogatories. . ° 


‘ 
THOMAS HUTCHINSON TO LORD HILLSBOROUGH 
(1771). 
eSourca.— Calendar oftbome Office Papers, 1770-1772. Pp. 191-193. 
* Thos. Hutchinson, Governor of [Massachusetts Bay], 
to Lérde{ Hillsborough). 


2 J] an.—The disorders in the colonies d# not seem to have 
kecn*caused by the defects in the rd or constitutions Of, 
government. They haveenot prevailed in proportion gs éne ° 

e 
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has been under a more i a form of government than 
another. They must be attributed to a gause, commén te all 
the colonies,—a loose, false, and absurd notion of the nature 
of goyernment, spread by designing, artful men, setting bounds 
to the“supreme authority, and admitting parts of the com- 
miinity, awd even individuals, to judge when those bounds are - 
exceeded, and to obey or disobey accordingly. These prin- 
ciples prevailing, there can be no interior force exerted, and, 
disordereand confusion mifst# be the vffect ; and when thére is 
no apprehension of force frem the supreme authofity, the 
effect is the same itMhe distinct parts asin the whole. Under 
these circumstances measures forereforming the constitution 
of any people will probably fc ineffectual, and tend to increase 
their disorders. The colofii#s were under these circy/nstances 
when he wrote his first prrvate letter. There was a general 
opivion prevailing that they could distress the ‘king4om by 
withdrawing’ their commerce from it, and that there was not 
the least danger of any compulsory measurgs. In this colony 
there was room tg hope for a change of circumstances, but it 

was uneertain, and probably at a distance. » They“hadq just 

felt the shock of that most fortunate sttoke which freed the 

Castle from any dependence upon tHe people, and kept the 

harbour and town of Boston under the command of the King’s 

ships ; but the effects did not appear. He was striving for 

a just deaision in the case ofthe soldiers, and not without 

hope, but far from being certain of success. There wes a 

prospect, of tis dissolution of the confederacies against im- 

portation, though several of the colonies appeared to be more 

resolute. TImre was also an expectation @f a rupture between 

Great Britain and France or Spain, or both, which would tend 

to show the people their dependence Om the kingdomp andy 
the reasonableness of their submission to the supreme 

authority. He was not insensible of the peculiar defects in 

the constitution of thig province*and he has complained of 

the Council as beitig under undue influence, and casting their 

 veight into that scale which had ‘much too great propértion 

“before but was doubtful himselfs and there were others 


* 
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a 
doubtful also, whether, while the body of the people*contihued 
m tlfe state they gvere then in, councillors appointed by the 
Crown would dare to undertake the trust ; or, if they should 
do it, whether the people in general would not refusegé submit 
to their authority ; and he feared the, consequences of gither 
would more than countervdil the advantages te’ arise merely 
feom an alteration in the constitution. To this must be 
attributed the want of determingtion which appeared in his 
ivate letters, and jot to any unwillingness té trust his 
Lordship’ with his real sentintents. a 
The change ih the temper of the people has Len brought 
about sooner, and to a *reater degree, than anybody could, 
expect ; and they seem mow togbe ag well prepared to receive 
such a change in the constitution as at any futyre time ; or, 
if it shou‘d be deferred, they wil? prebably remain in tolerably 
good*ordef until such time as may lse judged cgnvenien?, pro- 
vided something is done in the meantime to discover the 
resentment of she kingdom against their avowed principles 
and practices, which shall give them cause to imagine “that 
further n meassires are to be taken with them. Such resent- 
ment has been evegywhere expected? ff omitted, they will 
go back to their former disorders. .That wise step of changing 
* the garrison at the Gastlt began their cure. In the height of 
this confusion a citadel upon Fort Hill seemed also to be 
necessary. Now thinks theesame end is answéted without 
ite It, may, however*® be proper for the King to have the 
actual possession of the spot, either by erecfing a warehouse 
or magazine, or by making some kiné of enclogure to restrain 
encroachments, aad yet*not prevent the inhabitants from 
using the place to walk and air themselves in ; as they now 
freqpently do.e There is a voteef the town for selling it. Will 
watch their motions, and, if anything further is attempted, 
will take public motice of it. If no fusther advances are made 
for secpring good behaviéur, thereseertainly will be no re- 
céling. To depart suddenly from what’ has’ been done at 
ethe*Castle, &c., would Be very danmgeross. Every Act & 
Parliament carried int? execution in the colonies nds to 
* @ ° 4 
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strengther! Government there. firm persuasion that Parlia- 
ment is determined at all events to maiftain the supreme 
authority is all they want ; few or none are so weak as to 
question éhe power to doit. If Acts were passed more or less 
to cqntrol them" every Session, they” would soon be familiar- 
ized to thes; their erroneous opinions would die away, and - 
peace and order would revive. An Act to enable the King to 
alter the bounds of the Rrovince by chis commission, the pm 
charter notwithstanding, by Making the province, of Main, 
and country east of &, a distinct and separate province, and 
to annex or‘not, as His Majesty should think fit, New Hamp- 
shire to the Massachusetts, or,to separate the country east of 
Penobscot and annex it to Nqva Scofia, might'either be kept 
as a rod over them, or, if executed immediately, would show 
a just, resentment against‘the* province for countenaéncin ng the 
intrysions in tke eastern tountry, whereby the King’ s timber 
is exposed to Alpen and havoc, and would be a striking instance 
of the power “and authority of Parliament. Gives his reasons 
for thinking that the Act would be executed. Suggests that 
whenever the charter aaid case of the province canpel under, 
consideration, instead df expressly declawng that the power 
of electing touncilloys by«the Assembly shall determine, the 
King should be enabled by his Royal oxder of declaration to~ 
determine it, and to appoint a Council instead, as he shall 
think proper. The late «Act pe®mitting the issue of bills of 
credit at New York was extremely well adapted to mgintain 
the authority oF Parliament* 

Makes application in behalf of Capt. Phillips, the late com- 
manding officer, who is by far the greatest sufferer of any 
belonging to the late garrison. 

Is taking every measure, tonsistent Wwhh the honow: of « 
Government, to reconcile civil and military, whigs and tories: 
They begin to be sensible that it mustebe a véry bad constitu- 
tion.indeed which js nofpreferable to the savage stage they 


have been in for some years past. oo Private. 
XR. goth March. @ e¢ = 28 
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® hos. Hutchixson, Gover por of [Massachusetts Bay], to 
[Lord Hillsborough]. 


25 Aug. —Mr. Henry Barnes, who lately arryéd from 
England, has requested him, the Goyrnor, to cover a Jetter 
from him to his Lordship, and to represent, his sufferings and 
_ Services in the cause of Government. Has,no® been made 
. acquainted with the scontents of athe letter. Mr. Barnes has 

certainly , suffered greatly by" refusing to comply with the 

scheme ¢f non- importation, and by his “ndeavours to support 
the authority of the magistrate ; but in his soltitations for 
compensation | he shows more ingpatience than could be wished, 

Is willing to attribute it to os d«hafed with his troubles, 

and impressed with a strong sei of his merit, which he sup- 

poses to *xceed that of many othérs who have received” the 

favollrs of Government. He complains of his,the Governor’ S, 

neglecting him, in not particularly recommending his case 

when he went tS England. Théugh he did not ask it, he yet 
concluded it had been done in the course of public corre- 

»spandence. He, the Governor, transfnitted an account of the 

incendiary Jetters, ang would have been more particular had 

, he been requested. Thought thas for lais general character, 

* which is very good, lae depended on Sir Francis Barnard, who 

held him in esteem, and to whom hes was more particularly 

known. If there were any@hing irs the province in his, the 

G®vemor’s, disposal worth accepting, would | give it him, but 

there is not. 

Makes his grateful acknowledgments to hjs Lordship for 
H.M.’s warrant t# the Commissioners of the Customs for the 
payment of his salary. The fund on which the warrant is 

® chayged would riSe*to a very latge sum if the illicit trade with 

*Holland could be prevented. 

The consumption ofetea in Ameri@ exceeds what anybody 
in England imagines. Some supp#® fivg-sixths of the con- 
sumption in the last two years has been smugglt cd, and in 

* Philadelphia’ and New York it is jadgeé@ nine-tenths. Tie 
traders make such an éxtravagant profit that it wil require 
6 e 4 
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more “frequent seizures to discourage them than there is any 
reason to hope for. If the India tompany Yad continued the 
sale of their teas at 2s. 2d. to 2s. 4d., as they sold them two 
years agg the Dutch trade would have been over by this 
time , but now that teag.are 3s. and tpwards i in England, the 
illicit Teale afford to lose one chest in three, whereas not 
one in a hundred has been seized. The custom-house officers 
on shore have strong inducements to do their duty, bein 
entitled to ‘a proportion of one-third of more, but they are 
really afraid of the rae of the,péople. The sea officers have 
of late been fnore active, and Admiral Montagtie appears dis- 
posed to keep out his cruise Dotbts, however, whether 
this trade witl ever be sgeaotea in Sny other way than by 
reducing the price in England’ to the exporter very near the 
price it is at in Holland. ‘For want of this, the revénue has 
lost, the last an¢: present ytars, at least 60,0001. sterling, irom 
the 3d. duty only. Believés the cruisers are capable of doing 
more, SuggeSts that a greater proportion ig necessary for 
the particular officer who makes the seizure under aacom- 
mission from the Custortis than what he is now entjtled to. 
Has discovered, when he‘has sworn some.of the Navy officers 
to qualify them for their oommissions from the Customs, a 
great indifference and disinclination te make themselves 
obnoxious to the peopfe without any great advantage to 
themselves.—“Boston. R.«zgth Ost. 


e © 
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Thos. Hutchinson, Gopernor of [Massachusetts Bay], to 
x Lord [Hillsboroygh). 


10 Sept.—In reply to his Lordship’s private letter of 30 May, 
not received till he had closed,his letter of the ,25th August. 
Now submits an estimate of the consumption of Bohea tea in, 
America. The two towgs of Boston and Charlestown con- 
sume a chest, or about ‘349 Ibs., per‘day. The towns are not 
more than one: eighth, perhaps not more than one- tenth ¢f 
thee province. Suppose they consume only 300 chests in the 
year, ang allow that they are one-eighth, ' will make 2,400 


a 


» TO LORD HILLSBOROUGH 29 


chegts for the whole pravince. This is much short, for irf the 
country towns tere is muth more tea drunk in proportion 
than at Boston. This province is not one-eighth part of the 
colonies ; and in other Governments, New, YorkeeSpecially, 
they consume tea in mich, greater psoportion., If it be one- 
eighth, the whole continent consumes 19,200 chests, which 
at 4]. per chest, the 3d. duty only, amountsyto 76,800/. But 


-~-«.the computation is Short in every part. In New York they 


impgrt.scarce any other than Dutch teas. In Rhode Island 
and Pennsylvgnia it is little etter. “In this province the 
Dutch traders are increasing. Has frequent information of 
large quantitjes when too latg ; and sometimes such persorss 
are concerned as hesthought %quld*not have beén capable of 
countenancing perjury or fraud. Cannot help fepeating that 
unless the East India Company bring the price of tea g0 near 
to the price in Holland as to make the profit of importing 
from thence not equal to the risk, there will scarce be any 
imported from’ England. The*acting collector at Falmouth, 
in Ca$co Bay, acknowledged it to be ttue that the Acts of 
Tiade were*broken every day in Ris district, but said the 
officers onshore c@udd not prevent it. He suggested that the 
only way to prevent it,was to irtrease the number of small 
schooners, and to k®#ep one or more constantly cruising in the 
bay, rigged and fitted like schooners? © We haye not virtue 4 
enough to become apnoxifus to the people merely from a 
Zens@ of duty.” It seems, therefore, best tpshave one officer 
only in each vessel with a commissign from the Customs, and 
he to have the command, and to be entitle@ to all but the 
King’s half of tle forfeiture ; which would give him a good 
chance of making a small fortune. There does not seem to 
betthe same*reason for sharitg any part among the crew or 
other officers as in cases of prizes taken in war, where all 
their lives are exposéd for in the*® present case there is no 
danger of resistance to an armed“Vessek seeing that all the 
smgugglers are themselves unarmed and depend entirely gn 


concealment.—Boston., R. 29eOctoBer. ® Me 
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REFORMERS IN PARLIAMENT REC@MMENDED TO’ 
SINK DIFFERENCES AND PROMOTE UNION (4771). 


Source. Tellers, of Junius (Letter LIX.). London: G. Bell 


© « and Sors. Igt!o. , Vol. x 


To the Printer of the “‘ Public Advertiser,”’ October 5, 1771. * 


SIR, e, ee : 

No man laments more sincerely than I do the ynhappy 
differences which have arisen among the friends of tHe people, 
and divided*them from each other. The cause undoubtedly 
suffers as well by the diminution of that strength which union 
carries withat as by the éeparyte loss‘ of personal reputation, 
which every man sustains when his character and conduct are 
frequently held forth in® odious or contemptible” colours. 
These“ differen¢es are orfly advantageous to the corimon 
enemy of the country ; the hearty friends of the cause are 
provoked anf disgusted ; the‘lukewarm advotate avails him- 
self of any pretence-to relapse into that indolent indiffzrence 
about everything that 6ught to interest an Englishman,«so 
unjustly dignified with “the title of moderation ; the false, 


= 


insidious partisan, who creates or foments the disorder, sees 5 


the fruit of his dishonest industry riper. beyond his hopes, 
and rejoices in the promise of a banquet, only delicious to such 
an appetite 4s his own. Kt is tinte for those who really mean 
the cause and the people, who have no view to private ati- 
vantage, and who have virttie enough to prefer the general 
good of the coyamunity ‘to the gratification of personal ani- 
mosities,—it is time for such men to inteepose ; let us try 
whether these fatal dissensions may not yet be reconciled ; 
or, if that be impracticable, let us guard a&i“ieaSt against “he 
worst effects of division, and endeavour to persuade these* 
furious partisans, if they will not consent to draw together, 
to be separately useful ® that cause which they all pretend 
to be attached to. Honour and honesty must not be re- 


n}unced, although a thousand, modes of right and’ wrong were ‘ 


to occupy the degrees of morality between Zeno and Epicurus. 
t ? ‘ ‘ t 


t 


_.municate ; and even*if the fathers of the c 
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The fundamental princigles of Christianity may still be’ pre- 
strved, though eyery zealohs sectary adheres to his own 
exclusiye doctrine, and pious ecclesiastics make it part of their 
religion to persecute one another. The civil constitytfon, too, 
that legal liberty, that general creed, which every Engliskman 
professes, may still be supported, though Wilkes ynd Horne, 
Townshend and Sawbridge, should eS resuse to com- 
c i urch, if Savile, 
Richmond, Camden, » Rockingham, and Chatham, should 
disagree ‘in the ceremonies ofstheir plitical worship, and 
even in the interpretation of twenty texts in Magna 
Charta. I speak to the*peopla as one of the people. Let us 
° ° . . . 
employ these men iy Whatever departments their various 
abilities are best suited to, and as much to the advantage 
of the c®émmon cause as their different inclinations ‘will 
perm&. ‘They cannot serve us w&hout essentially serying 
themselves. ° 
If Mr. Nash “be elected, he will hardly venfure, after so 
recent % mark of the personal esteem of his fellow-citizens, 
sto weclare himself immediately a cOurtier. The spirit and 
actiyity of the sheriffs will, I hope, be sufficient to counteract 
,any sinister intentions of the loré mayor ; in céllision with 
their virtue, perhaps he may take fire. 
It is not necessary to exact from My. Wilkes the virtues of 
a Stoic. They were inconsis®&nt with themselves who, almost 
ai’ thessame moment, represented him as the,basest of man- 
kind, yet seemed to expect from’ him such instances of forti- 
tude and self-denial as would do honour to ag apostle ; it is 
not, however, flattery to say, that he is obstinate, intrepid, 
and fertile in expedients ; that he has no possible resource but 
in fae public favoU®, is, in my j&dgment, a considerable recom- 
Snendation of him. I wish that every man who pretended to 
popularity weré in the game preditament ; I wish that a 
retreateto St. James’s were not so &®y apd open as patriots 
have found it. To Mr. Wilkes there is no access. Howeve 


* he “may be “misled by passion, or imprielence, I think he 


cannot be guilty of a deliberate treachery to the public ; the 
® » 3 
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favour of his country constitutes the shield which defends 
him against a thousand dagetrs, desertfon would disarm 

I haVeetoo much respect for the abilities of Mr. Horne to 
flatter myself that these gentlemen will ever be cordially 
reunited ; it is not, however, unreasonable to expect thateach ° 
of them shotld act his separate part with honour and integrity 
to the public. As for differences of opinion upon speculativeuue 
questions, “if we wait until they are reeonciled, the action of 
human affairs must Be suspended forever. But neither are we 
to look for perfection in any one man, nor for agreement among 
enany. When Lord Chatham affirms that the authority of the 
British legiflature is not syt’eme over the colonies in the 
same sense i which it is supreme over Great Britain ; when 
Lord Camden supposes a necessity (which the king i to judge 
of), and, founded upon that necessity, attributes to the trown 
a legal power (not given! by the Act itself) to suspend the 
operation of an act of the législature, I listéh to them both 
with diffidence and*respect, but without the smallest°degree 
of conviction or assent ? yet I doubt not they delivered tiieir: 
real sentiments, nor ought they to be hastily condemned. I, 
too, have a élaim to the candid interpretation of my country, . 
when I acknowledge an involuntary contpulsive assent to one 
very unpopular opinién. I lament the unhappy necessity, 
whenever it arises, of prdviding for the safety of the state by 
a temporary igyasion of the personal liberty of the sebject. 
Would to God it were practicable to reconcile these important 
objects in eve’ possible situation of public affairs! I regard 
the legal liberty of the meanest man in Britain as much as 
my own, and would defend it with the same zeal. I know we 
must stand or fall together. ‘But I never‘can doubt that!the 
community has a right to command, as well as to purchase, 
the service of itsmemkets. I see that ¢ight founded originally 
upor a necessity whicft'supersedes all argument ; F see it 
established by usage immemorial, and admitted by more than 
a tacit assent of thelegislature. I conclude there is no remedy : 
in the hature of things for the grievance complained of ; for 
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if there were, it must long sjnce have been redressed. *Thoufgh 
numbesless opportunities fon presented themselves highly 
favourable to public! liberty, no successful attempt has ever 
been made for the relief of the subject in this article... Yet it 
has been felt and complaiaed of ever since England had a 

,navy. The conditions which*constitute this right smust be 
taken together ; separately, they have little weight. @ It is not 
fair to argue from any abuse in the execution td the illegality 
Of ii power, much less is a conctu$ion to be drawn from the 
navy to*thé‘land service. A seaman can rver be employed 
but against the ehemies of his country. The onl} case in 
which the king can have a sight to arm his subjects in general 

_ is that of a foreigh force being actyally Janded upon our coast. 
Whenever that case happens, no trfe Englishman will inquire 
whether the,king’s right to compe? hirS to defend his country 
be the cqstom of England or a grant o% the legislature. With 
regard to the press for seamen, it dces not follow that the 
symptoms may no be softened, alshough the distnper can- 
not be cused. Let bounties be increased as.far as the, public 
purse gan suppost them.* Still they haWe a limit, and when 
every reasonable expense is incurred, it Will*be found, in fact, 
that tht spur of the press is wanted to give operation to the 
bounty. > ~ 

Upon the whole, I never had a doubt about the strict right 
of pressing, until I heard that Jgord Mansfield had aplauded 
Lord,Chatham for deliveting something like this doctrine in 
the House of Lords. That consideration stagBered ine not 
a little. But, upon reflection, his condutt accounts naturally 
for itself. He knew, the ddctrine was unpopular, and was 
eager to fix it upon the man who is the first object of his fear 
apd degestation. » I eecunning Scotchman never speaks truth 
without a fraudulent design. In council he generally affects 
to take a moderate part, Besides hiss natural timidity, it 
makes part of his political pin never tesbe known to recom- 


D) 

* Thig suggestion was adopted by the cities of London, Bristol, and 

Ecanburgh, and tlfe towns of Montrose, Abercten, Ean, and 
Lynn. F 
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m€nd Violent measures. When the guards are called forth to 
murder their fellow-subjects, if, is not by the ostensiblé advice 
of Lord Mansfield. That odious office, his prudence tells 
him, és, better left to such men as Gower and Weymouth, as 
Barrington and Grafton. Lord Hillsborough wisely confines 
his firmaéss to the distant “Americans. The designs of. 
Mansfield;are more subtle, more effectual, and secure.—W/ho 
attacks the lHverty of the press ?—Lerd Mansfield. Who in- 
vades tfie constitutional péwer of juries ?—Lord Mansfield. 
What judge ever Shallengeal 4 juryman, but Loré Mansfield ? 
Who wa¢that judge, who, to save the king’ brother, affirmed 
that a man of the first rank afid quality, who obtains a 
verdict im a suit for griminal conversation, ‘is entitled to no 
greater damages than thé meanest mechanic ?—Lord Mans- 
ft2ld ? Who is it makts commissioners of the great seal ?— 
Lofd Mansfeld? Whe is it forms a decree fot thése com- 
missioners, deciding against Lord Chatham,* and afterwards 
(finding bfiiself opposed by the judges) decares in Parliament 
that he never had a doubt that the law was in digect oppo- 
sition to that decree?—Lord Mansfield. Wko is he that has 
made it the study arid practice of his¢life to undermine and 
alter the whole sygtem ef jurisprudence in the Court of King’s 
Bench ?—Lord Mansfield. Theré never existed a man but 
himself who answered exactly to so complicated a description. 
Compareti to these enermitiee, his original attachment to the 
Pretender (to whom his dearest brother was confidenfial cecre- 
tary) i$ a vittue of the ‘first magnitude. But the hour of 
impeachmept will come, and neither he nor Grafton shall 
escape me. Now let them make commgn cause against Eng- 
land and the House of Hanover. A Stuart and a Murray 
should sympathize with each other. ¢* ¢ f c 
When I refer to signal instances of unpopular opinions de- 
livered and maintajned by men who may ¢vell be supposed to 
have no view but thepublic goou, I do not mean tq renew the 
discussion of such opinions. I should be sorry to revive the 


. * Qn the Burtou Pyxsent estate, which was disputed by the relatives 
of th. deceased with the Earl of Chath&m. 
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dormant questions of Stam$ Act, Corn Bill, or Press Warrant. 
I nfean only to illustrate one jseful proposition, which it is 
the intentjon of this paper to inculcate :—That we should not 
generally reject the friendship or services of any, mangbecause 
he differs from us ina particflay opinion. @This will got appear 
ea superfluous caution if we ‘observe the ordinary Sconduct 
of thankind. In public affairs, there is the least ch&ince of a 
perfect concurrence of Sgntiment gr inclination. Yet every 
man 1s able,tp contribute éomething to the common stock, and 
no man’s coftribution should be rejected. if individyals have 
no virtues, their vices may, be of use to us. I care not with 
what principle the new- -borh patraot is animated, if the mea- 
sures he supports are beneficial to *he cémmunity. The nation 
is interested in his conduct. His gotives are his Gwn. The 
properties of. a patriot are perishable” in the individual, but 
there is a quick succession of subjects, “nd the breed is worth 
preserving. The spirit of the Americans may began useful 
example to us. Our dogs and hor%es are English only upgn 
English g3ound ; but patriotism, it seems, may be improved 
bye tramspfanting. I will not reject a, * bil] which tends to 
confine, parliamentary® privilege within reasonable bounds, 
thqugh ‘it should be stolen from the Ffouse of Cavendish, and 
introduced by Mr. Onsl8w. The features of the infant are a 
proof of the descent, and vindicate the noble birth from the 
baseness of the adoption, I Willingly’ accept of a sarcasm 
from Colenel Barré, or a simile from Mr. Burke# Even the 
silent vote of Mr. Calcraft is worth reckoning in a division. 
What though he riots in thg plunder of the arrey, and has 
only determined to be a patriot when he could not be a peer ? 
Let us 2 pion by the assistance of such men while they are 
with u% and plate “tffem, if it be possible, in the post of 
dan%er, to prevent desertion. The wary Wedderburne, the 
pompous Suffolk, fever tlre ¥ away the scabbard, nor ever 
went uponea forlorn hope. They alwA¥8 treated the king's 
servants as men with whom, some time or other, they might 
possibly be in friendship. When aanan Who Stands forth for 
the public has gone that length from which roe. is 4 


Cad) 


°n 


cd 


wench ge 


36 REFORMERS (N PARLIAMENT fe UNION, e. 


ficable “retreat, wheit he has giten that kind of personal 
offence, which a pious monarth never pardons, I then bégin 
to think him in earnest, and that he never will haye occasion 
to solie't the, forgiveness of his country. But instances of a 
determination so enfire and upréserved are rarely met with. © 
Let us®take mankind as they are. Let us distribute the: ~ 
virtues @nd abilities of individuals according to the offices — 
they affect, and, when they quit the service, let us endeavour 
to supply their places with better men than we have los. In 
this country there are always candidates enough for popular 
favour. The temple of fame is the shortest passage to riches 
and preferment. c 5 a 

Abovetall things, let me@uard my countrymen against the 
meannes$ and folly of accepting of a trifling or moderate 
compensation for extraordinary and essential ifjuries. Our 
enemies tréat us as the cunning trader does “the funskilful 
Indian. ghey magnify their generosity when they give us 
haubles, of little proportiénate value, for ivory and gold. The 
same Ffouse of ‘Commons, who robbed the constituent body 
of their right of,free election; who presumed to make a law 
under pretence of declaring it; who* paid qur good king’s — 
debts, Without ofce irfquiring how they were incurred ; who ~ 
gave thanks for repeated murders cofnmitted at home, and for 
national, infamy inturred abroad ; who screened Lord Mans- 
field; who imprisoneti the rfiagistrates of the metropolis for 
asserting t&¢ subject’s right to the protection ofethe*laws ; 
who erased a judicia! record, and ordered all proceedings ina 
criminal stit to be suspended;—this very House of Com- 
mons have graciously consented that tlreir own members may 
be compelled to pay their debts, and that contested elections 
shall for the future be detérmined witht Sonte decent r&gard <o 
the merits of the case. The event of the suit is of no ton- 
sequence to the erbwn. While parliam&nts are septennial, 
the purchase of thesitting member or of the petitéoner makes 
but the difference of a day. Concessions such as these are 
of little momeftt téthe sum of things ; unléss it be fo prove 
tha the worst of men are sensible ofthe injuries they have — 
‘ Ae 
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dome ws, and perhaps to Ae nstrate to us the imminent 


danger of our situatipn. In thé shipwreck of the state, trifles 


_ float and*are preserved, while everything solid and valuable 
¢ 


sinks to the bottom, and is Jost for ever. ° 
. e eJpntus: 


DISTRESS CAUSED BY HIGH PRICES (1792). 
- Source.—Calendar of Holne Offices Papers, a 1772. 22. 490. 


Forestalli ng and B& nerassine. ° 


Iz April—aA paper signed “ near Dorchester,” addressed 
to the King (the newspapers talting notice of His Majesty’ s 
desire to see the price 6f provisiows lowered), to lay before 
him the evils of forestalling and ergrossing. As examples of 
engrossing 1g the neighbourhood of Dorchester, the wre¢ter 
instancef the manors of Came, Whitcomb, Muncton, arf 
Bockhampton. ‘whe first, he says, about thirty ya@rs before, 
had many inhabitants, many holding leasehold estates under 
the lord gf the, manor for three lives. Some of these had 
estates of 15/., 20l., and 301. a year, beng for the most part 
carefuly industfious pedfle, obliged to be careful to kegp a little 
' cash in order to keep the estate in the family if a life should 
drop. Their corn was brought to market, and they were 
content with the market price. ¢ Their gattle were seld in the 
Same manner. Their caildren when of proper age were 
martried,*and children begotten, without fea¢ ®f poverty. 
But the lord had since turned out all*the people, and the 
whole place was in his own Isands, while not half the quantity 
of corn was sown that formerly had been. The writer also 
he gn account ow one Wm, Taunton, though only a 

enant®f the Dean and i Chapter of Exon, was gradually getting 
the whole parish jnto his own hands. » tie says, comparing 
his own with past times, tha’ formerly adarmer that occupied 
100/.«a year was thought a tolerable one, andthe that occupied 
four 0 five hungred pounds a very great one indeed ; but now 
they had farmers that oceupied ffom one fhousand tog two 
thousand per annum» who did not want m@gney to paye their 
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rent, as did the little farmer we were obliged to séll their 
corn, &c. The writer gives it as the gerferal opinion that the 
kingéom had become greatly depopulated, some averring the 
population td have decreased by aefourth within the preceding 
hundred, years. He' further sdys: “‘ Your Majesty must put . 
a stop tq, inclogures, or oblige y* lord of y* manor to keep up 
y* antient cuttom of it, and not suffer him to buy his tenant’s 
interest*; to have all the ‘houses pulled down, and ¥" Whole 
parish turn’d inté a farm y this is a fashionable practice, and 
by none*more y® Jn° Damer. Esq., y® owlier of Came, and 
his brother Lord Milton.” , ‘ 


€ . 
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MEETINGS OF WEAVERS AND OTHERS TO PETITION 
é THE KING (1773). a 
€ é 
bs Source.—Calendar™ of Home Office Papers, 1773-1975. 
a Pp. 39-425 and 65. 


©13-27 Apnil—A series of letters and other pagers about 
meetints of weavers, coalheavers, &c. A Rrinted handbill, 
calling them tog€ther, was first dispersed in Spitalfields ‘on 
the 12th, April. Next day notice oY it was “given to Lord 
Rochford by Sir John Fielding. @he,handbill to the weavers 
is signed “‘ Ten Thqusand,” and exhorts them “to stand up 
and carry the truth to the King.” “Let us rise up as one 
man and wait humbly upon the King at St. James’ every day. 
He will th®h¢grant the humble petition of the worthy Lord 
Mayor and vee of London, who have begged him to 
have pity u\pon the poor, and totremove those evil ministers 
who will not lower the price of provisions to relieve us, and 
who will take no care of ourtrade. Letue gg daily andrepeat 
our prayer to the King, and he will at length hearkefi to,us, 
and remove his evi counsellors. Then,shall we and our 
poor families be able to gainean honest and comfortable 
livelihood by a teasonable industry ; if not, our trade will be 
lost for ever. We all remember that some years age mare 
than 20,000 of our trade Waited on the King for several days 
togeter, and he,was convinced of their distress. N.B.—Do 
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not be guilty of any disoSder ; only slow yourselv& to flre 
King, that he may see your distress every day.” 

The magistrates th Bethnal Green granted a privy search- 
warrant, to “set aside all tumults and riots which ‘might 
happen,” and next day réported that everything had bgen 
* quiet the night before. es bd 

On the 16th April it was reported that printed ¢handbills, 
verbatim the same as thgse to the weavers, exc€pt the address 
[and the signature, “‘ Oge of Two Thousang ”’] had been dis- 
tributed afnong the coalheaverse in Shadwell. Everything 
was quiet, but (say the justices) “ we greatly fear some evil 


. -) ei8 
agents are abroad sowing Sedition.” e 


On the 17th April Mr. Justi#e Wéelmot acquaiated Lord 
Suffolk that everything was quiet among the Spitalfields 
weavers, bet that he was afraid the City Marshal was makihg 
himself“ too busy ” among them. heir intention then was 
to rise in a body on the 26th and® proceed to,the House 
of Commons. ‘the sworn information of a@Victualler in 
Bethnal Green states that the City Marshalecame ta his house 
to irfquire inté the grievances of the. weavers, that it was 
agreed that eight or 4qn men should meet at the informant’s 
bouse to present a petition to the Lord Mayor ; but on his 
objecting to this proptsal, the City Marshal desired them to 
meet at any place they thought proper, Sr come into the city, 
and he would protect them, ari assur€d them my Yord Mayor 
wottld serve them so long as they kept peace ang good order. 
The Lord Mayor’s account is that hesent the City Marshal 
with the Sheriffs into Spitalfields, and that tke former got 
himself introducedethe same evening to about 50 weavers, 
when, the handbill distributed the day before becoming the 
*subj&t of conferSation, he expstulated with them on the 
ifiprudence and danger of such a proceeding, and convinced 
them it must ha%e beenesome enemy %os their well-being who 
had suggested it. The City MarSt@#s qccount convinged 
the Lord Mayor that the, intention of assembling did not, 
driginate with’the weavers. The,Lord Mayer encloses a lettere 
from ‘“ A Citizen,” in a disguised hand, in which the hope is 
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expressell that his Lot iship, now that the people had become 
the “ messengers of their owrf distress,” would not use his 
authority to interpose ‘‘ any unnecessary obstructien to the 
miserdble people,” the success of his own endeavours for the 
Seryice ot his country pot having proved equal to the “‘ honour- 
able part?’ he had acted, and the “ late remonstrance ” having * 
been “treated with a contempt which nothing but a per- 
suasion of its falsity could justify.” .In order to discover, the 
origin of the hand-bills, Sir John Fielding suggested that 
they should be shown to printers who might learn something 
from the type, he himself having once been very successful 
in discovering the forgery of(2 banknote by an application to 
the copper-plate printets, wlto detected it to have been done 
bya gunengraver. He also advised the offer of a reward from 
the justices at Hicks’ Hall. : 
On the 23rd April Mr.*Justice Wilmot wrote from thx Globe 
Tavern in Moorfields that he had just Teceived the hand- 
bill which fe*cnclosed, in cénsequence of which he had come 
to Moorfields. He found 300 or 400 weavers gathered, “and 
by their coming in it’s likely there will be thousands.” *Thé 
body of the handbill is in the same te¢ms as those already 
referred té, but addressed in this case to the “ poor water 
men, porters, and carmen, and thetr families, &c.,’’ and 
signed “ Two Thousafid.”” There is the same postscript depre- 
cating disorder. A sifnilar Handbill was also distributed, 
addressed toythe weavers as before. On this occagion ‘the 
Lord Mayor, being applied’ to, quitted his chair at the Old 
Bailey, took a hackney coach, and went to the scene to 
disperse the mob. Before he reached he spot, however, 
the “three or four hundred weavers” who had assembled 
had quietly dispersed. It Was Mr. JuStice ‘Sherwoode who : 
succeeded in getting the crowd to disperse on this occasion. 
He went alone to Mobrfields. The*weavers could not tell 
him what they ha@ co™®€ together for. Their only cémplajnt 
,was that they had a bill before the House of Commons Wich, 
«they were afraid ‘voutd not pass. He promised to convey 
any apblication they had to make to the King or the Ministry, 
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a premise which they ckberfully accepted, and then imnte- 
diately dispersed. 4 
The night befofe Mr. Alderman Oliver had received a 
letter in a large feigned hand from ‘A Citizan,” igtimating 
that nothing was intended but that the poor people sheuld 
go in large bodies to convey that convictjon which every 
gentler method had been so repeatedly yet so_vaifly tried to 
produce, and asking him “ if @ebody of starving people ’’ 
should,be, found assembling in Moorfields, jorder to be under 
the protection ofthe city magistiates to consult hqw to make 
their sorrows known to their Sovereign, not to let them be 
hunted by the jll-timed zeal of She neighbouring justices who ® 
might apply for his assistance fy suppressing a disturbance 
when the only design was to excite the emotions éf humanity 
in favour ®f the wretched. For the discovery of the writer 
of thisaletter and of the one to the Lord Mayor, alreadyere- 
ferred to, a reward of 100/. was offered, with a erdon to an 
accomplice. : = 7 
On the same day (23rd April) Mr. Rebert Pell, chairman of 
fhe ower Sessions, wrote that afterediligent secret inquiry 
after, the prénted h@adbills said to have been distributed 
among the coalheavers in the Tower difision, he had been 
induced to believe that their distribution, if real, had not been 
general. He had within the last few days, however, noticed 
a person (for some timejn thetommission of the peace for the 
county,*but whose name had been struck oug &n account of 
certain transactions with the riofousecoalheavers) in better 
plight as to garb and outward appearances thas he had been 
seen in since his disgrace, and in close familiar conference 
with labouring pegple in the streets of the neighbourhood. 
*Uporethis man*he said he had set a watch. In this letter is 
a printed petition signed by several * eet whose places 
of residence are also givel?, pings” 6 the nobility, gentry, 
&c. who are real lovers of the King an Coumtry’s prosperit#,” 
attriputing the distresses of the silkweavers to the great @ 
éncouragement given to, the importdtion®and wearjng of ° 
foreign wrought silks, and imploring their, assistapce to 
° e 
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Aeneinenence such ‘“impolitic ané unnatural ” practiges by 
refusing to wear or purchase suvh goods. ¢ 

On 24th April Sir John Fielding proposed that the magis- — 
trates of each division should sit, for a week every morn- 
ing* from | Se till rz, Imving thee high constable and all the 
petty constablesestationed near them with proper messengers 
to reconnbitre, and inquire. He thought that nothing else 
would coynteract the endee yours which were being madg to 
disturb the publi& peace by inviting* ignorant and illiterate * 
bodies tog assemble. He mentioned the ,plan to “avoid 
different opinions in the magistretes, and that the whole 
might be uniform and the fofce united.” Monday, Thursday, 
and Friday were the pafticylar days of apprehension. As the 
general constables were meneof business, and must necessarily 
lose «much time in the execution of this plan, h® suggested 
that Sir John Hawkins. should be authorised to malfe them 
amends. Ga. c 

The weavers were summoned to meet again on Monday, 
26th April, when they ;vere promised they should “ absolutely 
see a petition to ke é€elivered to His Majesty’ s person bY 
the hands of people who have no reason to be ashamed or 
afraid to appear iff behalf of such distress.’ Mr. Wilmot, 


Mr. Sherwood, and Mr. Pell proceeded to Moorfields, the 


place of meeting. After a conference with a posse of about 
200 weavers they succeeded “in getting possession of the 
proposed pe®tien, which was “ artfully drawn up,” dnd then 
retired to a public-howse while the weavers elected a com- 
mittee of si®or eight to meet them. These made certain 
proposals to the magistrates, who ga¥e an answer next 
day which thoroughly satisfied the commjttee, who singerely 
promised on behalf of their body to have no more irregular’ 
meetings on the magistrates’ engaging to considerof some mode 
of subjecting their Wages to the gletision of the magistays 


in‘their quarter stssions. e 
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aay Sir John Fielding to the i of Suffolk. 


9 / tly. —Assistéd yesterday at the Middlesex General 
Quarter Sessions to carry into execution the late Act*of Par- 
liament for regulating tRe yrages of journeymep weavegs in 
Spitalfields, &c.; and the wages were then seiZled by a 
numerous and unanimous Bench to the entire @atisfaction 
of those masters ant journeymen weaverf who appeared 
there. Lsincerely hope this step will pyéve a radical cure 
for all tumultupus assemblies from that quarteg. By this 
statute your Lordship has conveyed contentment to the minds 
of thousands of His Majesty’s Subjects. The Act for appoint-e 
ing clergymen with eproper Salaries to attends the gaols, 
according to my proposals, wag algo carried in®o execution. 
This preventive step will, I am persuaded, be attended With | 
very lutary effects. I hope yout Lordship will take,ad- 
vantage of my ord North’s leisure to settle the %, regard- 
ing my preventive plan now lying before him {6 His Majesty’s 
approbation. vie a ce 
.- °@ : Peauet 

RESTRUCTION® OF TEA (CARGOES) AT BOSTON 
(DECEMBER, °1773)° Y 


Source.—Calendar of Home Office Rapers (1773-1775): 
Pp. 175 et seg. e 


© Lords of the Admiralty to the Earl of Dgrimouth. 


27 Jan.—Enclosing a copy of arpther letter from Rear- 
Admiral Montague, date@ at Boston, the 17theDec. last, give 
an account of a nob having assembled and destroyed the 

A tea exported fron, England by the East India Company.— 
{idisiralty Office. 


The enclosum. On the evening ,of 16 Dec., between 6 
and 7 o'clock, a largé mob assembled with axes, &c., en- 
couraged by Mr. John Hancock, Samuel “Adams, and others, 

,an@ marched in a body to where the ships lay, and ther@ 


destroyed the whole byestarting it into the sea. Duging the 
whole of this transaction neither the Gqverpor, Magistrates, 
s ° 6 
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owners, nor Revenue tfficers ever called for the Adnwrals 


assistance. If they had, he corld easily have prevented the 
execution of the plan, but must have endangered the®lives of 
many innecentepeople by firing on the town. 

€ . 9) € 

Lord Viscount Barrington to the Earl of Dartmouth. « 


28 J an.—Enelosing copies of two letters from Lieut-.Col. 
Leslie, coramanatng the 64lf Regiment at Castle Williém, 
Boston.—War Offict. ‘ : ae 

The enclbsures, dated respectively the 6th’ and 17th Dec., 
,1773- In the first Col. Leslie sgys that the four Commissioners 
of the Custom-house and the fve tea°agents had taken refuge 
with him that day week, afid were likely to continue some 
time. The Governor had fiot tnentioned any desire of marching 
the régiment to town. nly two of the tea ship§ hag then 
arriVed, and Mr. Handceck, ‘“‘ the Governor’s Captain of his 
Cadet Comfy,” was mounting guard on ‘board them, to 
prevent the landing of that part of the cargo, “‘ a most daring 
insult to his Excellency.” In the second letter ‘he stattes that. 
the Sons of Liberty“had destroyed 340 chests of tea that lay 
altogether at one gf the wharfs. The fourth vessel” was 
stranded near to Cape Cod ; but the tea ‘vas got safe on shore, 
and it was expected it had shared the same fate as the last. 
The regimént was ready, hade it been called upon. The 
Council would not agree to the troops gbving to town.  How- 
ever, it must efid in that. * Lenity won’t do now with the 
people here.” The gentlemen who had taken refuge in Castle 
William still continued there. : 


Chairman of the East India Company toLord Darimout). 


? 29 Jan.—Transmitting copies of several papers lately 
received relative to thé tea affair in. America.—East India 
House, Saturday nigh® ¢ 


t 
_ The enclosures; viz., (b) Petition from the Compary’s 


agents in Bostort (Richard Clarke and Sons, Benjamin ‘ 


Fanueih, jun., and Thos. and Elisha Hutchinson) to the 
c G:F 


‘ ‘ e 
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Governor and Council ; And minutes of the meetiags of the 
@ourfcil held thereupon. © 

(c) Letters froma the agents to the Directors of the East 
India Company, dated Castle William, near Boston, re- 
spectively the 2nd and 9h Dec. 1773. satel 

(d) Letters from the Confpany’s agents [Rogér Smith and 
Peger and Greenwood) at Charlestown, South Carglina, dated 
respectively 4 and 184Jec. 1773. . a 

te) Letter from the Boston agents to thé Directors, dated 
Castle Wiliam, 17 Dec.1773. 

The Boston 4gents petitioned the Governor énd Council 
to take charge of the te@on itaarrival. The meetings of the 
Council when this petitidn wasetakeg into considgration were 
several times adjourned betweéh 19 and 29 Nev. Finally, 
on the latger date a committee df Céuncil, consisting of James 
Bowdoin, Samuel Dexter, and Joha Winthrof, Esq., Raving 
been Previously appointed to draw ap a report of the deBate, 
to be presented to the Governas, their repom ‘yas discussed 
end accepted. It described the origin of the disturbances 

eto de the Act laying a duty upon fea in America, and, in 
regard to the petitjgn, referred the petitioners for personal 
protection to the ju8tices of the peace, and declared they had 
no authority to tak@thé tea, or any other merchandise, out 
of the agent’s care, while, if they advised the landing of it, 
the duty would have to be gaid orsecured, and*they would 
tlerefere be advising*a measure inconsistent,with the de- 
clared sentiments of both Hous¢s ig the last winter session 
of the General Court, advice which they copsidered to be 
altogether inexpegient and improper. They said they had 
seen with regret some late disturbances, and had advised 
* the®prosecutien Sf*their authors. The letters of the agents 
*ive an account of the people’s proceedings, and that they 
themselves haf been, obliged to *take refuge in Castle 
William. The letter of &7 Dec. “ammeunges the destrugtion 
of*the tea. " 
+ fnCharlestown, after several meetiags af the townspeople 
it was decided that the téas should not be allowed to bf landed, 
® 
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whibt six months was allowed to donsume the teas then on 
hand, after which time no teas were to be used on any pré- 
tence whilst the duty payable in ‘America continued. 


& 6 
ss 
¢ WAR MATERIAL FOR AMERICA (1774). 
e 
Sourcé,—Caléndar of Home Office Papers (1773-1775). ‘ 
e Pp..240 et seq. «¢ 


Earl of Suffolk to the Earl ef Dartmouth. . 


31 Aug.«-Sends extracts from two letters from Sir Joseph 
Yorke relative to large quantities qf gunpowder said to be 
“purchased in Holland and shipped for some ef the ports in 
North Ametica.—St. James's. 

The enclosures. It was the house of Crommelin at Amster- 
dam evhich was chiefly | concerned in this trade, A great 
quantity of war material was exported by the Dvu‘ch to 
St. Eustatiaythe centre of all contraband in that part of the 
work. 


a 


‘Earl of Suffolk to the Earl of Dartmouth. 


0 


24 Sept.—Giving “notice of intelligence reveiw een Sir 


Joseph Yorke that it was, being confirmed to hi8 Excellency 
more and more every day that Nortk: America is largely 
supplied by way of St Eustatia with what it does not choose 
to take from: England, og to exgort directly from Holland, in 
which the Dutch find their account andéwill not let the market 
want.—St. Jamés’s. Ae 


Earl of Suffolk to the Eatl of Dartmouth. 


25 Oct.—Enclosing an extract from a letter from Sir Joseph 
Yorke, stating the steps takea by him inec¢asequence of the 
instructions transmitted to him by messenger on the T7tk 
instant.—St. James’s,, « 

The enclosure. Sire] e=ph fourtd the Pensionary,as well 
disposed to satisfy the King as the most zealous wishes could 


expect. He said that whatever depended upon him to sop, 


such a angerous traffic should be done, though the manner 


- 
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of doing it could not be immediately setermined, because .it 
migh? not be advisable to’exert an extraordinary power which 
might occasion bot a clamouf and alarm. He explained, in 
_ conversation, that in the present temper of the magistsacy of 
Amsterdam it would be diéficult for the Ministry at ¢he Hague 
to work at all through that thannel. “He imagirlece that the 
clfannel of the Admiralty at Amsterdam, which is ag the same 
time charged with the-department of the Cugioms, might be 
preferred. Afterwards saw M. F4gel, whose*attachment and 
zeal are to well known to requise any new assurances. He 
soon brought a [€tter to M. Boreel, Fiscal of the Admiralty, 
and said the Prince did fot thenk it necessary or advisable 
to use any extfaordinary® metheds, bgit that he had desired 
M. Boreel to examine strictly into the affair, toeprevent in 
every way fhe departure of any Vesstl with such a cargo, &c. 
Calling on #he Prince to thank him gn the Kin$’s namé, the 
Prince Said he should always contribute with joy to the ease 
and welfare of Alis Majesty and jis dominions but that he, 
Sir Joseph, knew the merchants well enough to be convinced 
¢{heyewould seH arms and ammunition’ to besiege Amsterdam 
itself. 


e 
Lords of the ee to the "Earl of Darimouth. 


9 Dec.—Send copies of letters of 1st and 11 Nov. and 6th 
inst. from Lieut. Walton, ce the Wells cutter,*giving an 
acceuntsof his proceedifigs consequent on Logd Dartmouth’s 
letter of 18 Oct.—Admiralty Office. 

The enclosures. The vessel Lieut. Waltongwas sent to 
watch at Amsterdam, after one attempt to sail, was finally 
unladen of her cargo and partly unrigged. Information was 

ealso %btained shat # she attenspted to go down the river 
SMe would certainly be searched at the Texel by the Dutch 


Admiralty. : ‘ E ag 
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AMERICAN EXPEDITION TO CANADA (1775)... ¢ 

asin. —Calenday of Homé Office Papers (1773-1775). 
Pp. 407-409. 


« Bich Finlay to ?-Anthony Todd. 


19 and 20 Sepi.—The army under General Gage at Boston 
cannot be of much service there ; it- would require a very 
great force to penetrate aLy way into the country. Every 
American able to’ bear arms will take the field:°they will 
avoid mecting the King’s troops openly, “will harass and 
pick them off from behind trees, kedges, or any cover, and 
will ever take possession of.the ground left* by the King’s 
troops. The provincials, Sy handling arms, will become 
soldiers. They seem not’to foresee the great misery that their 
non-:mportatton and non-exportation will occartion among 
thém. Iam inclined to think that they entered “to this 
associationmore with a design to cause tr@ubles and com- 
motions in England than from a conception that .hey can 
subsist for atry time without our manufactures. The agree- 
ment not to export their produce will of itself bring them to 
implore Britain to permit them to sed it out; thousands 
must starve else. As long as the Kmg’r troops act against the 
rebellious colonists, they will hang together, and be obedient 
to their lecders. If the troops shall be withdrawn, the people 
will have nothing to divert their attention from their situa- 
tion ; they will*more forcikly feel the sad distress that non- 
exportation will inevitably eaeat in every province: every 
man will thifik for himself, they‘will become discontented, 
and will insist on making up the affair with the mother 
country. I am persuaded that after thayvare left to mflect. 
coolly on their conduct they will return to their duty. ‘her, 
no doubt, at present imagine that they will.be supplied from 
Holland and France ,,indved, it will hardly be possible wholly 
to hinder this ; yet it will be as impossible for the Amerivans 
~to get a twentieth part of what they’ll want. A few ships of 

“war c4n block up all their Reaper ber and a chain of 
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small cruisers can do the%rest: Necessity is the m@ther*ef 
invention. They will becéme expert in many manufactures, 
but without money jn the couritry the manufacturer will find 
but little encouragement. Without foreign trade *hey’ll 
have no money. ° ee 
Every soldier on the contirfent would be well eMpdoyed to 
drive the rebels from this province. The provincial troops 
have executed their plan so far. A body of tyem have gone 
rouné our works at St. John’s, ard have takeA post 6n Sorrel 
River. “BY*this means fhey cut @ff all communication with 
our little army bY water, and they are now endeavouring to 
cut off the communication*between St. John’s and Montreal. , 
If they succeed,*our tropp$ at Ste Joh’s can have no supply 
of provisions from any quarter, as the rebels are posted also at 
Isle aux Noix. We are not above Soo%Strong at Quebec. We 
lately had goo Indian warriors in ogr interest*: they Mave 
made thir peace with the provincials, and are about returning 
to their . “The rebels have, nothing to far from the 
Canadian’; nine in ten are in their interests, and, heartfly 
wish g¢hem sucsess. How have we Qeen_ deceived in the 
Canadians! Many Englishmen in this prévince have taken 
infinite pains to set th? Quebec Act ig a most horrid light to 
the Canadians, and they h&ve succeeded but too well. The 
Canadians look upon the rebels as their best friends. I 
shall not be surprised if many¢join them. We are®in a bad 
situa¢ion,in this place. @he walls are in bad repayr ; in many 
places an enemy may easily entey the town. We have no 
cannon mounted. We have not a single armed gessel in our 
harbour. General Carleton? in whose military abilities we 
have great confidence, is at Montreal. Our Lieut.-Governor 
@r. Gramahé) gn@ gol. McLeag are doing everything in 
their power to put the town in a proper posture of defence. 
The British militiasamount to 300, many qf them well-wishers 
to the rebels. The Canadians mustef*aboxt 690 ; few of them, 
I feav, willing to use their arms in defence of Quebec. Ican- , 
nqt sfppose the provincials can bring artillery against this , 
place. They know our strength, 4nd I imagine they itftend 
7 ®- @ ° 
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te “ake the town by agsault. If they cannot effect it this fall, 
they will quarter themselves in the parishes round the‘town, 
and intercept all our supplief. If theyecannot take us by 
assault nor starve us out, we hope to be reinforced from 
England* ery early in spring, for we can expect no assistance 
from the Canadian péasantry. © Many of them have told me 
that they look’on this rebellion only as a quarrel among 
Englishmen, in which they are no, ‘way immediately con- 
cerned, but thi, hereafter ‘hey’ll reap great benefit # the 
colonists shall succeed in their plans. They have the notion 


that if the rebels get entire possession of the country, they’ll 


be for ever exempted from (paying taxes. If one asks them. 


what will become of them wien thé British forces re-take the 
town in the spring, they? answer that everything will be 
settled before that time; for that when the Ministry find 
Quebec in the hands of.the Americans, they’ll re@dily comply 
with every American demand. My opinion on the®whole is 
this: Unlésseour troops at St. John’s can join us fhere, the 
rebels will starve «1s ; and even if they do, the flying parties of 
our enemies will intimidate the Canadians s6 much tleat ro 
provisions will be brought to town. Jf the 509 at St. John’s 
shall be able to jqin us; the rebels wil not be able to enter 
the town unless hunger shall force‘us ‘o abandon it. We are 
about 6,000 souls in Quebec. Perhaps the Canadians may 
return to*their duty ;*in that’ case we have nothing to fear 
from the combined force of North Anrflerica with such e Geseral 
as our Governor at our heed. 

20 Sept. There is advice from Montreal that the party on 
the Sorrel consists of 150 Canadians, headed by one Duggan, 
formerly a hairdresser of this place, and one James Living- 
stone, son of an Albany Dutchman, whé resided long ifi Mort- 
treal. It is not known whether there are any provincials with 
them ; it is supposed there are. Jt is imagined that it was 
this band of villaine wh6 fired off an artillery batteau loaded 
with stores for St. John’s ; they killed the men, 11 in nuthber, 
and took her. «Since the Governor’s proclamation offering 
pardon to the Canadians of Duggan’s party, many of them 

* ‘ 
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have deserted him, and they hourly ¢xpect to see *Duggan 
and Livingstone brought dead or alive into Montreal. General 
Schuyler, commanding the expedition against this country, 
has commanded the parishes on the Sorrel or Richlieu ‘River 
&c. to send 50 men from e&ch, armed and properlyéprovidgd, 
under pain of having fire and? sword catried among them on 
refusal. I hope this mandate will open the ey@s of the 
Canadians. The rebels could not have done us ; @reater service. 
Extract qf a letter I, received “to-day from Morftreal :— 
“The behatiour and appearance @f our militia surpasses my 
most sanguine expectations, both as to numbers and conduct. 
Courage, loyalty, and che€rfuln&s are conspicuous in their 
countenances, and theye do theis® duty cheerfully. ,I cannot 
help likewise expressing the pleasufe I feel at the @ppearance 
of the etry returning to their Le ”’—Quehec. Loe 


REVOLUTIONS FAVOURING THE AMERI@AN 
COLONIES (#775). ; 


Source,— “speech on Conciliation with Mipbricg, * Edmund Burke. 
Vol. i. of his Collected Works. London *G. Bell and Sons. 


1999. Le Piatt . 

I wish, Sir, to repea*thé Boston Port Bill, because (inde- 
pendently of the dangerous precedent *of suspending the 
rights of the subject during theking’ s Measure) it w&s passed, 
as I epprghend, with less€egularity, and on more partial prin- 
ciples, than it ought. The corposation of Boston was not 
heard before it was condemned. Other towns, fyll as guilty 
as she was, have not had their ports blocked up. Even the 
restraining bill of the’ present session does not go to the length 
af the Boston Part*Ast. The same ideas of prudence, which 
in@uced you not to extend equal punishment to equal guilt, 


even when you wefe punishing, induced, me, -who- 3 mean not to 


chastise, byt to reconcile, tobe Satistie vathgthe msg hinent 
already partially inflicted. Db lore- 
Ideas of prusence and abcommodatiqn t@ circumstances, 
prevent you from ata awdy, the ghar'ters df Gonnecticuf and 
> 
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Rhode fsland, as you,have taken way that of Massachusetts 
colony, though the crown has far less power in the two ‘former 
provinces than it enjoyed ii the latter; and though the 
abusés have ,been full as great, and as flagrant, in the ex- 
empted £yin the punished. Thes&me reasons of prudence and 


accomnvodation have weight with me in restoring the charter « 


of Massachusetts Bay. Besides, Sir, the act which changes 
the charter of¢Massachusetts is in m4ny particulars so excep- 
tionable? that iI did not‘ Wish absqlutely to repeal, Iwould 
by all means desire to alterit ; as several of its provisions tend 
to the subversion of all public and private justice. Such, 
among others, is the powe? in the governor to change the © 
sheriff at,his pleasure ¢and tb make aenew returning officer for — 
every spedial cause. Itis Shameful to behold such a regulation 
standing among English laws. € 

_ The act for bringingepersons accused of commftting murder ~ 
under the orders of government to Englapd for t ial is but 
temporary. ©hat act has calculated the probable duration of 
our quarrel with the colonies ; and is accommodated to that 
supposed duratiqn. 4 would hasten the hdppy thonsent oof 
reconciliation ; and therefore must, er my principle, get rid 
of that fnost justky obnoxious act. / 

The act of Henry the Eighth, forthe trial of treasons, I | 
do not mean to take away, but to confine it to its proper 
bounds and original ilitentior®; to make it expressly for trial — 
of treasons (and the greatest treasohs may be comsaitt@d) in — 
places where the jurisdictton of the crown does not extend. 

Having guarded the privileges of local legislature, I would | 
next secure to the colonies a fair and ynbiassed judicature ; — 
for which purpose, Sir, I propose the following resolution : © 
“That, from the time whén the gener&l ‘aséembly or, gener&l 
court of any colony or plantation in North America, sfiall_ 
have appointed byeact of assembly, duly confirmed, a settled — 
salary to the o@ic& 6f the chiet justice and other judges of — 
the superior court, it may be proper that the said chief justice © 
and ,other judgts of¢the superior courts of suth colony, shall 
hold, his and their office and offices during their good be-— 
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haviowr ; and shall not besremoved th®efrom, but when +E 
said removal shall be adjudged by his Majesty in council, 
upon a hearing on tomplaint from the general assenibly, or 
on a complaint from the governor, or council, *or the ‘house 
_ of representatives severally, gr of theecolony in®which the 
saisl chief justice and other judges have exercised ethe said 
offices.” a . 

Thanext resolution relates to the courts of admiralty. 

It is fhi¢s—‘ That it fnay be proper to regulate the courts 
of admiralty, or ¢ice-admiralty, authorized by the® fifteenth 
chapter of the fourth of George ghe Third, in such a manner 
as to make the same more comrgodious to those who sue, or 
are sued, in the said courts, and to grovide for the more decent 
maintenance of the judges in the game.” “3 

These cousts I do not wish to take away ; they™re in tkhem- 
selves pryper establishments. This cogirt is one of the capital 
securitiesjof the Act of navigation. The extent ofits juris- 
diction, iideed, has been increased ; but this is altogethereas 
propey, and is indeed on many accounts more eligible, where 
new powers were wanted, than a court ab%lutely new. But 
courts incommodiousl**situated, in effect, deny justice ; and 
a court, partaking in -he fruits of its own condemnation, is 
a robber. The congress complain, andecomplain justly, of 
this grievance.* e ° . 

These gre the three consequential propositiogs. I have 
thought of two or three more ; pied come Mather too near 
detail, and to the province of executive’government ; which I 
wish parliament always to Superintend, never to assume. If 
the first six are granted, congruity will carry the latter three. 
bi nots the things*tat remain ynrepealed will be, I hope, 
rasher* unseemly encumbrances on the building, than very 
materially detrimental to its strength and stability. 


o , 

* The Solicitor-General informed Mr. B. when tMe resolutions were 

separately moved, that the grievance of the judges partaking of the 

profits of the seizure had been redressed by goitice ; accordingly the 
° 


resolution was amended. ; ° 
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THE ARMIES UNDER HOWE AND CLINTON (1777)! 


Source. +—Gentleman’s Magazine.® Vol. xlvii{1777), PP- 573 et seq- 
An Histexical Account of the Proceedings of the Armies under 


© General Howe atl Maj. Gen. Clinton, extracted from the , 


Gaztjte Exthaordinary, dated Tuesday, December 2. z 


These advictis were brought by Maj. Cuyler, first aide-de- — 


camp to’ General Sir Williafn Howe, and are dated , Gérman 
Town, O¢t. 10, 1777. : 

On the 30th of August the army under Gen. Howe landed 
on the West side of Elk rivet, and‘divided into two columns ; 
one under the commarid of*Lord Cornwallis, the other com- 
manded by Lieut. Gen. _Kiiyphausen. 


‘On Sept. 2 (Major- -General Grant, with six battalions, re- 


maining at the head of Elk to preserve the cofhmunication 


with the Ret) the two columns joined on theoad to fhristien- ~ 


bridge. The*Hessian and: Anspach chasseurs defeated on 
their march a chosen corps of one thousand men from the 
enemy’s army, with the loss of only 2 officers Wounded, § men 
killed, and 19 wounded, when that of - enemy was not less 
than 50 Killed, and mary more woun 

On the 6th Major-General Grant joined the army. 

The whole marched on the 8th by Newark, and encamped 
that evening within fofir mileseof the enemy, who moved early 
in the night, taking post on the heights on the eastegn sitie of 
Brandywine creek. ¢ ©& 

On the otls Lieut. Gen. Knyphausen marched with the left, 
as did Lord Cornwallis with the right, and both joined the 
next morning at Kennet’s-square. 

On the 11th the army adwWanced in tw8 colémns, thaffundeY 
Gen. Knyphausen to Chad’s Ford, and arrived in front of fhe 


enemy about 10 o’cé&ock ; while the other célumn, under Lord | 


Cornwallis &c., kaving’ marched ‘12 miles round to the forks 
of the Brandywine, crossed both branches, taking from thence 
the road to Dilwortk in order to turn the eremy’s right at 
Chad's Fords 


t 
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Gen. Washington, having intelligenge of this m8vemért, 
detached Gen. Sullivan to his right, with near 10,000 men, who 
took a strong positjon, with h& left near to the Brandywine, 
both flanks being covered by very thick wgods, and his 
artillery advantageously Cisposed. & 

- About 4 o’clock the King’s*troops advanced, and &d. Corn- 
wallis having formed the line, the light infantry andechasseurs 
began the attack; thé.guards and grenadiews instantly ad-’ 
vanc&d from the right, the whole‘uhder a heavy fire of artillery 
and musquetry : but they pushed*on with an impet@osity not 
to be sustained by the enemy, who falling back into the woods 
in their rear, the King’s ttoops “ntered with them, and pur-e 
sued closelyefor’near two miles. ® ° : 

After this success, a part of thetnemy’s right took a second 
position inga wood, from whence the 2d light infantry end 
chasseurs sfon dislodged them ; andefrom this time th¢y did 


not rall again én force. . = 


The 2} light infantry, 2d grenadiers and 4th pripade, moved 

- forward a mile beyond Dilworth, where they attacked a corps 

ef tlre efiemy, strongly posted to cower the retreat of their 

army, which corps ng¢ being forced until after it was dark, 
the enemy’s army esaiped a total overthrow. : 

From the most correct accounts, the strength of the enemy’s 
army was not less than 15,090 men, a part of which retired to 
Chester, and remained there taat nigHt ; but the gfeater body 
didnot stop until they réached Philadelphia. [hey had about 
300 men killed, 600 wounded, andeneag 400 made prisoners. 

The loss on the side of shis Majesty’s troopssamounted to 
about 100 killed, agd 488 wounded. Eight pieces.of cannon, 
and a great quantity of military stores were taken from the 

*enenty. sd a@ 
* The army lay this night on the field of battle, and on the 
1zth Maj. Gen. “Grant, with the first and second brigades, 
marched to Concord. Lotd Cornw&lis with the light ,in- 
fantyy and British grenadiers, joined him next day, and pro-» 


ceeded to Astf-Town within five miles of Chester. P . 
On the same day Major M’Dopell made Mr. McKinley, the 
P - ‘ ° 4 
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neW appointed Presidgnt of the Lower Counties on Delaware, 
his prisoner. 

Lieut. Col. Loos, with the ‘combined attalion of Rhall’s 
brigade, escorted the wounded and sick to Wilmington on 
the 14th.%,. 

On the r6th intelligence being received that the enemy were 
advancing on the Lancaster road, it was immediately deter- 
mined to pusheforward and attack tkem ; but a most violent 
fall of rain setting in, the intended. attack became ifiprac- 
ticable. : 

The enemy, apprised of the approach of the army, marched 
the whole night, and got to Yellow pprings, having, as is since 
known, all their small ammthition ‘dasnaged by the rain. In 
their retrezi they lost about.18 men killed, and some wounded. 

‘On the 18th a detachment of light infantry wag sent to the 
Valley Forge upon Schuylkill, where the enemy had variety 
of stores, @ud a considerable magazine of flouy and wd e joined 
on the 2oth by the guards. « 

Upon, intelligence that Gen. Wayne was lying in the woods 
with a corps of 1,590 men, and four pieces of cannon, Maj°Gert. 
Grey was detached on the 2oth to surpxize him ; and having, 
by the bayonet only, for¢ed his pickets/I ‘he rushed i in upon his 
encampment, killed and wounded not less than 300 on the 
spot, taking between 70 and 80-prisoners, including officers, 
their arms, and eight wAggons l@aded with baggage and stores. 
One captain‘of Jight infantry and three men were kill®d in‘the 
atta¢k, and four men wounded. Gallantry in the troops, and 
good conduct#in the General, wereefully manifested upon this 
critical service. 

On the 22d the army crossed the Schuy) kill, at Fat Land 
Ford, without opposition ; afid on the 2$th ifiarched ir two. 
columns to German Town. Lord Cornwallis, with the 
British grenadiers, afid two battalions of Hessian grenadiers, 
toek possession of Philadelphia the next morning. 

In the evening of the 26th, three batteries were begur, to 


«act against the Unenty’s shipping that might “approach the 


town. , Sos batteries were unfinished when they were 
( : c 
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atfjacked by a number of.gallies, gondwlas, and other arméd 
vessels ; and the largest frigate, the Delaware, mounting 
30 guns, anchored within 500 yards of the town. Aout ten 
in the morning they began a heavy cannonades; but the tide 
falling, the Delaware grounded, and wgs taken p@sessior of 
by the marine company of grenadiers, commandedy y Capt. 
Averne. ce fs 

The smaller frigates ahd armed ,vessels wer® forced (except 
a schotnes that was driven on shore) to return under the pro- 
tection of a fort, where there were two floating batteries, with 
three range of sunken machines, go obstruct the passage of the 
river, the lowest, row being three gniles below the fort. 

The enemy had a reddubt upon the Jersey shore at Billing’s 
Point, with heavy guns in it, to prevent these machines from 
being weigld up, which 300 men posted there evacuate on 
the 1st of October ; and Capt. Hamm §nd immediately opersed 
the nav. gation ®t that place, by removing a pt of the 
chevaux ‘de frize. Y i . 

The enemy having received a reinforcement of 500 men 
ffom *Peek’s Kill, and 1,000 from Virgthia,and presuming on 
the army being much #eakened by the detachments to Phila- 
delphia and Jersey, tHyugkt it a favourabfe time for them to 
risk an action. They accordingly marghed at six in the 
evening of the 3d from them camp gear Skippac}-creek to 
German-Town, (about 16 mile$, ) where the bulk of the army 
was ‘posted. sd 

At three in the morning of the "4th the patrols discovered 
the enemy’s approach, and the army was immediately ordered 
under arms. ‘ i 

Abgut break of day the enemy began their attack ; but the 
ight iafantry, being well suppofted, sustained the same with 
such determined kravery, that they could not make the least 
impression on them ; ands Najor-Gen. Grant advancing with 
the right wing, the enemy’s left gave way, 4nd was pursuéd 
throwgh a strong country between four and_five miles: but 
such was the expedition with which they’ ted? that it wa not 
possible to overtake them. Ae “Gaara 
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‘fhe enemy retired mear twenty miles by several roads ,to 
Perkiomy-creek, and encamped upon Skippach-creek. 

They*saved all their cannon“by withdréwing them early in 
the day. ‘ 

Ry the st accounts, their loss was between two and three 
hundred'{illed, about 600 wounded, and upwards of 400 taken. 
Among tie killed was Gen. Nash, with many other officers of 
all ranks, and $4 officers ampong the prisoners. 

Since the battle of Brandywine 72 of their officers.haeve been 
taken, extlusive of 10 belonging to the Delaware frigate. 

On the 19th the army removed from German-Town to 
Philadelphia, as a more convenient situation for the reduction 
of Fort Island, which' at ,present is°an obstruttion to the 
passage of "the river, as ¢hecupper chevaux de frize cannot be 
removed until we have possession of that post ; nefr which the 
enemy having intrenclfed about 800 men upon the Jersey 
shore, Col®Donop, with three battalions of Hessian gf2nadiers, 
the regiment of Mirback, aud the infantry chasseurs, crossed 
the Delaware on the est instant, with directions to proceed 
to the attack of that fost. Col. Donop led on the trodps in 
the most gallant manner to the assault. They carred an 
extensive out-work from: whence the e/lemy were driven into 
an interior intrenchment, which could not be forced without 
ladders. (The detachment, in moving up and returning from 
the attack, was much galled’ by the enemy’s gallies and 
floating battertes. Sata 

Col. Donop and Bieuf. Col. Minningerode being both 
wounded, tlfé command devolved upon Lieut. Col. Linsing, 
who, after collecting all the wounded that could be brought 
off, returned with the detachment to camp: r z 

There were several brave officers lost upon this occasion,,in 


which the utmost ardour and courage were,displayed by both 


: & 
officers and soldiers. « 4 


°On the 23d, the Augusta, in coming up the river with some 
other ships of war, to engage the enemy’s gallies near the 
fort, “got aground, ahd, by some accident taking fire in the 
actiou, was ynayoidably consumed. The Merlin sloop also 
¢ : t 
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grounded, and the other ships being ebliged to remove to’a 
distance from the explosion of the Augusta, it became ex- 
pedient to evacuata and burn ‘er also. e 

His Excellency concludes his letters wish reqtesting 
additional cloathing for 5, 000, Provincigls, which, @y including 
tke new levies expected to be raised in that and the neigh- 
bouring countries, will . certainly be wanting. 

While these important services were transaCting i in Pennsyl- 
vaniawLient. Gen. Clinten meditated an incursion into Jersey : 
his principal mgtive was to attémpt a stroke aainst any 
detached corps of the enemy, @f one offered ; or, if not, to 
collect a considerable nugnber gf cattle, which would at the ® 
same time prove a sea$onable refreshinent to the ftoops, and 
deprive the enemy of resources wkichethey much depended on. 

The resust of this expedition, after a little skismishing with 
small parties of the enemy, was the @llecting about 400 head 
of cattle, includ§ng 20 milch cows for the use of ta hospital, 
400 sheep, and a few horses, with the loss of “bout 40 men, 
killed, wounded, prisoners, and missing. ° co 
* By a létter from Brig.-Gen. Campbéll tceSir Henry Clinton, 
dated, Staten Islands*Aug. 23, it appears, that the enemy 
effected almost a total surprize of tw6 batfalions of *the Jersey 
Provincials on that island ; but that they,had suffered severely 
for their temerity in makings the descgnt, Col. Dongan having 
come up with their rear at tife very instant when the rebels 
were using the greatest diligence in transporting. their troops 
to the Jersey shore ; and being joihed Sy Brig.-Gen. Campbell 
with cannon, who took thém in flank, about 15% surrendered 
themselves prisoness of war; and the remainder; of nearly 
the same num beg, retreating , owards the extremity of the 
iglang, found means ‘to cross over near Amboy. 

Col. Buskirk 's, battalion being ordered to attack a party 
left to cover the enemy’s oats, the did it with charge of 
bayonet, and obliged the party to retreat té the Jersey shére. 

Itefurther appears, that this descent was carried on by select 


and chosen troops, formed from threé ‘brigades, Sull¢van’s, ° 


Smallwood’s, and De Bore’s, and headed by their respective 
' a 
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Generals, besides Draftton’ s and Ogden’s battalions. “here 
were taken in all 259 prisoners, among whom are I Lieut.- 
Colonel," 3 Majors, 2 Captains, ‘and 15 infdtior officers. Their 
loss in killed cannot be ascertained, but must have been con- 
sidérable,*"” € 

In a letter from Lieut.-Gen. Sir Henry Clinton to Gen. Sir 
William Howe, dated Fort Montgomery, Oct. 9, an account is 
given of , an attack upone Fort Clinton, Montgomery &c. 
which reflects the greatest military honour on ethé con- 
querors. ~ « 

The difficulties of the marc}: over,mountains, every natural 


“ obstruction, and all that art couldeinvent te add to them, 


being surnfounted, General Vaughan’ S corps was ordered to 
begin the attack on Fort <lirtton, and dislodge, if possible, the 
enemy from ‘heir advanced station behind a stfine breast- 
work, pevice in front, for half a mile, a most impenetrable 
abbatis. This. the General, by his good disfositionf obliged 
the-enemy to quit, tho’ supported by cannon, got possession 
of the will, and there Waited till Lieut.-Col. Campbell began 
his attack. The €olonel waited a favourable moment to 
attack Fort Clinton, which was a circulat height, defended by 
a line for musquetry, with a barbet battery of three guns in 
the center, and flanked by two redoubts ; the approaches to 
it thro’ a centinued abbetis of 400d yards, defensive every inch, 
and exposed,to the fire of ten pieces ofcannon. A brisk attack 
on the Montgorfiery side ; the gallies with their oars approach- 
ing, firing, and even striking the fort ; the men of war rat 
moment appearing ; the extreme (ardour of the troops ; 
short, all determined the General to ordér the attack: ie 
Vaughan’s spirited behaviour and good qomluct did the rest., 
Having no time to lose, he particularly ordered that hot « 
shot should be fired ; in this he was strictly ebeyed, and both 
redoubts &c. were stormed. Gen« Fryon advanced with one 
battalion to support Gen. Vaughan in case it might be neces- 


_ sary, and he arriyed in time to join the cry of Victory! © 


A simmons was sent to: Fort Constitution ; but the flag 


* The Provincaénl account of this action differs materially, 
t ; t 
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meeting with an insolent reception, unknown in any war,*the 
Genefal determined to chastise, and therefore an embarkation 
was ordered ; but they found tle fort evacuated in thegreatest 
confusion, the storehouses burnt, but the cqgnnon left un- 
spiked. ° Pe) 

, Major-Gen. Tryon was det&ched to Gestro the rebel settle- 
ment called the Continental Village, who burnt bgrracks for 
I,500 men, several storehouses, and loadeg waggons, this 
beingsfhe | qnly establishment of*the rebels in that part of the 
highlands,*and the place from wlence any neighboring body 
of troops drew their supplies. 


Sir James Wallace wag ordetd up the river at the samee 


time, to find a “passage through*the chevaux de frize between 
Polypus Island and the Main, laving under his protection 
a large detachment from the army, headed by Major Gen. 
Vaughan, ftom whose report, dated gn board the Friefaship 
off Esopus, Oct, 17, Gen. Howe take% occasion to epplaud a 
very spiited piece of service perfgrmed by these two officers, 
who attacked the batteries, drove the rebels from thejr works, 
spiked and destroyed their guns; and Esopus “being a 
nursery for almost every villain in the country,” the General 
landed and reduced every house te ashes, while ir James 
Wallace burnt their shipping and small craft. 


Return of Cannon, Stores, OOO taken an@ destroyed 
ae ow this Expedition. mage 
Cannon 67, from six to two poginders. Two frigates built 
for 30 and 36 guns were burnt by the rebels on 4he forts being 
taken. The guns aboard them, and two gallies, which were 
likewise burnt, arfiounted to above 30. One sloop with 
10 gums fell inte durshands. The whole loss above roo pieces. 
® Poder, cartridges fitted, cannon and musquet shot, 
immense quantiffes. 
Every article belonging to the oe in the greatest 
perfection. Other stores, such as portfires, match, harness, 


spare gun-carsiages, tools, instruments, &. &c. in great » 


plenty. A large quantity of provfsions. The boora and chain 
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( 
which rafa across the ,river from Fort Montgomery to St. 
Anthony’s Nose is supposed to have cost 70,0001. Another 
boom which was destroyed near Fort Constitution must 
likewise have gost the rebels much money and labour. Bar- 
racks for ®AO0O men were destroyeG by Major-Gen. Tryon at 
Continental Village, bésides several storehouses and loaded 
waggons, ¥f the articles contained in which no accounts could 
be taken. “ 
. << a 
CHATEIAM’S LAST LETTER AND SPEECH (1778). 


Source.—Correspondence of Villiam Pitt, Earl of Chatham. 
Vol. Av., pp. 518«et seq. ? 
[Frém a draught in the handwriting of Lord Pitt.] 


The Earl of Ghatham to the Duke of Richmond, Agril 6, 1778. 


Lord Chatham presenfis his respects to the Duke of Rich- 
mond, an® desires to express his best thanks for t/ie great 
honour of the ‘communication of the motion intended by his 
Grace on Tuesday. » 2 

It isan unspeakable concern to him, to find himself under s6 
very wide a difference with the Duke of €ichmond, as between 
the sovereignty and ‘allegiance of America, that he despairs of 
bringing about successfully any honourable issue. He is 
inclined to try it, before this bad grows worse. Some weakness 
still continues in his hands ; ‘out he hopes to be in town 
to-morrow.* & , oa 

[Report ofthe Earl of Chatham's Last Speech, from the 
“London Magazine.’’|, 

The Earl of Chatham followed Lord Weytnouth.— 

He appeared to be extremely feeble, and spoke with thet 
difficulty of utterance which is the characteristic of severe 
indisposition. His Lordship begci? with declaring that his 


_ ill ‘health had for some time obliged him to absent himself 


¥ L 
* On.the “ morrow ’” Lord Chatham appeared in the House of Lords 
for the last time. 
¢ & ; e 
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from the performance of his parliamentary duty ; he*rejoiced, 
however, that he was yet alive to give his vote against so 
impolitic, so inglorious a measure as the acknowledgment of 
the independency of America ; and declared he wouldemuch 
rather be in his grave than*see the lustre of the British thrgne 
tarnished, the dignity of the*empire disgraced, theeglory of 
the nation sunk to such a degree as it must be, whdh the de- 
pendency of America on the sovereignty of Great Britain was 
given-up. ,The Earl next advetted to the conduct of the 
court of France, and observed, tha¢ at a crisis like tte present, 
he would openly Speak his sentiments, although they might 
turn out to be dangerous. As a reason for throwing off 
reserve, he said*he didenot app¥ove ef halting between two 
opinions, when there was no mid@le path ; that it*was neces- 
sary absolutely to declare either for peace or war, and when 
the former could not be preserved with honour, the J&tter 
ought to be delared without hesit&tion. Having made 
this remark, he asked, where wag the anciene spirit of the 
nation, that a foreign power was suffered te bargain for that 
commerce which was her natural right, end enter into a 
treaty with her own subjects, without instantly resenting it ? 
Could it be possible that we were tke same people’ who but 
fifteen years ago were the envy and admiration of all the 
world? How were we altered! and what had made the 
alteration? He feared theree was sdmething in “the dark, 
something lurking near*the throne, which geve motion to 
administration—something unseeng whéch caused such pusil- 


_ lanimous, such timid, suchjdastardly councils. “What! were 


we to sit down in an ignominious tameness ? to say, “ Take 
from us what you will, but in God’s name let us be at peace ?” 
Were Wwe blinded by Mespair? Could we forget that we were 
Efiglishmen? Could we forget that the nation had stood 
the Danish irruptions ? had stood the ‘irruptions of other 
nations ! had stood the inrd&ds of the*Scvtch ! had stood the 
Norman conquests ! had stood the threatened invasion by the 
famous Spanish armada, and the various effors of the Bourbon 
compacts! Why, then, should we now give up all, without 
. o.-46 6 
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enfleavouring to prevent our losses, without a blow, without 
an attempt to resent the insults offered us? If Fran¢e and 
Spain were for war, why not try an issue with them? If we 
fell afterwards, we should fall decently, ahd like men. 

Having spoken with some enthasiasm upon these points, 
his Lordship said he Waged wartagainst no set of men, neither 
did he wrsh for any of their employments : he then reverted 
to the subject ef American independeficy ; and after recalling 
the attertion of their lordstips to the extent and revgnue of 
the estate of the crown of-England, when the présent King 
came into the possession of it, asked what right the Houses of 
Parliament had to deprive the Pritice of Wales, the Bishop of 
Osnaburgh, and the other rsing Hopes of tlie heloved royal 
family, of the inheritance of the thirteen American provinces ? 
Seoner than consent to take away from any of the heirs of the 
Princess Sophia what they had a legal and nateral right to 
expect tognossess, he detlared he would see the, Prince of Wales, 
the Bishop ofsOsnaburgh, gnd the rest of the young princes, 
brought down to: the: committee, and hear them consent to 
lose their inheritance. « The Earl declared he was exceedingly 
ill ; but as long as he could crawl down,to that House, and had 
strength <o raise himseKk on his crutches, or to lift his hand, 
he would vote against the giving up the dependency of 
America on the sovéreignty of Great Britain ; and if no other 
lord was of opinion with him, je would singly protest against 
the measure. , osm 

With regard to ovr power to carry on the war, or com- 
mence a new one with France, there were, he said, means, 
though he knew not what ; if, however, he was called upon to 
give his advice, he would give it honestly ; and though, from 
his exceeding ill state of heclth, he feared hechad not abilities 
to insure to the execution of his measures the wished-for 
- success, he would make some amends by his sincerity. 
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« KING GEORGE’S MBSSAGE ANB THE SPANISH 
MANIFESTO (1779). 


Source.—Gentleman’s Magazine. Vol. xlix., PP. 324 et 054. 


Ld. Weymouth, principaf secretary of state cs te southern 
- departments, presented the® following message ffom his 
Majesty to the H. of Lords. At the same time Ld. Morth laid 


the same message before the H. of C. ° 
Neg ta es ’ 
Copy OF THE KINC’s MESSAGE. $ 
“George R. 


“The ambassador of tle King of Qpain having delivered 
a paper to Lord Viscount Weymguth, and signifigd that he 
has received orders from his court intmediately to withdraw 
from this cfuntry ; his Majesty has judged it thecessargy to 
direct a copy of that paper to be laid before the Housesof 
Commons as a matter of the highest importance to the 
crown and people ; and his Majesty acquaints “them, at the 
same timg, that,he has found himself gbliged, in coriséquence 
of this hostile declaration, to recal his Smbassador from 
Madrid. . ‘ ® 

“His Majesty declares, in the most solemn manner, that 
his desire to preserve and to cultivatespeace and friendly 
intercourse with the court of pain has been uniform and 
sincere ; and that his copduct *towards that power has been 
guided by no other motives or principles than*those of good 
faith, honour, and justice ; and his ajesty sges with the 
greatest surprize the pretences on which this declaration is 
grounded, as some ofthe grievances enumerated in that paper 
have gever comg ® fhe knowledge of his Majesty, either by 
repres@tation on the part of the Catholic King, or by intelli- 
gence from any oéher quarter ; and in al] those cases where 
applications have been rectsged, the metter « of complaint has 
been treated with the utmost attention, and - into a course Of 
enquiry and redyess. 

“His Majesty has the firmest confidence that his faithful 
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Cofnmorfs will, with that zeal and ablic spirit which he has 
so often experienced, support his Majesty in his resolution 
to exert all the power and the resources of the Nation, to 
resist and repel any hostile attempts of the court of Spain ; 
and that, ky the blessing of God orf the rectitude of his inten- 
tions, ma the equity 6f his cauSe, his Majesty will be able to 
withstands and defeat the unjust and dangerous enterprizes of 
his enemies, against the honour of his crown, and the Com- 
merce, the Rights, and thie common interests,: of eall his 
subjects. * : 

The manifesto above alluded t6, which the Spanish am- 
bassador presented to hd. Wy was as‘follows : 

oO 
E Copy OF THE ‘Spas MANIFESTO. | 


“All the world has keen witness to the noble Pe iiiatity 
of the Kigg in the midst of the disputes of the court of London 
with its American Coloniesand with France. Besides which 
his Majesty, having learned that his powerful mediation was 
desired, generously made an offer of it, which was‘ accepted 
by the Belligerent Powers, and for thig motive only a ship of 
war was sent on tke paxt of his Britannic Majesty to one of 
the ports of Spain. The King has taken the most energetic 
steps, and such as ought to have produced the most happy ~ 
effect, to “bring those ‘powers to an accommodation equally 
honourable* tq both parties; propésing for this tnd ‘wise 
expedients for smoothing difficulties, and preventing the 
calamities of war. But althoughthis Majesty’s propositions, 
and particularly those of his ultimatum, have been conformable 
to those which at other times the court ‘of, London itself had 
appeared to judge proper fer an accommodation, and which . 
were also quite as moderate, they have been rejected in’a | 
manner that fully proves the little desire ‘which the British 
cabinet has to restore® peace to urope, and to preserve the 
King’s Friendship. In effect, the conduct of that cabinet, 
with,regard to \uis: Majesty, during the whole course of the ~ 
negociation, has had for its object, to prolong it for more 
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than eight months, either by vain prétences, or by answers 
which could not be more inconclusive ; whilst, in this interval, 
the insults on the Spanish flag, ‘and the violation of th® King’s 
Territories, were carried gn to an incredible excess ; prizes 
have been made, ships have, been searched and® plundefed, 
ard a great number of them have been fired upon, wpich have 
been obliged to defend themselves : the registers ave been 
opened and torn in pieces, and eyen the packets of the court 
found oh hqard the King’s packet poats. ° 

“The dominions of the crown in America have been 
threatened, and they have gonestd the dreadful extremity of © 
raising the Indjan natior’s called thg Chatcas, Cheroquies, 
and Chicachds, against the innocept inhabitants of*Louisana, 
who would have been the victim of the rage of these bar- 
barians, if the Chatcas themselves had not repenteds and 
revealed all that the seduction of the English had, planned. 
The sovereignty Of his Majesty in the province of Darien, and 
on the coast of St. Blas, has beer? usurped » the governors of 
Jamaica having, granted to a rebel Indfan the commission of 
Captain-General of those Provinces. - 

“ In,short the territ®ry of the Bay of Honduras has been 
recently violated by exercising acts of hostility, and other 
excesses against the Spaniards, who have been imprisoned 
and whose houses have been irtvaded ; besides whichethe court 
of Lpndop has hitherto, neglected to accomplish what the 
16th article of the last Treaty of Paris, stipulated relative to 
that Coast. : . 

“ Grievances so numerous, so weighty, and recent, have 
been at different timgs the object of complaints made in the 


_ King’syname, and “stated in memgrials which were delivered 
_ eiffier # the British ministers at London, or transmitted to 


them through the channel of the Engljsh ambassador at 
Madrid ; but although the wers whigh vgege received have 
been friendly, his Majesty has hitherto obtained no other 
satisfaction than to see the insults repgatea, which lately 
have amounted to the number of ome hundred. ‘ 
“The King, proceeding with the sincerity and Sencour 
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which characterize hinf, has formally declared to the court of 
London, from the commencement of its disputes with France, 
that the court of England should be thefrule of that which 
Spain would Hold. : 

“His Mdjesty likewise declaged to that court, that at the 
time thei] differences with that of Paris might be accomm»- 
dated, it’ would be absolutely necessary to regulate those 
which had arisen, or might gtill arise, with Spain ; and with 
the plan of mediation which was sént to the undefwritten 
ambassador the 28th of last September, ad which was by 
_ him delivered to the Britida ministry in the beginning of 
October, a plan of which Lard Grantham was apprized, and 
of which Ke received a copy, his Majesty declared in positive 
terms to the Belligerent Powers, that in consideration of the 
insukts which his subjects and dominions had sjiffered, and 
likewise of the attempts levelled against his rights, he should 
be under the necessity of taking his part, in case the negocia- 
tion, instead of being continued with sincerity, should be 
broken ofi, or should produce no effect. = 

‘The causes of complaint given by the court of London 
not having ceased, and,that court shéwing no disposition to 
give reparation for them, the King has resolved, and orders 
his ambassador to ceclare, that the honour of his crown, the 
protection which he owes to his subjects, and his own personal 
dignity, donot permit him to suffer,their insults to continue, 
and to neglect any longer the reparation of those already 
received ; and that in this view, notwithstanding the pacific 
disposition of his Majesty, and even the particular inclination 
he has always had and expressed for cultivating the friendship 
of his Britannick Majesty, he finds hims¢lf tinder the digagree- 
able necessity of making use of all the means which the 
Almighty has intrugted him with to obtainethat justice which 
he has solicited by ¢9 many ytys without being able to 
acquire : in confiding on the justice of his cause, his Majesty 
hopes that thea,cqnsequences of this resolution will rfot be 
imputed to him before Ged or man ; and that other nations 
will ‘form a suitable idea of this resolution, by comparing it 
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to the conduct which they themselves have experienced dn 
the part of the British ministry. 
‘pSigned *LE Marguis D’ALMODOVAR. 


“LONDON, 16 June, 1779." ? 
e ° 


» [hese important papers being read, Lord Weymouth moved, 
That an humble address be presented to his Matbsty (and 
Lord North moved the same in the House 6 Commons), to 
assure +hhis Majesty of support, &c. This event, tHough not 
unexpected, occasioned warm débates in both houses. All 
were for agreeing to the addresg«; but the Lords and gentle- 
men in opposition were for addiyg a condition, “‘ provided his ° 
Majesty would discard from his councifs the present,ministry.”’ 
After much altercation, and manyesevere charges of mal- 
administratéon, the condition was rejected, and #he addresses, 
as originally moved, passed by a great®*majority in are houges- 
» 


SOCIETY AT BRIGHTHELMST®N (BRIGHTON) IN 1779. 


Source.—Diarists quoted in History of*Brighthelmstén? John 
5 2 Ackerson Erredge. Brighton, 1862. 


5 (A‘) THE LIBRARIES. . 


There is a sort of rivalry between thg two Librarians on 
the Steyne, as to their subscyiption bgoks ; which shall most 
justly deserve the title of the#book of Numbers.—There is a 
constant*struggle betweén them, which shall®be most cour- 
teous ; and the effects are those tually consequent upon an 
opposition. Sir Christophef Caustic, this mornin® was turning 
over the leaves, at Bowen’s, which contain the names of the 
subscribers. Mr.@Bdwen bowed a la Novarre or Gallini, and 
with offered perfand ink, craved the honour of—an additional 
name : this being his first season, and having been purposely 
misinformed by some would-be-witty wag ; “ Sir,” said Mr. 
Bowen, displaying, all the time, two irrégular rows of 1- 
markably white teeth, ‘‘ yours will stand immediately after 
that of the Hohourable Charles James F®X, ‘Esq., and Before 
that of Mrs. Franco, the rich Jews lady. Esquire W—s—d’s 
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wis to hdve been on the medium ling, but, poor gentleman, he 
is unfortunately detained near London, on emergent business.” 
To what a degree was the dealer in stationery let down, when 
he wa’ afterwards regularly rectified ; when by explanatory 
notes, and ecritical commentations; he came to be fully in- 
formed ff.at the, individual Mr.’Fox in question was not the 
celebrate? senator of that name, but an Irish Jontleman, who 
condescends in *winter to keep a chop house at the corner of 
the play“nouse passage, in How Street, Covent Gardea ; and 
every autumnal season, has ‘irequent opportynities ‘of storming 
and swearing at the ladies wko may have the good fortune to 
belong to the Brighthelmstgne cqmpany of. Comedians, he 
being sole manager Thereof. And ‘such maxagement !— 
Scarrons Rancour, who Ailléd all the characters in a play by 
hiinself, wasta fool to him.... € 

Mr. Thomas, the othtr librarian, must be noticed in turn. 
He hath*been years enough practising smal talk with the 
ladies and gerftlemen uponethe Steyne, and hath arrived at a 
surprising degree of precision in pronouncing French-English. 
He is now reading the’ newspaper to some oi ‘his subsctfibers, 
with an audible voice, and repeatedly calls a detached body of 
troops a corpse ; a tour He improve§ into a tower ; and delivers 
his words in a proyiiscas manner. It is near seven in the 
evening, and the widow Fussic has just waddled into his shop, 
with a parasol in her right, anda spying-glass in her left hand. 
Thomas offers: her a General Advertiser. ‘‘ Lord bltss the !” 
says she, ‘‘ Mr. Thomas, tiow damp this paper is, tho’ it has 
come so far, ‘and must have been printed so long since ! What 
reason cah you give for it ?”’—Mr. Thomas observes, considers 
and explains, in a most explicit manngr, ¢he cause and the 
effect, to the inquisitive lady, naturally spedking, as a body | 
may say ; proving to a demonstration, according to Candide, 
that there can be “no effect without a cause ; and that of 
course, damp pépers, Closely compressed, will continue damp 
a considerable time. In the interim, Miss Fanny Fussic ¢tares 
and tvhispers to her*orother Bobby, while he is subscribing to 
a rasile, that Mr. Thomas must be a most prodigious man 
( 
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monstrously intelligent, and withal, ¢hat he is a¥nazingty 
communicative: ‘“‘He knows but every-thing,” says she, 
“and tells but every-thing heeknows.” ° 


(B.) HE RaFFLes. ® : 


. Every article of convenierfce, every trinket of ‘Maxury, is 
transferred by this uncertain, quick mode of convey $nce. Not 
a shop without its rattle-trap,—rattle, rattle,*rattle, morning 
and evening. Here may be sten,—walk in and® see,—an 
abridgement of the wisdom of this world :—the pomps and 
vanities are at large, varying like yonder evanescent clouds. 
Observe the fond parent vinitiating her forward offspring in 
the use of the dice-box, and herself s¢tting the example ; yet 
may she wonder, at some future day and think her throw in 
life’s rafflegxtremely severe, that a propensity® to that &nd 


similar habfts should continue and irfcrease. 


2 @ a 


° 
THE GORDON NO-POPERY lows (1780). 
ae 2 Source.—Letters of Horace W aépole. 


To Rev. William Cole, Strawberry, Ail, June 1% 1780. 


You may like to know one is alive, dear sir, after a massacre 
and the conflagration of a capital. I was in it, both on the 
Friday, and on the Black Wedmesday ; the most hofrible sight 
I eVer b&held, and which, for six hours togetmer, I expected 
to end in half the town being redeice@ to ashes. I can give 
you little account of the original of this shetking affair ; 
negligence was certainly its nurse, and religion only its god- 
mother. The osten4jble author is in the Tower. Twelve or 
fourt€en thousdid mien have quélled all tumults ; and as no 
bad account is come from the country, except for a moment 
at Bath, and as “eight days have passel—nay, more, since 
the commencement—I flatter mysel® th®ewhole nation eis 
shocked at the scene ; and that, if plan there was, it was laid 
only in and for the metropolis. The lowesttarf most villainous 
people, and to no great amount, were almost the sole actors 
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ef hope your electioweering riotry has nee nor wil] mix in 
these tumults. It would be most absurd ; for lord Rocking- 
ham, the duke of Richmond Sir George Saville, and Mr. 
Burke, the patrons of toleration, were devoted to destruction 
as enuch aw the ministers. The rails torn from Sir George’s 
house wére the,chief ‘weapons and instruments of the mab. 
For oo .tonour of the nation I should be glad to have it 
proved tnuat thé French were the engineers. You and I have 
lived too-long for comfort—Shall we close our eyés, in»peace ? 


I will not trouble you more about the arms I sent you: I ~ 


should like that they were ¢hose of the family of Boleyn ; 

and since I cannot be sure they were not, why should not I 
fancy the; so? I revert to the prayér for peace. You and 
I, that can amuse ourselvés with our books and papers, feel 
as*much indégnation at the turbulent as they ha ve scorn for 
us, "It is hard at leas@ that they who disturb “nobody can 
have no &&ylum in which to pursue their inndxious indolence ! 
Who is secure‘against Jacle Straw and a whirlwind? Howl 
abominate Mr. Bankseand Dr. Solander, who routed the poor 


Otaheitans out of the centre of the ocean, and carriéd ofr — 


abominable passions amongst them not even that poor - 
little speck could eScape’ European,restlessness. Well, 1 have 


seen many tempestuous scenes, and outlived them ! the present ; 


prospect is too thick tg see throrgh—it is well hope never for- 


sakes us. aeu ! © 
« Yours most sixcerety. 


4 € 
SURRENDER OF CORNWALLIS (1781). 
Source.—Gentleman’s Magazine. ba li., p. 539. 


Whitehall—By Sir H. Clinton’s lettir oto Lord G. Ger-. 


maine, dated off Chesapeak, October 29, and brought ‘by e 
Rattlesnake sloop, capt. Melcombe, it appears that “t 
fleet and army, which sailed frgm the Hook on the roth, 
ayrived off Capé ‘Chafles on the aati when they had the 
mortification to hear that lord Cornwallis had proposed serms 


of capitulation Yo the enemy on the 18th. This intelligence — 


was ebrought by, the pilot of the Charon, and some other 


( 
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persons who came off from the shore, gnd said they &ad nfade 
their escape from York on the 18th, and had not heard any 
firing there since the day before. The Nymph frigate also 
arriving from New-York, says the General, brought me a 
letter from his lordship, fated the 15th, the despgnding tenor 
qf which gives me the most al@rming apprehensions o#its truth. 

Since then we have been plying off the Capes, wi‘. variable 
and hard gales of wind, to the present hour, wsthout being able 
to procure any further informatié1, except from two men taken 
in a Canoe, whoge report exactly torresponds with the former. 

Comparing, therefore, the intqlligence given by those people, 
and several others since?come_in, with the purport of lorde. 
Cornwallis’s letter, a *copy of whicl? I have the honour to 
inclose for your lordship’s infornfation ; we cannot entertain 
the least dgubt of his lordship’s having capitulated, and that 
we are unfortunately too late to relieve him ; which beifig. the 
only object ofthe expedition, the Sdmiral has @termfned 
upon returning with his fleet to Sandy Hook. + 

I beg leave to mention to your lordship, that he army is 
‘undér tiie greatest obligations to thé adigirals, the’ captains, 
and the officers of the king’s ships, for the cheerfulness with 
which they submitted to,many and great inconvehiences for 
our accommodation on this service.” 

The Dispatches from admiral Graves were to the same 
effect as the above from Sir Md. Clinton. 

The térmsof capitulafion have not yet officiadly Been received. 

iS 
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PRELIMINARIES OF EUROPEAN PEACE (1783). 


Source. ——" s Magazine. Vol. liii., p. 91. 
a 
SUBSTANCE OF THE PRELIMINARY ARTICLES OF PEACE BE- 


TWEEN GR@AT BRITAIN AND FRANCE, SPAIN, AND THE 


UNITED STATES OF 4MERICA. ei 
%. ; 


Between Great Bnitain and France. 4 


Peace to take place in all parts ofeeheworld as soon as 
the preliminaries are ratified. . Newfoundland to rergain to 
. ° > 
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England as before the,war ; and, af prevent disputes about 
boundaries, the French fishery shall commence from Cape 
St. Joh on the eastern sidg, and, going round by the 
north, shall hgve for its boundary a Kay on the western 
side. 

The islands of St. Pferre and*Miquelon to be ceded to the 
French, wth liberty to fish in the Gulph of St. Laurence. 

The Fr ach te have St. Lucia and Tobago. 

The Eeglish to have Gféaada and the Grenadines, St. 
Vincent’s,*Dominica, St. Kkt’s, Nevis, and Montéerrat ; the 
subjects of the French King that choose to leave these islands, 

«to be allowed 18 months to settle their affairs: and dispose of 


their effects. e * 

In Africa, the river Senegal and its forts to < ceded to 
France, and the island of Goree to be restored. © 

Fore St. James and Gambia to remain to Engiand. The 
gum trad@to remain as before the war. e 


All the estaklishments formerly belonging to the French 
in [fidia,,tq be put on the same footing as before the war, and 
the freedom of trade on‘the coasts of Orixa, Coromaridel* and 
Malabar, to be free to the French either as private traders, or 
as a company. 

Pondicherry, Kerical to be restored to the French with 

* the districts of Valanour and Bahour, and the four con- 
tiguous Mayans, Mahé, and the Oa at Surat, to the 
Frerich. ° 

The allies of France ‘and+*England in India, to be invited 
to accede to thé present pacificatiort, and four months allowed 
them to make their decision. In case of refusal no assistance 
to be given the allies on either side. b 

Great Britain renounces evtry claim whatsoé¢ver relative to. 
Dunkirk. a 

Commissioners to be appointed to agree upon new arrange- 

ments of trade on«‘fie fOoting of reciprocity and mutual con- 
venience. 

« All conquests oh either side not included in ‘those article 
to be restored. 


= EU ROPER PEACE ys 


The rest of the treaty between France and Englana@ respects 
the time when the cessions are to be made, the prisoners 
released, the captures to cease, and the treaty ratified, which 


is fixed for one mortth or sooner, if it may be. , ‘ 
{ ” 9 
. . ° . 
> Between Great Britain and Spain. 
Minorca to be ceded to Spain, and East dnd West 
Florida. , ”° ° 


The English to have liberty to eut and carry awa’ logwood, 
in a district thaf’shall be allotted them. 

Spain to restore to Great Brithin the islands of Providence, i 
and the Bahan’as without exceftion. a 

All other conquests of what Jsind soever to ké mutually 
restored ; and all other treaties not herein meptioned to, be 
in full force as heretofore. ‘ ° 

The other past of the treaty exactly the same with Fraitte. 


” 


° 
_ Between Great Britain and the Uniged States of -A™merica. 


His Britannic Majesty acknowledges the United States to 
be free, sovereign, and independent Statgs, treats with them 
as such, and relinquishe’ all claim whatever to the lands 
and territories included within certafn boundaries, which 
boundaries shall be describgd and “delineated im a future 
Mawaziite. . Pate . 

The people of the United States,shald continue to enjoy their 
fishery, in as ample a mamner, as heretofore,*n the coasts 
wherever British fishermen use; but not to dry, their fish 
where settlemengs ere actually made, or may hereafter be 
madé, withouteprevfous agreement. 

* That creditors on either side shall meet with no lawful 
impediments, to*recover their debts heretofore contracted. 

That Congress shall earneStly recomsnend,to their respective 
legislatures, to provide for the restitution of all estates, rights 
and properties belonging to real Britis ssu@#jects, or such ase 
were resident in districts in the*possession of his Majesty’s 

° Mg ' fa 
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arifis, awd who have,not borne arms against the United 
States. And that persons of any other description shall have 
free liberty to remain in any past of any of the Thirteen United 
Statesefor the term of twelve months fnmolested in their 
endeavours,for the recovery of théir estates, &c. And that 
Congreseshall recomnfend to tRe several States a revision of 
all acts garding the premises, and to render the said laws 
pe ay , not only with justice and equity, but with that 
spirit of seconciliation whit, on the return of tke blessings 
of peace,*should universally prevail ; so that thé ‘estates of 
persons of the above or be may have their said estates 
restored, they refunding for the safe the bona fide purchase 
money to the present foosseSsors ; not shall “pexsons having 
any interest in such confiscated lands, either by debts, marriage 
settlements, @r otherwise, meet with any lawful pee 
in thé prosecution for the same. 

that tmere shall be‘ no farther confiscatftns made, nor 
prosecutions commenced ag@inst any persons for or on account 
of the part they may have taken in the present war. 

That there shal] be ‘a perpetual peace between ‘the* con- 
tracting parties, and all hostilities both, by sea and land shall 
forthwithecease ; that the troops of his Britannic Majesty 
shall be immediately withdrawn, and that all American 
artillery shall remain in the forts and places that shall be 
evacuated.® e 

The navigation of the Missisippi, ‘from its sourcé to “the 
Ocean, to be free to the*subjects of both States. 

t 


a” 
A VIOLENT ELECTION er tae (1784). 


Source.—Cowper’s-Letteys. Tomas wright. | Ltondon : Hodder 
and acs 1904. Vol. ii. pp. 19%; 197. 


To Rev sa Joly Newton,e April 26, 1784. 


. The candidates for this county have set an example of 
economy, which wtker candidates would do well to follow, 
having come to an agreement on both sides to defray the ex- 


€ 
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penses of their voters, but to open ne houses tor the enfer- 
tainment of the rabble ; a reform, however, which the rabble 
did not at all approve of, anc* testified their dislike ef it by 
a riot. A stage was built, from which the orators hed de- 
signed to harangue the’ electors. This became the frst 
vetim of their fury. Havitfg very Ifttle cyrriosity® to hear 
what gentlemen could say who would give ee ae 
better than words, they broke it in pieces,*and i@rew the 
fragments, tpon the husfings. ‘fhe sheriff, the mentbers, the 
lawyers, the votegs, were instantly’put to flight. They rallied, 
but were again routed by a seqond assault, like the former. 
They then proceeded to break thg windows of the inn to which 
they had fle@l ; and a féar prevailing tnat at night they would 
fire the town, a proposal was mae by the freeholders to face 
about andwendeavour to secure them. At tMat instans a 
rioter, dressed in a merry-andrew’s gacket, stepped forward, 
and challenged" the best man among them. Olne¥ sent the 
hero to the field, who made himerepent of his presumption. 
Mr. Ashburner was he. Seizing him py the throat, he shook 
him,—he threw him to the earth, he made the hollowness of 
his sknll resound by ¢he application of his fists, and dragged 
him into custody without the least darfiage to his person. 
Animated by this example, the other fregholders followed it : 
and in five minutes twenty;seight out of thirty ragamuffins 
were safply lodged in gaol. . .® 


e *° 
A 
THE COUNTRY POST (1785) 
Source.— William Cowper, The Task. Book iv. 


» Hark! “tis the twanging Rorn! O’er yonder bridge, 

That with its wearisome but needful length 

Bestrides the wintry flood, in which*the moon 

Sees her unwrinkled fate reflecte@ brifat, ° 
- He comes, the herald of a noisy world, 


With spattered boots, strapped waist,“and frozen locks, 


News from all nations lumbgring at his back. ’ 
« s r) 
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°° — Tfue to his charge, the close-packed load behind. . 
Yet careless what he brings, his one concern 
bs to conduct it to the &estined inn, 
‘And having dropped the expected ag—pass on. 
« He whistles as he goes, light-hearted wretch, 
C3ld and yet cHeerful : _ of grief 
P¢haps to thousands, and of joy to some, 
Tf him ifdifferent whether grief or joy. 
Houses in ashes, and the fall of stocks, “8 
Births, deaths, and marriages, epistles wet 
With tears that trickkal down the writer’s cheeks 
Fast as the periods frqn his fluent quill, 
Or gharged with amorous sighs of absent sfvains, 
Or nymphs respofisive, equally affect 
¢ His hérse and him, unconscious of them ak. 
But oh the impoftant budget ! ushered in © 
th such heart-shaking music, who can say 
What are its tidings ® have our troops awaked ° 
Gr do they $till*as if with opium drugged, 
Snore to the murmurs of the Atlantic wave ? 
Is India free ? and does she wearher plumed , 
And jewelled’turban with a smile of peace, 
Or do we grind her still ? The grand debate, 
The popular harangue, the tart reply, 
The logic, and the wisdofua, and the wit, : 
And the‘ioud laugh—I long to “know them all 
I burn to set the imptisoned wranglers free, 
And give them voice and utterance once again. 


e 
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‘ HIS MAJESTY’S SPEECH (1787). 
Source.—Annual Register. yVol. xxix., PP. 268 et geq. 
% of State Papers. ° 


° 
Hts MAjEsty’s Most eS oe SPEECH TO BOTH "HOUSES? OF 
» PARLIAMENT, ON THE OPENING OF THE ¥OURTH SESSION 
OF THE SIXTEENTH PARLIAMENT OF GREAT BF‘ AIN, ON 
° q 
TUESDAY THE 23D OF JANUARY, 1787. 


My LoRds.AND GENTLEMEN, * : 

“T have ‘particular satisfaction in acquainting you, 
that since I last met yow in parliament, the tranquillity of 
Europe has, refaineds uninterripted® and that all foreign 

wers continue to express their Mriendly disposition to this 
country. " a ’ 

“TI have concluded a treaty of navigation and commerce 
with the Most ©hristian king, a copy’ of which shaWl be lid 
before you. I must recommend it to you to take such 
measures as you shall judge proper for garrying it inta effett ; 
and btrust you will find that the prdvisigns contained in it 
are calculated for the encouragement of industry and the 
extension of lawful commerce in both countries, and by pro- 
moting a beneficial intercourse between our respective sub- 
. P F ‘ys ° 
jects, appear likely to give additional permanence to the 
blegsings of peace. I shall kgep the ‘same salutaty objects 
in véew iA the commercial arrangements whic I °am negéci- 
ating with other powers. ae 

“I have also given directions for laying before you a copy 
of a convention agreed upon between me and the Catholic 
king, for carrying jnto effect the sixth article of the last treaty 
of peace. rae © 


GENTLEMEN OF THE House oF CommO6ns, 
“I have ordered the €stimates for the present year to 
be laid before you ; and I have the fullest reliance on your 


4 


readiness to make due provision for the*seVeral branches of * 


the public service. : : 
; eat 
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-“*The etate of the revenue will, I am persuaded, continue 
to engage your constant attention, as being essentially con- 
nected with the national credits, and the prosperity and safety 
of my slominions. 

€ 
My Lorbs AND GENTLEMEN? , 
“4%. plan thas been formed, by my direction, for trans- 
porting co ., of convicts, in order to remove the incon- 
venience ewhich arose from*#ae crowded state of the gaols in 
different parts of the kingdém ; and you will, I doubt not, take 
such further measures as may, be necessary for this purpose. 

“T trust you will be able this stssion to carry into effect 
regulations for the eas¢ of the merchants, and fog simplifying 
the public*accounts in the«yarious branches of the revenue ; 
and rely upan the uniform continuance of your exertions in 
purstit of such objectsas may tend still further to improve 
th natictial resources, 4nd to promote and coxfirm the welfare 
and happiness of my people.” 


6 « 
° € 


c . 
CHARACTERIS&ICS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY 
: (1788). ‘ : 
Source.—Speech in the Impeachment of Warren Hastings, Esq. 


Edmund Burke. Vol. vii. of his Collected Works. 
London: G. Belt and Sons. IgII. 


i must How¢ver remark, before I go further, that thece is 
something in the representation of the East-India Company, 
in their oriertal territory, different from that, perhaps, of any 
other nation that has ever transported any part of its power 
from one country to another. The East-India Company, in 
India, is not properly a branch of the British nation, it is 
only a deputation of individuals. When the Tartars énteréd 
into China, when the Arabs and Tartars successively entered 
into Hindostan, yhenethe Gothstand Vandals penetrated into 
Europe, when the Normans forced their way into England, 
indeed in all cohquegts, migrations, settlements, and coloniza- 


tions, the new people cami as the offset of a nation. The 
ec : 


‘ 
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Company in India does not exist as a national coleny. 4a 
effect’and substance, nobody can go thither that does not go 
in its service. The English jn India are nothing, but a 
seminary for the suctession of officers. They are a natjon of 
placemen ;—they are a cSmmonwealth without »2 people ; 
. they are a state made up wvolly of raagistrates. There is 
nothing to be in propriety called people, to watch, tcqinspect, 
to balance against the power of office. The power office, 
so far as the English nation is cAcerned, is the sole power 
in the country. The consequence*of which is, that’ being a 
kingdom of magistrates, what is,gommonly called the esprit 
du corps is strong in it. Tiis spirit of the body predominates 
equally in al, parts; by which the mmbers must consider 
themselves as having a common ‘aterest, and tha’ common 
interest sepagated both from that of the countrys which seyt 
them out, aad from that of the country in which theyeact. 
No control upor*them exists ; none, I*mean, in pers®ns wo 
understand their language, who ynderstood their manners, 
or can apply their conduct to the laws. , Therefore, ina body 
so corfstituted confederacy is easy, and has been general. 
Your lordships are not to expect that that should happen in 
such a Body which never happened in any bedy or corgoration, 
that is, that they should in any instance be a proper check 
and control upon themselves. It is not in the nature of 
thiygs. The fundamental pringiple of the whole of the East- 
india Corhpany’s system*is monopoly in some senge or other. 
The same principle predominates jn tl service abroad and 
the service at home ; and bth systems are united into one, 
animated with the same spirit, that is, with the corporate 
spirit. The whole, taken together, is such as has not been seen 
in the examples¢of th® Moors, the» Portuguese, the Spaniards, 
the Romans ; in no old, in no recent examples. The Dutch 
may resemble it, *but they have not an ¢mpire properly so 
denominated. By means cf this pewulia®,circumstance jt 
has not been difficult for Mr. Hastings to embody abuse, 
and to put himself at the head of cgsregllar system of 


corruption. F 
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« “Another circumstagce in that service is deserving of notice. 
Except in the highest parts of all, the emoluments of office 
do nof. in any degree corre-pond with the trust, nor the 
nature of the office with its name. In Uther official systems 
the style,,in general, is above the function ; here is it the 
reverses Under the name of jutior merchant, senior merchant, ; 
writer, gnd other petty appellations of the counting-house, 
you hae magistrates of high dignity, you have adminis- 
trators of revenues truly téyal ;—you have judges civil, and 
in somé respects crimin&l, who pass judgmert upon the 
greatest properties of a great country. The legal public 
emoluments that belong to them dre very often so inadequate 
to the real dignity of the‘ character, that ‘it és impossible, 
almost absolutely impossiele, for the subordinate parts of it, 
which though subordinate are stations of power, to exist as 
Engiishmen who look gt a fortune to be enjoyed at home as 
their ultimate object, ‘and to exist in a stateéfof perfect incor- 
ruption in that service. ,. 

‘In some parts.of Furope it is true that the greatest situa- 
tions are often attended with but little emolument ; yet still » 
they are filled. Why? Because reputation, glory, fame, the 
esteem,«the love,«the tears of joy which flow from happy 
sensibility, the honest applauses of a grateful country, some- 
times pay the cares, anxieties, and toils which wait on great 
situation$ in the commonwea'th : and in these, they pag” in 
ntoney wifat wannot be paid in fare and reputation. °It is 
the reverse in the sérvice of the India Company. Glory is 
not the loteof subordinated mefit ; and all the subordinate 
parts of.the gradation are officers who, in comparison with 
the offices and duties intrusted with ythem, are miserably 
provided for; whereas the chief of éach ‘Steat presidency 
has emoluments securing him against every mode of empta- | 
tion. But if this*has not secured the helid, we may easily 
judge how the %hembers are t®8 be coerced. Mr. Hastings 
at the head of the service, with high legal emoluments, has 
fouled his hands agd sullied his government with bribes. He 
hase substituted oppression and tyranny in the place of legal 
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government. With all that unbainded, licenteous fewer 
which he has assumed over the public revenues, instead of 
endeavouring to find a series of gradual, progressivg, honour- 
able, and adequate rewards for the persons who gerve the 
public in the subordinate but powerful situatiops, he has left 
them to prey upon the pe@ple without the smallest degree of 
control. In default of honest emolumenf, there is the un- 
bounded license of power ; and (as one of the hugestest and 
ablest servants of the Compa#¥ said to me in c@nversation) 
the civil-service of the Comparfy resembled the thilitary ser- 
vice of the Mahrattas—little nay, but unbounded license to 
plunder. I do not say that.some of the salaries given m 
India would fot soumd well here ; Mut when you consider the 
nature of the trusts, the dign#y of the situati6n, whatever 
the name of them may be, the powers that are granted, the 
hopes that every man has of estab¥shing himself at heme,—I 
repeat, it is 8 source of infinite gri€vance—of infiite a@use : 
of which source of corrupt poweg we charge Mr. Hastings with 
having availed himself in filling up the void of direst péey, by 
finding out and countenancing every kind of “oblique and 
unjust emolument ; , though it must be confessed that he is 
far from being solely guilty of this offence. . 
Another circumstance which —-. the East-India 
Company is the youth of the persons who are employed in the 
system of that service. Thgservants have almost universally 
Teen fi Sent out to begin their progress anc cateer in active 
occupation, and in the exercisg of shigh authority, at that 
period of life which in all other places has been employed in 
the course of a rigid education. To put the matter in a few 
words, they ag transferred from slippery youth to perilous 
independence frdém perilouse independence to inordinate 
expectations, from inordinate expectations to boundless 
power. Schoof. -boys without tutors, Minors without guar- 
dians, the world is let Idbse upon ghen® with all its temp- 
tations ; and they are let loose upon the world, with all the 
powers that despotism mvolyes, eo - 
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-uree.—A nnual Register, 1789, pp. 279 et seq. 


AN ACCOUNT OF “THE QUAN@HIIES OF ALL CORN AND GRAIN 
EXPORTED FROM, AND €MPORTED* INTO, ENGLAND AND 
SCOTLAND, WITH THE BOUNTIES AND DRAWBACKS PAID, 

e AND THE DUTIES RECEIVED, THEREON, FOR ONE YEAR, 


ENDED THE 5TH OF FANUARY, 17090¢ One 
e 
« 
EXPORTED. 
Mies 8 ae ee £ 
‘ _ British Foreign | Bounties ine Drawbacks 
{: & : (Quarters). | (Quarters). t paid. 
= | 
England,,1789 : . C25 a d. | 
Wheat ‘¢. ah -£ | 66,820 | 6,983 eset Ae 
; Wheat Flour ..e€  .. | 185,770 | 3,310 
| Rye sig “e ee 37,089 | 2,718 ) 
| Barley ... os igh Oo | OG TO7-15 9 eas Rar 551 46 1} Bo. 
Malt ea ats .. | 125,019 |. —- | 
Oats site ‘hs oa 23,997 | 1,434 Nil. Dr. 
Oatmeal .. AG coe 537 194 
Beans ... ee “ | 14,37¢|. 4,126 
Pease ; * 8,9€: | 238 \ 
Sco¢land, 1789 : 6 e | 
Wheat we - el) 386 —- 
Wheat Flour, .. J. | $2,346 1 — ) 
Rye a DEA Sed 139 |¢ 
Barley ... = 8 19,127 —— 
Barley, hulled .. si 100 | — 
Bear or Bi . 32 i EOPQIaN i 
Bearmeal . y ped ean "er | — § | “5.999 5 © Bo. 
Malt ate aM e's) ‘95799 — x c 
Oats a a3 ec ee | — | 
Oatmeal .. Oe Ree | sie & 
Pease and beans . 2 222 _- 
. ) 
‘i Groats.. .§ f 12 — 
MRED NRORT TL TNS Trt) eich eye cpiae Camas eee oa SS 
‘ 6 “e, , ° 
« « : : 
« ‘ 


* CORN IMPORTS AND EXPORTS , &5 


A IMPORTED. @ od . 
2 | Quarters. | Dupes received. | 
— % 
England, 1789: os | £L s. d 
meneat .. a 4% rt 72,379 ® 
»| Wheat Flour... ae 16,172 : 
Rye ‘<n ~ / 14,844. | | 
Barley | 49. $ | 
Oats Mes. =... eeegnors4” =| hanes 78 
Oatmeal .. a en - BP? 6,213 Py 
Beans | e: pe ey eee <a 162 9 
ee 3. a ies =f = eta 99 | 
Indian corn “2 - ee 54 | 
Scotland, 1789 : . * | oe 
Wheat ..¢ isa “2 0 | @ 19,722 
Wheat Faour tee Bias a 2,228 
Barley .. i ‘a ey 2,378 Fae SO 
Oats =e ; a aa 63,754 
Pease agd beans a's oo | 130 : @ 
a SE ee oS 
) xs * 


The following is an account of the average prices of corn in 
England and Wales, by the — ee bushel, for 


theayeag 1789: 


° e 
Wheat. Rye. Barley. Oats. Beans. 
ed. « ae s. d. at sy 3d gic mend 
6 4} << -oe m 8 2 LOE Sib ya Mn 


N.B.—The prices of the finest and Coarsest sorts of grain ° 
wry exceed and reduc the average price® as aa 
® 


Viz. : 4 ® 
Wheat. Rye. eo Bartey. Oats. Beans. 


Sel... Olenees 030. salcgds  «. “yi. coer oa. 


a 
THE SPOLIATJON OF THE CLERGY IN FRANCE (1790). 
Sour e. — Refi®ction$ on the R@olution in France. Edmund 
urke. Vol. ii. of his Collected Works. London: G, Bell 
and Sons. Sgro. e : 
. 

Perhaps persons unacquainted whh tf state of France, 
on. hearing the clergy and the noblesse were privileged in. 
point of taxdtion, may be led to image? ‘that, previous to” 
the Revolution, these bodies hagl contributed nothing *to the 
‘ a 6 
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state! Th®s is a great mistake. They certainly did not con- 
tribute equally with each other, nor either of them equally 
with theg@ommons. They both, éiowever, contributed largely. 
Neither aobility nor clergy enjoyed any ex€mption from the 
excise on consumable commodities, ffom duties of custom, or 
from any Of the other fumerous*/ndirect impositions, which, + 
in France, {1s well.as here, make so very large a proportion 
of all payents te the public. The noblesse paid the capita- 
tion. They paid also a landt@x, called the twentieth penny, 
to the height sometimes of tliree, sometimes of four; shillings 
in the pound ; both of themed?ivect impositions of no light 
fature, and no trivial produce, The’ clergy of the provinces 
annexed by conquest to France, (which ta exterit make about 
an eighth part of the whole, ut in wealth a much larger pro- 
portgon,) paid €ikewise to the capitation and the ,twentieth 
penny, “t the rate paid byethe nobility. The clergy‘in the old 
proviiices did not pay the capitation ; but they fad redeemed 
themselves at the expense qf about 24 millions, or a little 
more’ thar a million sterling. They were exempted from the 
twentieths : but then they made free gifts ; they conttraéted 
debts for the state ; and they were subject to some other 
charges, the whole computed at about a thirteenth paft of 
their clear income. They ought to have paid annually about 
* forty thousand pounds jmore, to put them on a par with 
the contribution of the nobility. « ‘ 
When the “terfors of this tremendous proscriptiort hutig 
over the clergy, they matle ar offer of a contribution, through 
the archbishop*of Aix, which, for it$ extravagance, ought not 
to have been accepted. But it was evidently and obviously 
more advantageous to the public creditor, ethan anything 
which could rationally be promised by* thee confiscation. 
Why was it not accepted? The reason is plain—There ‘was 
no desire that the cKiurch should be brought to serve the 
_ State. The service*f th@state was‘made a pretext to destroy 
the church. In their way to the destruction of the church 
‘hey would not scruples to destroy their country : and they 
have destroyed it. : One great end in the project would have 
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been defeated, if the plan of extortiom had been adtpted’ in 
lieu of the scheme of confiscation. The new landed interest 
connected with the new repubéic, and connected wit& it for 
its very being, could not have been created. This was 
among the reasons why fhat extravagant ransoyn was yot 
agcepted. , ° : : 

The madness of the project of confiscation, on the %lan that 
was first pretended, soon became apparent.* To Ling this 
unwieldy mass of landed prop&ty, enlarged by she con- 
fiscation of als the vast landed dofnain of the crown, at once 
into market, was obviously to defeat the profits proposed by 
the confiscation, by depréciating the value of those lands, 
and indeed wf “all the landed estatés throughout France. 
Such a sudden diversion of all its circulating money from 
trade to land, must be an additional mischief.* What stgp 
was taken ?* Did the Assembly, on leecoming sensible & the 
inevitable ill effects of their projected sale, revert to #he 
offers of the clergy? No distress could oblige them to 
travel in a course which was disgraced *by any appgatance of 
justicé. Giving over all hopes from a general immediate . 
sale, another project seems to have succeeded. They pro- 
posed to take stock in exchange for the’ church lands. In 
that project great difficulties arose in equalizing the objects 
to be exchanged. Other obstacles also, presented themselves, 
which threw them back aga® upon some project of sale. 
The® municipalities had®taken an alarm. Ttey would hot 
hear of transferring the whole péundér of the kingdom to 
the stock-holders in Paris. Many of those fhunicipalities 
had been (upon system) reduced to the most deployable indi- 
gence. Money veas nowhere to be seen. They were there- 
fore Ig¢d to thé point that was®so ardently desired. They 
panted for a curfency of any kind which might revive their 
perishing industry. The municipalities were then to be 
admitted to a share in thé spoil, wlfich Gvidently rendered +» 
the first scheme (if ever it had been seriously entertained) 
altogether impracticable. Public exigen#es* pressed upon all ° 
sides. The minister of finance rgiterated his call for supply 
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with a most urgent, anxious, and boding voice. Thus pressed . 

on all sides, instead of the first plan of converting ‘their 

bankers into bishops and abkpts, instead of paying the old 

debt, t ey contracted a new debt, at 3 yer cent., creating a 

new paper currency, founded on*an eventual sale of the 

church lands. They sued this, paper currency to satisfy in 
the first¢instanée chiefly the demands made upon them by 
the Me discount, the great machine, or paper-mill, of their 
fictitiouS,wealth. ‘eo ‘ 
The spvil of the church Was now become theeorly resource 
of all their operations in finance, the vital principle of all 
e their politics, the sole security for the existence of their 
power. It was necessafy by all, even the most vinlent means, 
to put every individual on éhe same bottom, and to bind the 
nation in one guilty interest to uphold this act, and the 
autherity of those by whom it was done. In order to force 
the;,most#reluctant inté a participation of thtir pillage, they 
rendered their paper circulation compulsory in all payments. 
These who consider the general tendency of their schemes 
to this one object as a centre, and a centre from which ‘after- 
wards all their measures radiate, will not think that I dwell 
too long upon this« part of the proceédings of the National 
Assembly. 

To cut off all appearance of connexion between the crown 
and publié justice, and to brig the whole under impli¢it 
obedience t6 the dictators in Paris, the old independent ‘tid 
cature of the parliaments, with all its merits, and all its 
faults, was waolly abolished. Whist the parliaments existed, 
it was ewdent that the people might some time or other 
come to resort to them, and rally under the gtandard of their 
ancient laws. It became, hewever, a matter ef consideration 
that the magistrates and officers, in the courts now abolished, 
had purchased their places at a very high rate, for which, as 
well as for the @ity fey perfotmed, they received but a 
very low return of interest. Simple confiscation is a boon 
« only for the clerzyy—to the lawyers some appearances of 

equity are to be observed ; ‘and they are to receive compen- 


e 
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sation to an immense amount. The compensatioh becorhes 
part of the national debt, for the liquidation of which there 
is the one exhaustless fund. «The lawyers are to obéain their 
compensation in jhe new church paper, which is te march 
with the new principles’ of judicature and legislature. sThe 
glismissed magistrates are t® take th€ir share of mflartyrdom 
with the ecclesiastics, or to receive their own proferty from 
such a fund, and in such a manner, as all ‘those, Svho have 
been seasoned with the ancien? "principles of jurigprudence, 
and had beea the sworn guardian§ of property, must look upon 
with horror. Even the clergyare to receive their miserable 
allowance out of the depréciated paper, which is stamped with? 
the indelible charactet of sacrilege, and with the symbols of 
their own ruin, or they must st@rve. So violent’an outrage 
upon credif, property, and liberty, as this compulsory pwper 
currency, fias seldom been exhibite@,by the alliance of bank- 
ruptcy and tyranny, at any time, or in any nation. 

In the course of all these opesations, at length comes out 
the grand arcanum ;—that in reality,*and*in a fair Sense. the 
land§ of the church (so far as anything ceréain can be gatherede 
from their proceedings) are not to be sold at all. By the late 
resolutions of the National Assembly, “they are ‘indeed to 
be delivered to the highest bidder. But it is to be observed, 
that @ certain portion only of the purchase money 1s to be laid 
dywn. A period of twelve yeérs is to be given for the payment 
of “the fest. The phi®sophic purchasers afe therefore, on 

-® ° ° 
payment of a sort of fine, to be yut instantly «nto possession 
of the estate. It becomes in some respects 4 sort of gift 
to them ; to be held on the feudal tenure of zeal the new 
establishment. his project is evidently to let in a body of 
purchasers without°money. Tif consequence will be, that 
these purchasers, or rather grantees, will pay, not only 
from the rents as they accrue, which might as well be re- 
ceived by the state, but from the soil of the materials *of 
buildings, from waste in woods, and from whatever money, 
by hands habituated to the gripings of Mur, they can wring 
from the miserable peasant. Hg is to be flelivered over to 
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the ‘mercdnary and arbtrary discretion of men, who will be 
stimulated to every species of extortion by the growing 
demandson the growing profite of an estate held under the 
precarie@us settlement of a new political sy£em. 


e € : 
e a] 
SUSSEX ELECTION PETITIONS (1792). : 


Source. y-Oldfield’s Representative History of Great Britain. 
; Lofié@n, 1816. : 
e 


© s 
(A) HoRSHAM ELECTION PETITIQN. * * 


» Lord William Gordon and" fames Baillie, esq., and certain 
electors in their interest,epetit®ned in 1790 agaénst the return 
of Timothye Shelley and Wilgon Brady], esqrs. The petition 
was renewed ¢he second session. A committee to try this - 
casé met Feb. 16, 1792. The petitions were tHe same in 
subgtanceg stating, that «he election for Horskam was held 
June 19, 1790 ; that Drew Mitchell and John Rawlinson, the 
balifis, acted with gross injustice and partiality in favour of 
the sitting ‘members: that on a poll being demanded, ¢hey 
‘appointed the Duke of Norfolk’s steward, Thomas Charles 
Medwin, and Janfeg Robertson, the steward’s clerk, ¢o be 
the poll-clerks, who rejected legal* votes in favour of the 
petitioners, and received illegal votes for the sitting members, 
by which means they ptocured g colourable majority. 


The final numpers on the poll were e «* 
as ohelley, esqisaame \s « om a 25 
W. Bradyl, esq... Sea Be 24 
lord W. Gordon ie “2 pac 20 
J. Baillie,esq. .. * a a 


On the 8th of March, 1794) the chairmfn of*the committee 
reported to the House, that the petitioners were duly elected, 
and ought to have beén returned, and that the sitting members 


« were not duly elected, atid ought rlot to have been returned. 


That neither the petitions nor the opposition to them ap- 


“ peared to be frivokkus or vexatious. The committee also 


came: to a resolution, whic was not reported to the House, 
e « ‘ 


. . . 
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that Drew Mitchell and John Rawliwson, the balfffs ane 
returning officers were reprehensible for their conduct. The 
numbers, according to the votes allowed legal by the com- 


mittee, were— 9 ° 

Lord W. Gordon °* at oy ae ’ 

s }. Baillie,esq. .. @.. i= wipe Sate 

T. Shelley, esq. .. s +s 20% 

W. Brady], esq. .. ee 2 -- 9 @ 

. = “i 

<< (B) STEYNING. s 

> 8 


Polhtical C hgzacter. 


This borough, together With that of Bramber, consists of 
one street, nat rfore than two-thirds 2s large as Fetter-lane 
in London ; but constituting two #oroughs, with a* right of 
sending fougy members to Parliament!!! The¥ formerly 
elected in conjunction, and intermitéed till 31 Henry#@VI. 
One part of Bramberis in the centre of the borough of Steynin#, 
and a part of Steyning intersectsgBramber in like manner. 
Inveloped in the dark cloud of legal quibble aad intricacy, théy 
presen? us? like all the rotten boroughs, witha finished picture 
of political deformity ; irregular in their districts, unintelligible 
in their*constitutions, itfdefinite in their rights, corruyst in the 
exercise of their functions, contradictory ,in their respective 
‘organizations, and adverse to the ancient established prin- 
ciples of the constitution, and tee rights of men. a 

Tife right of election lms been the subject of litigation Tn 
this place, for near a century, andehas %ut lately received a 
final decision from a committee constituted un@er the au- 
thority of 28 Geo. III., to determine the same, upon af appeal 
from a contrary dgtermination the preceding year. 

In r7o1, the r&zht Was determined to be in the inhabitants 
paying scot and lot, and not receiving alms. 

In 1710, to be in the constables and *housg-holders (in- 
habitants) paying scot and lof. se. ¢ - 

On 16th June, 1715, to be in all such persons as have an 
estate of inherit&nce or for life, in burgageqhouses or burgage- 
lands, lying within the said borough. s : 
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"In 1791, to be in ¢he inhabitants of ancient houses, and 
houses built on the sites of ancient houses, within the borough 
of Steening, being householders, paying scot and lot, and not 
receifing alms. 

eIn 1792¢ the select committee Faipinted to try and deter- 
mine the merits of tfie petitio& of James Martin Lloyd, es4., « 
and others. * 

Resofved : “That no pees have a right to vote at an 
election¢for members to scive in Parliament for: the borough 
of Steyning in respect of" any houses within €he ‘borough of. 
Bramber, the tithing of — or the manors of Charlton 
or King’s Bares”. 

The said select pommittae at thé same‘time also deter- 
mined, . 

©. that the right of election of members to segve in Parlia- 
mene far the borough,®f Steyning, in the county of Sussex, 
if in the constable and householders, inhabitants within the 
said borough, paying scoteand lot, and:not receiving alms.” 

The* hpuses Built*‘on ancient foundations were all the 
property of the late Sir John Honeywood’; the re&t bélonged 
to the Duke of Norfolk : and as those,of a general description 
are more numerous, the resolution of 1792, repealing that of 
1791, changed theepatron, and transferred that influence to 
the Duke of Norfolk, oie the former gave to Sir John 
Honeywoad. 

The resolufion of 1791 ie Fienry Howard, esq., ‘ti 
present member for Glosttr, wha had a majority of the house- 
holders aying scot and lot, and declared John Curtis, esq., 
who had only the votes of those persons who inhabited houses 
built on ancient foundations, duly elected.* 

The resolution of 1792 “established the efection of James 
Martin Lloyd, esq., who polled the identical votes which were 
deemed illegal the preceding year; and the petitioner Jost 
his seat by the same Pretensions that Mr. Curtis had obtained 
one. 

These contratdiftory resolutions have beeh productive of 
the sames parliamentary inconsistency which distinguished 
a 3 ‘ 
¢ ! e 
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the borough of Saltash, in the Parliament of 178. Mr’? 
Ambler obtained his seat for that place by the decision of a 
committee in that year, against #«he petition of Lord Srath- 
aven, and the same Mr. Curtis, who now succeedeél at 
Steyning, on the right of thé corporation to elect the membess 
‘for, Saltash. In 1787, Mr. Lemon, th€ petitioner, by the 
determination of a second committee, appoirted to “try the 
Same question, succeeded on the votes of the burgage-folders, 
and ousted the Earl of Morningtor? Sitting member, who had 
been elected by*the corporation. ”° 

“Thus two members were sittir@yin the House of Commons 
at the same time, and for fhe same borough, upon the right 
of different dascriptions* of electors who had each of them 
been deemed ineligible in the same arliament.”’ 

This was eyactly the case with the representatives of th 
borough. Tife iphabitants of houses @pilt on ancient f6un- 
dations, and the inhabitants in general, have each been d& 
clared to possess the right of electien: and a member, chosen 
by each description of voters, has been.geatéd and custed in 
the sanie Parliament. : 

Since the above decision on the right of election, the Duke 
of Norfolk has Bectaaly-orevventid all further contést, by 
purchasing the whole of Sir John Honeywood’s property in 
Steyning, as he did that of the eu: of Hertford, at Hor- 
sham, and thereby became sole $roprietor of both boroughs, 

a ° a ® ‘ 


THE RIGHT OF THE FRENCH NATION TO 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (1792). 


°? 
Source.—Cowper’s Letters. Thomas Wright. London: Hodder 
and Stougltton, 1904. Vol. iv., pp. 332-335. 
ad ® 


e To Lady Hesketh, Dec. 1, 1792. 
The French are ‘a vain and childish people, and conduct 


themselves on this grand occasion with @ leviey and extrava-* 


gance nearly akin to madness ; but it would haye been better 
for Austria and Prussia to let them alone. @Afl nations have 
a right to choose their own mode fof government, and the 
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‘sovereignty of the people is a doctrine that evinces itself; for 
whenever the people choose to be masters they always are 
so, anél none can hinder theme. God grant that we may have 
no révolution here, but unless we have @ reform, we certainly 
shall. Depend upon it, my dear, the hour is come when 
power founded in atronaget and corrupt majorities must, 
govern. this lafid no longer. Concessions too must be made 
to dissenters of every denomination. They have a right to 
them, # right to all the privileges of Englishmen, and sooner 


or later, by fair means or by force, they will héve ‘them. 


ee 
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PERORATION IN *fTHE*IMPEACHMENS OF WARREN q 
‘ HASTINGS (1794). 
Source.—Speech in the Impeachment of Warren Hastings, Esq. 
© Edmund Burke. , Vol. viii. of His Colfgcted Works. 
# L@adon: G. Bell‘and Sons. 1908. . 


3 My lords, I have done; the part of the Commons is con- 
cluded. . With 2 trembling solicitude we consign this product 
of our long, longlabours to your charge. Take it!—take it! 
It is a sacred trust. Never before was a cause of such mag- 
nitude’submitted'to any human tribtnal. : 

My lords, at this awful close, in the name of the Commons, 
and surrounded by ,them, I attest the retiring, I attest the 
advancing generations, between which, as a link in the great 
chain of eternal order, we stand#—We call thistnation, we 
call the wazld to Witness, that the Commons have shrunk 
from no labour ; that we have been guilty of no prevarication ; 
that we have made no compromise with crime ; that we have 
not feared any odium whatsoever, in the Jong warfare which 
we have carried on witlt the crimes—witk the vices—with 
the exorbitant wealth—with the enormous and overpowering 
influence of Eastern corruption. This war, my lords, we have 
waged for twemty-two years, ahd the conflict has been fought 
at your lordships’ bar for the last seven years. My lords, 
twenty-two yéam is a great space in the stale of the life of 
man ; it-is no, inconsidetable space in the history of a great 
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nation. A business which has so lowg occupied tle cquntils 
and the tribunals of Great Britain, cannot possibly be huddled 
Over in the course of vulgas, trite, and transitory events. 
Nothing but someyof those great revolutions that beak the 
traditionary chain of hufnan memory, and alter éhe veryeface 
af nature itself, can possibay obscur@ it. My lords, we are 
all elevated to a degree of importance by it ;sthe méanest of us 
will, by means of it, more or less become the conc®rn of pos- 
terity, if we are yet to hope fo? Such a thing in the present 
state of the @vogld as a recording, retrospective, civilized pos- 
terity ; but this is in the hands @igthe great Disposer of events : 
it is not ours to settle howy it Shall be. My lords, your Hous? 
yet stands wit Stands 4s a great edifice ; but let me say, that 
it stands in the midst of ruins ; & the midst of thé ruins that 
have been gnade hy the greatest moral earthquake that ver 
convulsed and shattered this globe ef ours. My lordit has 
pleased Providence to place us in such a state, that we apBear 
every moment to be upon the veege of some great mutations. 
There is ‘one thing, and one thing only, witich defies all muta- 
tion ? that which existed before the workd, and will survivee 
the fabric of the world itself ; I mean justice ; that justice, 
which’ emanating from ae Divinity, has‘a place in the breast 
of every one of us, given us for our guide with regard to our- 
selves, and with regard to others, and which will gtand after 
this globe is burned to ashe#, our advocate or our ac ser 
before the great Judge,@vhen He comes to calf upon us fer the 
tenor of a well-spent life. % oS ‘i 

My lords, the Commons will share in every tate with your 
lordships ; there is nothing sinister which can happen to you, 
in which we shall not be involved ; and if it should so happen 
that ye shall Be subjected to sothe of those frightful changes 
which we have seen—if it should happen, that your lordships, 
stripped of all the decoroys distinctions of duman society, 
should, by hands at once base and ‘cruel? be led to thde 
scaffolds and machines of murder, upon which great kings and 
glorious queerks have shed their blood, ®midst the prelates, 
amgdst the nobles, amidst the imagistrates whe supported 
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their throfes, may you those moments feel that consolation 
which I am persuaded they felt in the critical moments of 
their dreadful agony ! e 

My lords, there is a consolation, and a great consolation it 
is, which often happens to oppressed virtue and fallen dignity ; 
it often ‘happens that®the very oppressors and persecutors 
themselves are ferced to bear testimony in its favour. I do 
not like fo go for instances a great way back into antiquity. 
I know very well that length of time operates so«as to give 
an air of the fabulous to remote events, which lessens the 
interest and weakens the application of examples. I wish 


“to come nearer to the ,presqant time. Your lordships know 


and have heard, for which of us has ndt known and heard, of 
the parliament of Paris? ‘The parliament of Paris had an 
origin very, very similar to that of the,great gourt before 
which I gtand ; the parkament of Paris continueé to have a 
great Pecemblarice to it in its constitution, even to its fall ; the 
parliament of Paris, my lords, WAS ; itis gone! It has passed 
away ; it has vanished@’Jike a dream! It fell, piercéd by the 
sword of the Compte de Mirabeau. And yet I will'sayy that 
that man, at the time of his inflicting the death wound of 
that parliament, produced at onee the shortest and the 
grandest funeral oration that ever was or could be made upon 
the departure of a great court, of magistracy. Though he 
had himself smarted under its ash, as every one knows who 
knows his history (and he was elevattéd to dreadful notoriety 
in history), yet when he prenounced the death sentence upon 
that parliament, and inflicted the mortal wound, he declared 
that his motives for doing it were merely political, and that 
their hands were as pure as those of justice itself, which 
they administered—a great*and glorious exits my lords, of a 
great and glorious body ! And never was a eulogy pronounced 
upon a body more deserved. They were persons in nobility 
of rank, in am piitude® of fortune, in weight of authority, in 
depth of ec inferior to few of those that hear me. My 
lords, it was but th® other day that they submitted their necks 
to the axe » but their honour was unwounded. Their enemies, 
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° 
the persons who sentenced them to death, were lawyers, full 
of subtlety ; they were enemies, fulf of malice: yet lawyers 
fall of subtlety, and enemies full of malice, as they were, they _ 
did not dare to reproach them with having supported the 
wealthy, the great, ance powerful, and of having oppressed 
the weak and feeble, in any of their judgments, or,of having 
‘perverted justice in any one instance Whateves, through 
favour, through interest, or cabal. ¢ e 
*My lords, if you must fall, gy you so fall! But if you 
stand, aad Stand I trast you wal, together with the fortune 
of this ancien? monarchy—together with the ancient laws 
and liberties of this great and flustrious kingdom, may you 
stand as unjm@eached in honoifr as im power ; may you stand 
not as a substitute for virtue, byt as an ornamerst of virtue, 
as a security for virtue ; may you stand long, snd long stand 
the terror,bf tyrahts ; may you stand the refuge of afflitted 
nations ; may’ you stand a sacred temple, for the*perp¢tual 
residence of an inviolable justice, 


*GEORGE III. ASSAULTED BY THE MOB’ (1795). 


Source.—Letters of Princess Elizabeth of England. Edited 
*by Philip York. «London : Fisher* Unwin. #898. 


To Lady Harcourt, Wednesday, 5th July, 1795. 


I am sure you will be anxifus to khow how weall are, my 
dear Ly. H., after yegterday’s horrors. Iteis impossib¥e to 
paint to you in any degree what.we lave gone through since 
we arrived in Town; but I #rust in that all-mercifgil Providence, 
who has saved our dear King in so wonderful a manner, that 
the great Crisis is now over. 

In going ta,fhe House, a bullet was shot through the Kg. 
coach ; which undoubtedly was intended to penctrate else- 
where. This i¢ a most Shocking thought ; however, thank 
God, it went harmlessly tlerough thegglasssofposite, and shot 
out a round piece the size of a small bullet. Some of the 
Servants sawjit fall. That not answerigg fheir wicked ends,» 
they threw stones several times at him ; but he we home 

ad * _»- 
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welJ,*and perfectly composed. The mob followed the Coach 
in an insolent manner, moaning and screaming “ peace, no 
War,” “‘ give us Bread,” ‘‘ Down with Pitt,” “ off with your 
Guards ¥ (which he was attended with to ¢he house, I mean 
home). z : 

Everybedy is well toglay, thoygh much agitated with the, « 
thoughts ¢ the Hlay; but I trust great care will be taken. 
More you thall hear from me when my mind is easier. God 
bless you ;,and believe me,™€ ’ . 
: Yrs. afl’, 

64 
THE MUTINY AT¢THE NORE (1707). 
Source.—4nnual Register. Vol. xxxix., Pp. 214 e¢ seq. of 
- History of Europe. 


Tfie guppression of the, disturbances among the ‘seamen at 
Portgmouta, without recurring to violent measures, and by 
granting their petitions, ocgasioned universal satisfaction, 

« and «t was hoped that .the causes of their discontertt being 
thus effectually removed, no further complaints woud drise 
to spread alarm throughout the nation. But these reasonable 
expectations were inea short time wholty disappointed ‘by a 
fresh mutiny that broke out in the feet at the Nore, on the 

« twenty-second of May. 

The crews on that day took ,ossession of their respective 
shipe; elected delegates to preside overethem, and to draw up 
a statement of their dentandg, and transmit them to the lords 
of the admiratty. These demands’ went much farther than 
those of the seamen at Portsmouth and Plymouth, and from 
their exorbitancy did not appear entitled tq the same in- 
dulgence. On the sixth of June, in the mornin, the fleet at 
the Nore was joined by the Agamemnon. Leopard, Ardent, and 
Isis men of war, together with the Ranger sloop, which ships 
had deserted fromthe feet undet admiral Duncan. When 
the admiral found himself deserted by part of his fleet, he 


‘called his own shipks ¢-ew together, and addressetl them in the 
following speech : e 
‘ = 


e: 
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“My Laps, ’ oe ae 

“ T once more call you together with a sorrowful heart, 

from what I have lately seeng the disaffection of the fleets : 
I call it disaffectioy, for the crews have no grievanc®s. To 
be deserted by my fleet, in the face of an enemy, % a disgrace 
which, I believe, never before happene@ to a British admiral - 
nor could I have supposed it possible. My &reatest comfort 
unger God is that I have been supported by the officers, sea- 
men, and rfariners of this ship : for which, with a heart over- 
flowing with *eratitude, I request you to accept my sincere 
thanks. I flatter myself much good may result from your 


example, by bringing thoSe deluded pgople to a sense of their® 


duty, which*they owe’ not only to their king and country, 
but to themselves. ° Z 
“The Bytish navy has ever been the support of tlat 
liberty whith kas been handed dowr?,to us by our apc@tors, 
and which I trust we shall maintain to the latest posterity ; 
and that can only be done by*unanimity and obedience. 
The ship’s company, and others, wito Have distinguished 
themselvés by their loyalty and good order, deserve to be, 
and doubtless will be. the favourites of a egrateful country. 
They will also have, froke their inward ‘feelings, a” comfort 
which will be lasting, and not like the floating and false confi- 
dence of those who have eels a frometheir duty. , 
at has often been my prMle, with you tg look into ,the 
Texel, and see a foe wlfich dreaded coming out to mee¢é us: 
my pride is now humbled ipdeed ® my feelings*are not easily 
to be expressed ! our cup has overflowed and made us wanton. 
The all-wise Providence has given us this check, as a warning, 
and I hope we shall improve by it. On Him then let us 
trust, where out only security caff be found. I find there are 
many good men, among us; for my own part, I have had 
full confidence of all in thjs ship ; and Opce more beg to 
express my approbation of your conduct. ° f 
““ May God, who has thus far conducted you, continue to 
do so; and nfay the British navy, the%léry and support 
of eur country, be restored to its wonted, sylemdour, and 
4 s P 4 @ 
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Ke rot Only the bulwark of Britain, but the terror of the 
world. 

‘‘ But this can only be effected by a strict adherence to our 
duty &nd obedience ; and let us pray thet the almighty God 
mey keep ts in the right way of thinking. 

ef God, bless a alt’ © ‘ » 

At an ‘address so unag uming, modest, and pious, and so 
well caléulated, from its simplicity and truth, to touch the 
human heart, the whole ship’s crew were diss6lved in tears. — 
They declared, by every erApression they could devise, their 
" resolution to abide by theeadmiral in life ordeath. Their 
example was followed by all the other ships, “besides those 
already mentioned. And*the admiral, notwithstanding the 
defection of so considerable a part of his squadron, repaired 
to his station, off the cbast of Holland, to watch*the motions 
of the Dutch fleet ; and resolved, still; not to ce ay should 
it offer him battle. e 

‘The principal person at the head of this visage was one 
Richard Parker, a man of good natural parts, ‘and’ some 
education, and of a remarkably bold,and resolute character. 
Admiral Buckner, the commandieg officer at the Nore, was 
directed by the lords of the admiralty to inform the seamen, 
that their demands were oy inconsistent with the good 
order and regulations necessaty to be observed in the navy, 
andecould not for that reason be cofiplied with ; but that on 
returning to their duty, tNey woyd receive the king’ Ss pardon 
for their breach of obedience. To this offer Parker replied 
by a declaration, that the seamen had unanimously deter- 
mined to keep possession of the fleet, unt# the lords of the 
admiralty had repaired to the Nore, and red¥essed the griev- 
ances which had been laid before them. 

In order toe put an, end with, all possible expedition to a 
fnutiny that appeared* SO dangerous, lord Spencer, lord Arden, 
and admiral Young, hastened immediately to Sheerness, and 
held a board, at “which Parker and the othr delegates at- 
tended ; but, their behavior was so audacious, that the lords 
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of the admiralty returned to town without the leas? success. 
The principal article of complaint, on the part of the mutineers, 
was the unequal distribution 0% prize-money, for the cenission 
of which they muck blamed their fellow seamen at Ports- 
mouth. On the return of the lords of the admiralty frem 
Steerness, a proclamation was issued,*offering his majesty’s 
pardon to all such of the mutineers as shoald immediately 
retyrn to their duty: intimating, sat the same tifne, that 
admiral Butkner was the proper® Derson to be applied to on 
such an octa$iom All the buoys, by order of government, 
were removed from the mouth i oA Thames, and the neigh- 
bouring coast ; fom which precaation, any ships, that should 
attempt to gét away, would be in danger of running a-ground. 
Great preparations, also, were ma@e, at Sheernegg, against an 
attack fromgthe mutinous ships, which had manifested some 
strong indi¢atiens of an intention t& bombard that, pace ; 
and furnaces and hot balls were kept ready. r 

Emboldened by the strength of*men and shipping in their 
hands, and resolved to persevere in their demands till they 
had extorfed a compliance, the mutineers p®oceeded to secure 
a sufficiency of provisions for that purpose, by seizing two 
vessels laden with stores¥eand sent notfce ashore that they 
intended to block up the Thames ; and out off all communi- 
cation between London and ”% sea, insorder to forge govern- 
mgnt to 4 speedy accession to*their terms. They began the 
execution of this mena@e by mooring four of their vessels 
across the mouth of the rives, and 8topping sevéral ships that 
were coming from the metropolis. . 

They now altered the system of their delegation, and to 
prevent too muc& pqwer from being lodged in the hands of 
any mean, the office of presiden? was entrusted to no one 
longer than a day. This they did to, secure themselves 
from the attempts to betray them, which might result from 
the’ offers held out to those in whom they ‘were obliged t8 
place tack and authority, were thosg to, possess such a 
trust foranytime. They also compelled tl&Bsé ships, the crews 
of which they suspected of wavering in the caysegte take their 

; > 
’ f x i 


LZ 


102 . THE MUTINY AT THE NORE . 


statigpn # the midst ef the others. But, notwithstanding 
these precautions, two vessels eluded their vigilance, and 
made teir escape. ' 

These transactions, while they excited the greatest alarm 
inthe nation, were violently reprobated by the seamen be- 
longing to the two di@isions oféhe fleet lying at Portsmouth 
and at Fiymouth. Each of them addressed an admonition 
to their fellow-seamen at,the Nore, warmly condemning their 
proceedings as a scandal tthe name of British seamen, and 
exhorting them to be content with the influence already 
granted by government, amghto return to their duty Without 


‘insisting on more concessiogs thai had been demanded by 


the rest of the navy. . ° 

But these, warnings pived ineffectual. The reinforce- 
ment of the ‘four ships lately arrived, and the expectation of | 
being=jgined by othey, induced them to pergist in their 
defnands. The committee of delegates, on board the Sand- 
wich, came to a determinaéion to commission lord Northesk, 
whom they had«kept,in confinement in the Montague, of 


« which he was the commander, to repair to the kfng ‘in the 


name of the fleet, and to acquaint him with the conditions on 
which tlfey were willing to deliver yg the ships. The petition, 
which he was charged to lay before the king, was highly re- 
spectful and loyal to shim, Ja very severe on his ministers, 
and they required an entire tompliance with every one, of 
tHeix, demands, threatening, on thé refusal of any, to put 
immediately 40 sea.“ Lord Northesk readily undertook to 
be the bearer of their petition, but told them, that, from the 
unreasoflableness of their demands, he could not flatter them 
with the hope of success. Confiding in him, they said, as 
the seamen’s friend, they hd entrusted him with this mission, 


on pledging his honour to return, with a clear and positive 


answer, within fifty-four hours. : 

e Lord Northesf depirted accordingly for London, and Was 
introduced, by, lord Spencer, to the king. But no answer 
being returned t’o fhe message, and informatidh being brought 
to the fleat, that the nation at large highly disapproved of 
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their proceedings, great divisions,took place gmong,the 
délegates, and several of the ships deserted the othefs, not, 
however, without much contest and bloodshed. The mutineers, 
despairing, now, of accomplishing their designs, struck the 
red flag, which they ha@ hoisted as the signal of mutiny, and 
yestored a free passage to the trade & the metropolis. Every 
ship was now left at its own command, an they all gradually 
returned to obedience, though, oA board of scgme, violent 
strugglese happened between saé mutineers and the loyal 
parties.*. ry ° = 

The principal conductor of the mutiny, Richard Parker, was 
seized and imprisoned,sand after a solemn trial, that lasted 
three dayse dh boar of the Neptine, he was sentenced to 
death. He suffered with gregt coolness ande intrepidity, 
acknowledging the justice of his sentence, an& expressing his 
hope, that mercy might be extendgd to his associatgs. * But 
it was judged necessary to make’ public examfles cf the 
principal and most guilty, whg were accordingly tried, and, 
after fall proof of their criminality, condemned and exeeuted. 
Otlfers* were ordered to be whipped , but a “considerable 
number remained under sentence of death till after the 
great victory obtathed, over the Datch fleet, by admiral 
Duncan: when his majesty sent a general pardon to those 


unhappy men ; who were, at that period, confined on board e 


® 
ENGLAND AND THE*DIRECTORW (1797). 


Source.—Correspondence of the First Earl of Malmesbyry, London, 
1844. Vol. iii., pp. 577 e¢ seq. 
« 

Letter from Bord Malmesbury 9 Mr. Pitt, Calais, Sept. 18th, 

1797. 

My DEAR SiR,— . 
‘ Although I shall ia a very feav hours*have the pleasure 
of seeing you, I cannot delay till then thanking you most 
sincerely fof your two last very comfgrtable private letters 
No consolation could ever comg at a moment when it is more 
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wanted. almost feel guilty of ingratitude in making so ill 
a return to it, as that of leaving Lisle so rapidly, notwith- 
standing,,God knows, my will by no means consented to this 
act. I {rust this will appear in everything I have said and 
done, and that nothing has been omitfed on my part to obtain 
what I knew to be your erst wish,and which I can safely say. 
was also mine. {he having failed in it hurts me still the 
more, as we infallibly sfiquld have succeeded had not the 
political earthquake of the Y#h of September taken place. 
But success being impossible, the next best conefort is, the 
having failed without discreght to myself; and if, when I 
have the pleasure to meet yoy, I shbuld be assured of it, I 
shall feel comfort fully equal to that itt whichf Tebegan this 
letter, by thanking you. e 


‘ I am, &c. , 3 m 
=. s (Signed) MalmeEspury. 
Letter from Lord Malmesbury to Mr. Canning, Calais, Monday, 
‘ Q.p.m,, Sept. 18th, 1797. : 
My DEAR “CANNING,— ae 


If the date of the place from whence this letter is 
written susprises yout kt me refer you: t6 my public despatch 
for all the wholesale reasons, and desire you to wait for the 
more detailed one till to-morrow evening, or probably Wed- 
nesday morfiing, when I hope we‘shall meet. Your private 
letter‘to me by Htrslet, although on an sncomfortable subject, 
afforded me very great donsqjation ; since I not only perceive 
you are prepéred for my return, but prepared for it in a 
way whichotally disperses the few apprehensions I had, lest 
my conduct, under the present circumstances, might not in 
every respect have met every epprobation.* : 

From what you say, Iam now certain it will ; and it gives 
me the more pleasure, from a consciousness that I never in 
my-¢ife acted more tightly, : ¢ 

I am too fatigued to go on to-night with the messengers, but 
‘ve sail to-morrowe a nine a.m. ; and on the Whole, I had 
rather you kg read my story than hear it told by me. I 
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have much to say to you, and to some others, butsI shoald 
not Tike to hold forth before a Cabinet. : 

I am infinitely obliged to you (in the strict sense of the 
word) for your very friendly and attentive goodness jin en- 
deavouring to replace al? that I lost by the cruel accident 
waich has happened to pogg Brooksg Your principal does 
not partake of this sort of feeling ; and he his as fww of this 
species of human imperfections as fry being callel human 
can pretend to. . ; 

Let us fea» from you’on our qttival. I shall drive at once 
to my’ own house, and if possiple, before twelve o’clock on 
Wednesday. . : ° 


' e lam, &c. ® 
e(Signed) MALM#SBURY. 


4 
Extract of qsDespatth from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenvidle, 
* Calais, 19th Sept., *s797. of. - 


There can be little doubt, from the language and manner 
of the French Plenipotentiaries, that there isa fixed determina- 
tion 6n the part of the French Government to cohtinue war 
with England ; and that if in any part of their behaviour or ° 
convefsation with me*hgre appeared ageritrary intention, it 
was solely with a view to avoid, if possible, that the odium of 
breaking off the Negotiation should be imputed entirely to 
them. They, however, hav managed this with so very 
litfle aBility—what they have done has been so positive, 
and what they have said so vague,—that it is djfficult even for 
the most prejudiced minds fo entertain a doubt o2 this subject. 

The whole of my official Correspondence since the event of 
the 4th of September will, I trust, have so far prepared your 
Lordship for what fas now hapgened, that, although it may 
yery justly cause concern, it will not create surprise. Dis- 
posed as I was to pay attention to whatever I heard from the 
l<tte members of the French*Legation, ms wef from their know- 
ledge of their own country, as from my having, on every im- 
portant poins, always found their inigriiation correct, 5 
cegld never allow my opinion to go with oe con this par- 
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ticular ppint ; and although the satisfaction of having judged 
righfly cannot, on an occasion like this, be very great, yef the 
not having misled your Lordship diminishes, to a certain 
degree*the regret I feel on having failed in the great end of 

my Mission. : : 
it would’be vain to search for any rational motive for sugh 
a conduc as th€ Directory have thought proper to adopt, or 
to endeagour to explait,.on what grounds they can prefer a 
hazardous and unpromis®g, continuation of a war, become 
extremely unpopular, to &n advanfageous ang donourable 
peace, and one which, I am}.confident, would have hed the 
eapprobation of the whole Hrenchenation. The solution of 
this difficulty cannot bé found either in the iftegnal situation 
of France or in its presentgrelative position to other powers, 
but must be Sought for in the daring and inconsiderate char- 
acter of the two governing members of the Directory, Barras 
an@ Revell. The suctess which has attended their late very 
bold undertaking appears to have given them the most 
implicit confidence in their own abilities, and in the*strength 
of their patty ; and they never at any time appeare#l to*have 
‘any fixed system, or to look forward beyond the circumstances 


of the mement. c% « : 
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: History of Europe. 

It was the, first of August before the Pharos of Alexandria 
was got gight of by the squadron, who were then steering 
direct for it towards the S.S.E. and as they approached dis- 
covered a wood of masts in the harbour. «The gdvanced ships 
(the Alexander and Leander about two leagues a head) &nade 
signal for having discovered ships of war toteastward. The 
admiral, who, tvi¢h the bulk of ¢he squadron, was in clase 
order of sailing, being thus directed to a view of the long 


THE BATTLE OF THE a ABOUKIR BAY) (1798). 


« Sought-for fight, imynediately altered his courte accordingly, 


and made signal to recal those on the look-out. The Culloden 
was then alow: two leagues to the eastward of the admifal, 
L é 4 
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and, after some time and signals exchanged, obtgined deave 
t& cast off the vessel towed from off Coron. The Aléxander 
and Leander, who had run in nearer Alexandria, were thereby 
obliged to hawl more to the wind than between NN .W. and 
N.W. in order to rouné the point off Aboukir ; which threw 
, them considerably later than the jnain body” who sailing 
with a free wind reached about, or soon satter 4ve o'clock, 
the point ; which having roundeg ¥ and got thes bay fairly 

open, the admiral hawled up ansche lar-board tack, under an 
easy saa, fwobably fér the pt ‘pose of viewing the situation 
of the enemy,’or more likely Jor giving time for those of his 
own squadron to closes; the Culloden being still about two 
leagues digtaMt in the N.W. quarter. While the Alexander 
and Leander were still farthe, distant in the «W.S.W. the 
squadron of the enemy, which shewed 13 sal of the line of 
battle, wéte but a few miles off, bearing from S.W. to uth, 
and anchored in a line extending nearly N.W. an# S.E, with 
their admiral’s flag on board a three deck ship in the centre, 
and four frigates, with several gunsvesgels, cispersed anside 
towards the van and rear. 

The squadron did not remain long with their heads from 
the @memy. The a@reiral speedily determined or, what plan 
of attack was to be adopted. He gave ordets, by signal, to 
prepare to anchor by the stern, and wore with the whole 
squadron together by dighal. That mancet&re at once 
*Changéd the situatiom of the squadron, by giving the tead to 
those, who were, while their heagls were to the offing, dropping 
a-stern to join their situation in the rear, # the order of 
sailing : or, as some have alleged, loitered a-stern from an 
unwillingness ¢o be drawn off even a few hundred yards from 
the enemy. ® If stich were the sentiments of any, they were 
no® indulged by the admiral bearing up toward the van of 
the enemy, arid making the signal to4orm the line of battle 

g-head, or most conveniént : that , foéach ship to fall in 
as their situation at the time best suited, without regard to 
the establisifed order of battle. ee: ° 
“On that occasion, there wee such displays of emulation 


, by each ship to gain an 6 Ng post in*the* attack, as must , 
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hayé tended to inspire seach other with an invincible con- 
fidence. But so alert were the whole, that no one ship could 
gain the point of getting a-hegd of another, who had the 
advantage of laying their heads towards, the enemy. The 
admiral, as they were drawing into a form of battle, made the 
signal to ettack the enemy’s van end centre: and soon after. ¢ 
added the xgnal fdf a close engagement, which was kept flying. 

The winé, which was b&tween N.W. and N.N.W., had been 
a fresh top gallant sail breezteand, though moderated as the 
day drew towards a close, sfij! swelled’ out the Kghter sails. 
Before the Goliah (the leadin\ ship) had approached within 
aemile of the enemy’s van sbips, they commenced a brisk 
cannonade with their starboard guns, a¢ did the Satteries at 
the castle of Becquires and the gun-vessels, which galled the 
British squadrén much as they closed. But the sjfuation of 
the Enemy’s anchorage, end the shallowness pf the water 
arourd, relidered it impossible to evade that annoyance. It 
was therefore borne with a firmness worthy of their char- 
acters The period was ut short when it became tHeirs to 
return the annoyange. The gallant leader* in the *Goliah, 
on that occasion displayed a conduct which shewed him worthy 
of the post he had tdleen. Keeping, kis* ship under all “con- 
venient working sail, he kept as near to the edge of the bank 
as the depth of water would i and passing a-head of 
the enemy’s*van ship, Le Guerrk:, poured into her a most, 
destructive fire ; &nd bearing round upshortened sail, t and 
anchored by theestern ihside of the second of the enemy’s 
line, Le Conguévant. 

* The passing around the bow of the enemy’s van and inside of 
their line appears to have originated with the leaders Captain Foley, 
as no signal was made to direct sucha manceuvre, ¢nd the Suggestion, so 
apropos, was highly worthy of a seaman having ready and clear ideas 
of what appertained to his profession. The example was followed by 
four others of those who ¢omposed the van, and the advantage which 
was derived from that wianceyvre may be best calculated by a reference, 
to the result. This kind of initiative may well have been learnt from 
Nelson’s notable manceuvre in the Battle of St. Vincent in 1797. 

« t The wind had btconge so moderate that it was no ; Necessary to 
furl the sails, that the an@nor might hold; they were only hauled as close 


up as was possible, which circumstance allowed the men to remain ag 
their quarters on the frincipal batteries, 
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The Zealous followed in the track.pf the Goliah,,but not so 
far, having dropped her stern anchor, so as to preserve a 
situation on the inside bow af Le Guerrier, whom she handled 
in the severest manner without being exposed to annoyance 
in return. The Orion hext followed, and passing to wind- 
,ward of the Zealous,and rgund hergplying au eek guns 
on Le Guerrier, while they ame continued’on a %.E. course, 
and passed the inside of the a 8 when, being ennoyed by 
a ‘frigate’ 3 fire, she yawed as nevwh as was necessazy to bring 
her starBeasd guns to*bear, arg’ gave her so complete a dose 
as te silence her for ever. Tle n hawling round towards the 
enemy’s line, she dropped ‘the starboard bower anchor inside 
between thw third anel fourth ships from their van, and with © 
some exertions, by spreading aj her after-sail, (probably to . 
force her keel over the ground, which it most Yikely touched) 
got her swung round abreast of L’ quilon, who had, without 
annoyance, suffered the Orion to place herself in thi¥situction. 
The Theseus, who followed thg Orion, passed between the 
Zealous and Le Guerrier, so close ‘to the latter, (whose foremast 
was’ by* this time over the side) only preserving sufficient 
distance to avoid entangling her rigging with the jib- boom 
of thé enemy’s ship, “ad when abreas$ of her bow, poured in 
a broadside, until then reserved, the effect of which on the 
enemy was instantaneous., The main and mizen-masts . 
were also brought down. “Jus, in less than fifteen minutes 
‘was the van ship of this line reduced to a rAere hulk, iieum- 
bered with the wreck of her owngmasts and yards, and doubt- 
less the crew much mutilated. That destructive broadside 
was given just as the sun dipped in the horizon ; after which 
the Theseus passed 9 on the outside of the Goliah, and dropped 
her stern-anchor d*head of hew; and thus was placed inside 
of the third ship of the enemy, La Spartiate, and had com- 
menced the cannonade about the time or before her leader, 
the Orion, was got complefely placec¥ fron the little interzup- 
tions before- -jpentioned. 

The Axudaeious followed next, and apassing between Lé 
Cyerrier and Conquerant, increaped the misfortunes of those 
jll-fated ships, by a destructive’ fire, and afterw ards a’ abe . 
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her §tgrn-enchor, so as $9 preserve her station inside bow, of 
the latter, over whom the Goliah had already got a decided 
superiorigy, by the comparativefire maintained. The breeze 
by this,time (as above observed) had legsened as the day 
closed : most probably too it had been iulled the more by the 
effect of fae cannonadegwhich hagl for some time been main» ¢ 
tained : hefice thesships which were in the rear of the British 
squadron #ere not enablé& to close with the celerity suitahkle. 
to their ardour on that occa$i6n. : 

The Vanguard was the folldver of the Audgcieus;: but did 
not, like the five who had preg#ed her, pass the enemy’s'line : 
the rank of the admiral (whos¢ flag tfiis ship bore) gave him a 
privilege of deviating from the examplé of his le®ders, whose 
manceuvres were to be guéled by his direction: she was 
anchored by the stern on the outside, and.close to the third — 
ship fram the van, Le Ssartiate. Her followerg réSpectively 
passtd on a-head of their leader, anchoring by the stern as 
they came up on the outsideeas the admiral had done. Thus 
the Minotayr, Defence, ‘and Swiftsure, took position a-breast 
of the fourth, fifth,«and sixth ships from the van; By which 
arrangement it was left for the Bellerophon to attack the 
French admiral’s ship, L’Ovient, of three decks :* nor was 
the undertaking shrunk from, because of the apparent in- 
equality of the conteste the Ayllerophon’s stern-anchor was 
dropped on the outside bow @& L’Orient, whose cqllection 
of Heayy batteries was reserved for the*closing. The effect of 
these will be best judged of by the reference to the list of killed 
and wounded 6f the hardy assailants, in which stands enrolled 
the names ‘of almost every officer of that ship. By that time 
the day was so much closed, as to obscure froin general view 
the conduct of each ship; particularly towards the ceptre, 
which was covered with the clouds of smoke blown thither 
from the van, by ¢he light breeze which yet continued. Under 
these circumstances, the M ajestic, who followed the Beller§- 

« ™ The difference ef ve between L’Orient and Belld’ophon, or any 
other of the squadrot, By estimating the weight of balt fired from one 
broadside of each, was above sever. to three, and the weight of ball from 


L’Orient’s lower deci» alone exceaded that from the whole broadsifie 
of the Bellerophon. 
ts 
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phon, had to grope for an antagonist, in doing which, jt’ és 
sid? she found her jib-boom had entered the main rigging 
of one of the enemy’s ships a-steyn of their admiral ; byswhom, 
she was most severely treated while thus entangled : but, after 
some time, she swung cleSr, and avenged herself gompletgly 
.on another of the enemy farther astern . 
Having thus got all the ships into action, that ha formed 
the body of the squadron, the Cullodeg who had been®letained 
by the towing of the wine-vessely may now be looked after ; 
also the A’lexgnder and mie, Who had been thrown out 
a-sterny by theihaving been or the look-out towards Alex- 
andria. ° > z 
It was withae®treme mortification observed, before the day 
had closed, that the former haderun a-ground orf a shoal, 
which was found to extend N.B. from the point on which the 
castle stood? jt may be better imegined than dgssribed 
what were the feelings of the gallant commander and crew*of 
that ship, to be so arrested in ther passage to the participa- 
tion of thf fatigues and glory of the cqgmbaé then dependirfg. 
The lo$s o#the assistance of sucha ship, on #0 important occa- 
sion too, must have excited emotions of deep regret among 
those ertgaged, many of*vhigm had witnessed, on an infportant 
_ and splendid occasion in the preceding year, how eminently 
_ that ship, under the command pf the game officer, and with 
the same crew, had been distirguished.—Great as the loss of 
this*ship’? assistance was it yielded some consdlation to goit- 
clude, that her running a-ground sesved'as a beacon to induce 
the two ships (Alexander and Leander, then to tle westward 
of her) to hawl more out to the offing than they migfit other- 
wise have done, fsom an anxiety to be as soon as possible up 
to the assistancé@of their companioms ; in which case the assist- 
ance of two ships would have been lost instead of the Culloden. 
The Mutine brig made towards her, and femajned to render 
hersassistance in getting off the ground; and the Leander, ia 
passing, had coyamunication to know if she cquld render her 
effectual aid: that being judged impractidéalfle, she followed 
her gompanion, the Alexander, whp, having roundéd the end 
of the shoal, was then steering for the centre of the enemy, 
° « e 4 
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ureder al] sail : nor did she shorten any, until closed with the 
Frefich admiral’s ship, whom she passed and anchored in 
a most judicious position inside of that tremendous ship, 
whom “she attacked with a briskness, and maintained with 
such Vivacity, as indicated the ienpatfence of the crew in 
havinge been thrown, out SO Ong from entering into thes 
action. ° 

With@it prefending .to minute accuracy with regard to 
time, this may be stated gq have taken place about, or Soon 
after eight o’clock. Soon ofan the Leander ran ig under the 


stern of the fifth ship ; andj anchoring therf,. took a position 
whereby she could, withotft annoyance, fire her guns of one 
side in the stern of Le Pewpl Souveraiv, and #aigse of the other 
side into the bows of La Frqnklin. Itis unnecessary to remark 
on what mu&t have been the effect of so destructive a raking 
fife, even from a ship of the Leander’s small for. 

el hu#did each of thé British ships enter into action. The 
result shews the manner in which each performed its duty. 
By the time the last- mentioned ships got placeé in their 
respective positions, those which formed the van ofetheenemy 
Were silenced, and some had struck. Their submission had 
extended as far as«the fourth ship, aut nine o’clock. And, 
soon after, L’Ovent, in their centfe, was discovered to be on 
fire, which spread with such rapidity that she was soon ina 
general blaze, and precluded even a shadow of hope for her 
preservation. t The cannonade was,,in the meantifne, nfdin- 
tained with equal briskpess b J the British ships, whose 
opponents kad not yet surrendered, while some of them, very 
much sitkened, were barely able to maintain resistance. 

While the flames were consuming L’Ovient, great were the 
exertions made by the Alexander to réfaove ¢o such distance 
as her captain judged necessary to save her from dafiger of 
being covered witls the wreck of her unfortunate antagonist. 
About ten o ‘clotk, the fire hadéreached L’Orvient’s magazine, 
when she blew up with a most tremendous explosion, by which 
fragments of her vreck were thrown to a considerable distance 
on every side ; and those 5 orb who were nearest to the place 
of the explorioi, were for Some ais completely obscured, _ by 
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the thick column of smoke whick spread aroynd. ‘The 
cafinonade at that moment ceased, and a silence ensued, 
strongly expressive of the awg with which the minds of the 
combatants were injpressed by that dreadful event. , 
That impression appeated to be effaced, by the, recollection 
~ at there was still duty leff to be parformed ; for,*in about 
» _ ten minutes after, the cannonade was ren@wed dround the 
spot where L’Orent had exploded;.xnd in a few m*hutes was 
maintained with vivacity, and cerMinued with little abatement 
until aftetwnidnight, when it be?ame slacker, with some inter- 
missiens, indi&ating the exhau ed state of the combatants, 
by the fatigue already underggne hi but the firing did not 
entirely ceas® ntil thtee o’clock. 

Thursday morning, the second sof August.—Whén the day © 
opened, how different was the prospect from that which the 
preceding eeging had closed! The greatest part of th slips, 
which formed the van of the French line, dismasted, an@ all 
struck! Not a vestige of theirgadmiral’s ship to be seen! 
The frigate (La Sérieuse), whom the,Ovic# had silenced*the ° 
precéding evening, now sunk! The Bellewophon was observed, 
several miles to the eastward along shore, at anchor, dis- 
masted. Some of thé*Brjtish ships, wleith had attacked and 
defeated the van, now shifted more towards the rear, and others 
moving thither, to complete thg conquest of the enemy's ships. « 
In that part, this led to a reteammencement of the cannonade, 
in the outset of whichpa frigate (L’Avtémisé}, in the centre, 
displayed a conduct mean‘and uaworthy of #he squadron to 
which it was attached. After firing a broad-sidé, she struck ; 
but, before she was sent to, by any of the British Ships, was 
observed to be on fire, and the crew making for the shore in 
their boats, wifere they were so i received by the natives, that 


* As an instance of the fatigue, it may here be noted, that one of the 
ships, which were inside of the van, and had finished her duty there, 
dig in the morning, some hoursdefore daylight, wafh her stern anchor 
fof the purpose of going towards the rear, to attatk the enemy thefe; 
and, as the mer, unshipped the capstan-bars, many of them lay down 
among them, be¢jng so much overcome with f.tiggie as to fall asleep, ® 
notwithstanding that they must have, known the anchor was got up, 
ang the ship then moving toward the ejemy, to begin a fresh sae Eiri any 
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a rémnanmt of them were fain to return, and trust to the 
generosity of their enemy, whom they had so recently offended 
by a flagrant breach of the lawg of war. 

Withput entering into any further detay of the whole, after 
the, canhongae had been long mairftained, with some inter- 
missions; it was closedewith the,surrender of L’Heureux and 
Mercure, €nd dismasting of Le Tonnant. The two rear ships, 
Le Guilla#me Telland Gengreux, observing all their companions 
either suerendered, or in & ‘disabled state, prepared to get 
under sail, which they did, Without hterruptioa, ebefore two 
o’clock, and were cae by La Dianne and gj ustice 
frigates, neither of whom hgd beet annoyed. Le Timoleoih 
made an attempt to follow, but, castfig witfi #er head into 
the bay, ahd ,not being alestly managed (probably, not in a 
manageable state), her head was not got oyt to the offing, but 
ran ashge at a little disjince from whence she paadelaid, in the 
south-east part of the bay, where they set her on fire. The 
Zealous, who was under sailewhen the rear ships of the enemy 
leff'the bay, stoodeaftet.them ; but, as there was not duy other 
«then under sail, to accompany ‘and support her, she Was Ealled 
in by the admiral... 

There Yet remaineé to be taken peession of, Le Tonnant, 
intirely dismasted, but who had not struck, and had shifted 
a considerable distancetto leevgrrd from her original position. 
In that state, ° incapable of #i¢ving or helping herself, a 
méssage was sent, to demand her surrtnder, which the captain 
refused, withott the condition of vessels being furnished to 
carry him and his crew (which he stated to be then 1,500) to 
France. “This requisition was communicated to admiral 
Nelson, who desired him to be informed, that the surrender 
must be unconditional, else force would be employed, against 
which resistance would not avail. These communications 
were not exchange till late in the evening of the second, 
owing to the distance. t 

. Friday morning, the third of August, the Rrench flag was 
observed to be stilt displayed on the stump oi Le Tonnant’s 
main-mast.. The admiral fiade signals to the Theseus end 
Leander to attack her. It appeared they had, in some 
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i. 
measure, recovered from their late fatigues, by the alertness of 
tMeir movements. They were soon under the necessary sail ; 
and, on the Theseus approaching her rear, the flag of truce was 
hoisted. An officer was then sent from the Theseus*to desire 
the colours to be struck“unconditionally, which was complied 


— with. Thus was the close put to that distinguished, battie. 


- Whether a retrospect is had to the unremitting perseverance 
in continuing the search after the.enemy, to the sromptness 
of decision in attacking them vjben found, or to thg skill and 
intrepidity with whicli’ the atte was executed, it is difficult 
to décide whith has the highvst claim to admiration. The 
renown of this action hes ees to every part of the globe, 
and been 12-&choed *back with thé high praises so justly 


merited. > : 
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SUPPLIEY GRANTED BY PAREIAMENT FOR, NAVY 


AND ARMY (1800). 2 
Space Register. VI. xlii., pp. 160 ef seq. of 
fe Appendix to Chronicle* ; 2 
° 
i yi Navy. : 
Ovtober I, 1799- 4 
That 120,000 seamen be employed for'two f£ ae 
lunar months commencjng 1st January, ® 
= a. . F 
1800, including 22,496 marines : 5) Je 
For wages for ditto » ol alte 18 -s— 444,008 0 0 


For victuals for ditto ..” ¢ 450,000 0 O 
For wear and tear of ships in which they are > 
to serve eo: 720,000 0 O 


For ordnance’sea séfvice on boagd such ships 60,000 0 O 
o 


October 3. 


For the ordinary establishsnent of th? navy 
for two lunar months, commencing 


1st January, 1800 .. os # 121,510 0 § 
For the extraordinary eect of 
ditto ; >» , 115,625 0 O 
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February 10, 1800. 


e 
That £10,000 seamen be employed for eleven 
lunar months, commencing goth Febru- 
ary, 1800, including 22,696 marines: 
For wages for ditto m 
For*victuals for ditto 2 
For wear and teafof ships in which they are 
to serve, .. : --¢ " 
For ordnayce sea service on board such ships 
€ 


“ Februgry 13. : 

For the ordinary of the navy,eiv.cluding half 
: pay to sea and marineeofficérs, for eleyen 
lunar months, commencing 26th Febru- 
ary, 1800 «. a ‘a + 
For,buildings and repairs of ships, and‘ 

other tetra works : + 
For the probable expense of transport ser- 
vice, for one year, commenting 1st Janu- 

Ory; 1800 « see a 
For.the maintenancé of prisoners of war in 

health S Pe eh % <® 
For the care and miaintenance of sick 
prisoners of war Rs 


© Agmy. | 
€ 


October 3, 1799. 


That 90,047 men be employed for land ser- 
vice, including 5,766 invalids, from 25t%e 
December, 1799, to 24th February, 1800 : 

For guards, garrisons, and other land-forces 
in Great Britain, Jersey, Guernsgy, and 
Alderney, and in Holland e. 

For forces in the plantations, including 
Gibraltar, Minor¢a® the Cepe of Good 
Hope, and Mew South Waled ; . 

¢ : e € 

c ‘ 
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2,238,500 0 O 
2,229,000 O f,- 


3,630,000 0 _o 


302,500 0 Oo 
* 


eo @ 


1,300,000 @ oO 
500,000 «0 oO 


90,000 0 o 


®* £13,619,07q 13 Id 
cc _ 


t 
510, 596 0 o 


e 
e 


166,480 0 § 


> FOR NAVY AND ARMY 


For the increased rates of subsistenca, to be 
* *paid to innkeepers and others, on quarter- 
ing soldiers .. 
For expenses expected to be Starred in the 
barrack-master generai’s department 


at February 13, 1800. 2 


That 80,275 men be employed for land-— 
Service,,including 5,792 sels pa from 
25th F: ebryary, 1800 g* 

For guards, ge.risons, and othe; land-forces 
in Great Britain, Jersey, Guginsey, and 
Alderne-~ ‘Sy. 

For forces in the plaationdsieinding 
Gibraltar, Portugal, Minorca, and other 
stationsi2? the Mediterranean, the Vape of 
Good Hope, and New South Wales ; 

For difference between the British and Irish 
pay. fA six regiments of foot for Service 
abioad 

For four troops of dragoons, and sixteen 
companies of foot 4etationed in Gpeat 
Britain for recruiting regiments serving 
in East India g° 

For recruiting and conting»ngies for land: 
“Yorces, and extra feed,for the cavalry 

For general and staff- officess, and officers of 
hospitals 

For full pay to supernumerary officers 

For allowance to the paymaster-general of 
the forces, »comrfissary-genewl of the 
misters, &c. &c. 

For the increased rates of subsistence to be 

aid to inn-keepers and #thers, on quar-” 
‘cine soldiers 

Fdr allowance, to the non-commissiongd « 
officers and private men of .* land 
forces, in lieu of small beer 
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40,080 0 0 
>] 


I270,Q00 Q@ 0 
”n 
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2,337,159 8 
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1,004,480 Iz 6 


~ 


42,901 19 0. 


24,558 cee 


7 530,000 040 


~ 


105,054 7 II 
26,230 14 6 
105,747 2 6 
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140,000 0 0 | 
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420.000 O O 
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For’ yedueed officers ef land-forces and 
marines k 

For allowances to reduced horse-guards 

On accaunt of officers late in the service gi 
tle statesegeneral .. 

Ditto, of: ieduced offices of Britjsh-Ameri- 
can forfs ...e 

For allowZinces to Seyerad reduced officers 
Sr Uitte” =<. vale ; 

For the in and cut- pensionc\s of CHelsea 
_ hospital, and the expensg§ of the hos- 


* pital a t 
For pensions to syhitianrs fof offitets of Bail 
forces esi =) 


For, expenses incurred, and expected to be 
incuregd in the barra@k-master yal S 
department 

For foreign corps in the sérvice of Great 

erain > sae ‘Re 


: February 24. 


€ 
To Aiteay the extraordinary services of the 


army for 1800 e e 
« < e 
e f May 27. ¢ 


For the troops ‘of the electér of Ba varia, in 
the pay of Great Britain, pursuant to 
treaty , , ee ‘ 


e ad 
July 16. 


For the expense. of a royal military asylum 
dor the reception &f the clfildren of 


soldiers o% ee igs 


Lia ea. 


138,979 71 
205. TZ It 


I,000 O O 


1 
52,500 0 O 


€ 
00 0 O 


143,310 

see? 3 § 
20,231 I2 0 
e 


359.334 9 0 


471,1Z12 3 
6 = 


2,500,000 O Oo 


‘ o 


566,688 Io oO 


. 25,000 0: 0 


Bam! oe 
£9,558,951. 12 3 
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HIS MAJESTY’S SPEECH TO JHE FIRST PNION 
¢ PARLIAMENT (1801). Be 
4 


Source.—Annual Register. Vol. xliii., pp. 207 etgseq. of 
° late Papers. 


His Mayesty’s Speech to both Houses, on oftnfig tie 
Ba Imperial Parliawitn{, 2d February, r8o0Z. 


» My LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, « ® 
At?*a crisis so important, t® the interests of my people, 
le I deriveNgreat, satisfattion fro being enabled, for the first 
: time, to avafi myself of the@advice and assistance of the 
4  Parliamentyof my untted kigdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland. °° _ 

This memorable era, distingueshed by the accemplishment 
of a meagure calculated to augment and ‘Consolidate the 
strength &n@ resources of the emgire, and to oie €nore 
closely the interests and affections of my subjects, vgill, I 
trust, be equally marked by tha¢ vigour, energy, and firmness, 
whit the circumstances of our prgsent, situation pecugiarly 
require.” * : 

The unfortunate course of events on the continent, and’ tie 
consequences which ust be expected 4@result frore it, cannot 
fail to be matter of anxiety and concegrn, to all who have a 
just feeling for the security @md ind@pendence of Europe. 

@ Youg astonishment, = fm as your regret, must be excited 


by the conduct of th®se fpowers, whose at ®ention, at sith a 
period, appears to be mcge engaged in endeavours to weaken 
the naval force of the British empire, which has hitherto 
opposed so powerful an obstacle to the inordin&te ambition 
of France, than ip séncerting the means of mutual defence 
agajnst their common and incr®asing danger. 
The representations which I directed to be made to the 
ourt of Petersburgh, in consequence of the outrages com- 
“putts against the ships, property, ahd pefsons of my subjects, 
ave been treated with the utmost disrespect : and the pro- 
as becdings of “which I complained have l%en aggravated by 
““wibsequent acts of injustice axjd violence. Oo ge these cir- 
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cumstances, a conventign has been concluded by that court, - 
with those‘of Copenhagen and Stockholm ; the object of whidny 
as avowed by one of the cdatracting parties, is to renew their ‘a 
former eigagements for establishing by force a new code of - 
maritimtlaw, inconsistent with the fights, and hostile to the 
interests @¢ this COUNLTYpo y 

In this eatuati6n I could net hesitate as to the condu& 
which it bggame me to pursue. i 

I have taken the earliest measures to repel the aggressions « 
of this hostile confederacy, %ad to stpport those-principles : 
which are essential to the maictenance of our Laval strength, “3 
and which are grounded on th’: system of public,law so long. 4 
established and recognised in° Europe. a | havesit ‘the same — 
time, given- such assurances. as manifest my disposition to 
renew my ancient relations with those powers, whenever it.. j 
can &e done consistently svith the honour of my @cown, and © 
witha just regard to the safety of my subjects. | 

You will, I am persuaded, omit nothing on your part that ~ 
can afford me the most vigorous and effectual supportSin my 
firm determination to maintain, to the utmost, agailist eVery 
attack, the naval rights and the interests of my empire. ‘ 

“= rll © 
GENTLEMEN OF THE House oFr®COMMONS, 

I have directed the estimates for the several branches of the 
public service to be laid before You. Deeply as I lament the 
continued necessity of adding to tiie burdens of my ‘peopl& 
I am persuaded you wall feel wita me the importance of 
providing effectual means for those ‘exertions which are indis- 
pensably requisite for the honour and security of the country. © 


%: 
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My Lorps AND GENTLEMEN, NS 


I am confident that your deliberations will be uniformly 
directed to the great gbject of improving the benefits of that 


= 
= 


happy union, which, by the blessing of Providence, has no “ 
been effected ; and of promoting to the utmost the prosperity ‘ 
pi every part of my dominions. : E ¢ 
X i © x 2a 
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